* § 311-a. Mnority and wonen-owned busi ness enterprise statew de
advocate. 1. There is hereby established within the division of mnority
and wonen's business an office of the mnority and wonen-owned busi ness
enterprise statew de advocate. The statew de advocate shall be appointed
by the conm ssioner with the advice of the snmall business advi sory board
as established in section one hundred thirty-three of the econom c
devel opnment | aw and shall serve in the unclassified service of the
director..

2. The advocate shall act as a liaison for mnority and wonen- owned
busi ness enterprises (MAMBES) to assist themin obtaining technical,
manageri al, financial and other business assistance for certified
busi nesses and applicants. The advocate shall receive and investigate
conpl ai nts brought by or on behalf of MABEs concerning certification
del ays and i nstances of violations of the requirenents of this article
by contractors and by state agencies. The statew de advocate nay assi st
certified businesses and applicants in the certification process. O her
functions of the statew de advocate shall be directed by the
commi ssi oner. The advocate nmay request and the director nay appoint
staff and enpl oyees of the division of mnority and wonen busi ness
devel opnment to support the administration of the office of the statew de
advocat e.

3. The statew de advocate shall conduct periodic audits of state
contracting agencies' conpliance with the requirenents of section three
hundred fifteen of this article, such audits shall include a review of
t he books and records of state contracting agenci es concerni ng, anong
ot her things, annual agency expenditures, annual participation of
mnority and wonen- owned busi ness enterprises as prime contractors and
subcontractors in state contracting agencies' state contracts, and
docunentati on of state contracting agencies' good faith efforts to
maxi m ze mnority and wonen- owned busi ness enterprise participation in
such agenci es' contracti ng.

4. The statew de advocate shall investigate conplaints by certified
m nority-owned business enterprises or wonmen-owned busi ness enterprises
concerning a procuring governnental entity's failure to conply with the



requi renents of section three hundred fifteen of this article.

5. The statew de advocate shall report to the director and
commi ssi oner by Novenber fifteenth on an annual basis on all activities
related to fulfilling the obligations of the office of the statew de
advocate including, but not limted to: (a) the nunber of conplaints
i nvestigated; (b) the resolution of conplaints, as applicable; and (c)
i nformati on regardi ng audits conducted pursuant to this subdivision. The
director shall include the unedited text of the statew de advocate's
report within the reports submtted by the departnent of econom c
devel opnent to the governor and the | egislature.
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