8§ 29-e. New York state enmergency assistance program 1. For purposes
of this section the following terns shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Infrastructure" shall nean and include publicly owned storm and
sanitary sewers, water supply systens, drainage systens, transportation
systens, roads and bri dges.

(b) "Municipality" shall nean any county, city, village, or town of
t he state.

(c) "Public facilities" shall nmean and include publicly owned
bui | di ngs, including traditional governnment buildings, such as
court houses, firehouses, police stations, parks, recreational
facilities, and correctional facilities.

(d) "Fund" shall nmean the state's contingency reserve fund established
by | aw.

(e) "The office of energency nmanagenent” shall nean the office within
the division of honeland security and energency services.

2. The governor nmay, upon a finding that a nmunicipality in the state
has suffered substantial damage by an unantici pated natural disaster
whi ch has resulted in significant econom c distress within such
municipality, issue a declaration of significant econom c distress in
accordance with the provisions herein. In determ ning whether such
significant econom c distress exists, the governor shall consider
whet her the following criteria have been net:

(a) the nmunicipality suffered a substantial |oss of assessed val ue;

(b) substantial danage has occurred to rnunicipal buildings, facilities
and infrastructure;

(c) the cost incurred by the nunicipality for clean-up operations is
significant;

(d) businesses within the municipality have experienced significant
econom c loss due to the inability to conduct nornmal business due to the
di saster;

(e) a significant increase in unenploynent clains filed by persons
enpl oyed within the municipality has occurred; and

(f) the county or the county within which the municipality is |ocated
has been declared eligible by the United States small business
adm ni stration for physical disaster and econom c injury disaster |oans.
In addition, the governor shall also consider the extent that other



financi al resources, including federal assistance and insurance, are
available to assist the nmunicipality to repair danmage caused by the
di saster.

3. (a) Upon the issuance of a declaration of significant econom c
di stress due to unanticipated natural disaster by the governor, a
muni ci pality recogni zed by the governor as being affected by such
di saster which occurred on or after Decenber first, nineteen hundred
ninety-two, may apply to the division of honmeland security and energency
services on a formprescribed by such office, for reinbursenment fromthe
state's contingency reserve fund for rei nbursenent of extraordi nary and
unantici pated costs associated with the reconstruction or repair of
public buildings, facilities or infrastructure.

(b) Where the nunicipality applying for assistance authorized pursuant
to this section is a city, and such application pertains to a county
whol |y contained within such city, such city may submt separate
applications for such assistance for each such county.

(c) Such nmunicipality shall be granted the assistance provided
pursuant to this section, within the anobunts made avail abl e by
appropriation fromthe fund, upon approval of such application, provided
that such nunicipality agrees to have a | ocal disaster preparedness plan
pursuant to section twenty-three of this article in effect by Decenber
thirty-first, nineteen hundred ninety-three. On or after Decenber
thirty-first, nineteen hundred ninety-three, no nunicipality shall be
eligible for reinbursenent of such expenses unless such planis in
effect.

(d) Municipalities which have received assistance pursuant to this
section shall, as soon thereafter as may be possible, amend their
respective | ocal disaster preparedness plans to include corrective
nmeasures that nmust be taken in order to avoid, to the extent possible,
simlar emergencies in the future.

(e) Municipalities applying for assistance pursuant to this section
shal | accurately describe the emergency conditions which necessitate the
expenditure of funds for which reinbursenment is being sought pursuant to
this section.

(f) I'n providing assistance pursuant to this section, the division of
honel and security and energency services may give preference to



applicants which denonstrate the greatest need or which docunent that
such assistance will be utilized to bring the applicant into conpliance
with federal or state |aw

(g) I'n the event that anounts appropriated are insufficient to provide
for full reinbursenment of all extraordinary and unantici pated costs
i ncurred by such municipality approved for reinbursenment pursuant to
this section, the division of honeland security and energency services
is authorized to provide a pro rata share of the appropriations,
appropriated herein, to such municipality.

4. (a) The conmm ssioner of the division of honeland security and
energency services as defined in article twenty-six of this chapter with
t he advi ce and consent of the disaster preparedness conm ssion created
pursuant to this article, shall have the power to nmake such rul es and
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary and proper to effectuate the purposes of
this section.

(b) The comm ssioner of the division of honeland security and
energency services shall by March fifteenth of each year report to the
governor and the | egislature describing the activities and operation of
the program aut hori zed by this section. Such report shall set forth the
nunber of rei nbursenment applications received and approved; the
identities of the counties, cities, towns and villages receivVving
rei mbur senent together with the anount and purpose of the rei nbursenent.



