8§ 320. Legislative findings and declaration. The | egislature finds and
declares that an institution enbodying the heritage, ideals and concerns
of the people of the state of New York for peace and social justice as
exenplified by the philosophy and nonvi ol ent | eadership of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. is an appropriate response to the significant public
need for the state to develop nmethods in addition to current |aw
enforcenment responses to curb the use of violence and encourage the
nonvi ol ent nmanagenent of social conflict.

It is further found and decl ared that people throughout the state fear
vi ol ence and depl ore the social injustice that can give rise to
vi ol ence. New York state citizens are experiencing increasing racial and
cultural hostilities stemm ng fromrapid social change and real and
percei ved conflicts over group and individual interests and they may be
di sadvant aged by a | ack of problemsolving skills for redressing these
social conflicts.

It is further found and decl ared that many potentially destructive
conflicts between different societal groups and interests have been
resol ved constructively and effectively at the national, state and | ocal
| evel through the use of nonviolent nethods as were advocated and
exenplified by the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

It is further found and declared there is a need to exam ne the
hi story, nature, elenents and future of nonviol ent processes for
conflict resolution, and to devel op new t echni ques to pronote
nonvi ol ence sol utions to economc, political, social and cul tural
conflicts in the state. Such activities conducted through governnent,
private enterprise, and voluntary associati ons can be strengthened by a
state institution devoted to research, education and training and the
provi sion of information services with respect to nonviolent conflict
resol uti on techni ques.

To acconplish these public purposes, it therefore is necessary that
the state of New York establish the New York state Martin Luther King,
Jr. institute for nonviolence to serve the citizens of the state and
t heir governnment through education and training opportunities, basic and



applied research opportunities, and information services, with respect
to the pronotion of nonviolent nmethods and techni ques to resol ve
conflicts anong individuals and groups of New York state citizens.



