8 4-b. Chief disability officer. 1. Persons with disabilities conprise
a maj or segnment of the state of New York's popul ation and their
particul ar needs and concerns must be considered as an integral part of
the planning and i nplenentation of all state progranms and services
affecting their lives and well-being. The office of the chief disability
of ficer shall advocate on behalf of persons with disabilities and ensure
that persons with disabilities are afforded the opportunity to exercise
all of the rights and responsibilities accorded to citizens of this
state.

2. For purposes of this article:

(a) "Persons with disabilities" shall nean any person who has a
disability as defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred
ninety-two of this chapter

(b) "State agency" or "state agencies" shall nean any state
departnment, board, bureau, division, comm ssion, commttee, public
authority, public corporation, council, office or other governnental
entity performng a governnmental or proprietary function for the state,
except the judiciary or the state |egislature.

3. (a) The governor shall appoint a chief disability officer. The
chief disability officer shall advise and assist state agencies in
devel opi ng policies designed to hel p neet the needs of persons with
disabilities. The chief disability officer shall be appointed by the
governor and receive a salary to be fixed by the governor within the
anounts appropriated therefor.

(b) The chief disability officer shall: (i) be the state's coordi nator
for the inplenentation of the Americans with Disabilities Act; (ii)
coordinate state activities to ensure that state prograns do not
di scrim nate agai nst and are accessible to persons with disabilities;
(iii) ensure that such prograns provide services to individuals with
disabilities in the nost integrated setting appropriate to their needs;
and (iv) work with state agencies to develop |egislation and potenti al
regul atory changes to help effectuate the duties and responsibilities
required in this article, and any ot her changes that nmay significantly
affect the lives of persons with disabilities in the state.

(c) The chief disability officer shall, to the extent practicable,



review and report to the governor upon proposed | egislation and

regul ations. The chief disability officer shall submt coments, where
appropriate, to the state agency which referred such proposed

| egi sl ati on and regul ations evaluating: (i) the inpact of the proposed
| egi sl ation or regul ati on upon persons with disabilities; (ii) the

rel ati onship and i npact of such proposed | egislation or regulation on
exi sting progranms affecting persons with disabilities; and (iii) any
nodi fications that would help persons with disabilities or aid in the
i npl ementati on of the new proposal. Al state agencies shall cooperate
with the chief disability officer to ensure that the chief disability
officer is able to fulfill the requirenments under this section.



