8§ 259-j. Discharge of sentence. 1. Except where a determ nate sentence
was i nposed for a felony other than a felony defined in article two
hundred twenty or article two hundred twenty-one of the penal law, if
the board of parole is satisfied that an absol ute di scharge from
presunptive rel ease, parole, conditional release or release to a period
of post-rel ease supervision is in the best interests of society, the
board may grant such a discharge prior to the expiration of the ful
termor maximumtermto any person who has been on unrevoked conmunity
supervision for at |east three consecutive years. A discharge granted
under this section shall constitute a termnation of the sentence with
respect to which it was granted. No such di scharge shall be granted
unl ess the board is satisfied that the parolee or rel easee, otherw se
financially able to conply with an order of restitution and the paynent
of any mandatory surcharge, sex offender registration fee or DNA
dat abank fee previously inposed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction,
has nmade a good faith effort to conply therewth.

2. The chairman of the board of parole shall promul gate rules and
regul ati ons governing the issuance of discharges fromcomunity
supervi sion pursuant to this section to assure that such discharges are
consistent with public safety.

3. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section to the
contrary, where a term of post-release supervision in excess of five
years has been inposed on a person convicted of a crinme defined in
article one hundred thirty of the penal law, including a sexually
notivated felony, the board of parole may grant a di scharge from
post-rel ease supervision prior to the expiration of the maxi mumterm of
post-rel ease supervision. Such a discharge nay be granted only after
t he person has served at |east five years of post-rel ease supervision,
and only to a person who has been on unrevoked post-rel ease supervi sion
for at |east three consecutive years. No such discharge shall be granted
unl ess the board of parole or the departnent acting pursuant to its
responsi bility under subdivision one of section two hundred one of the
correction |law consults with any |licensed psychol ogi st, qualified
psychiatrist, or other nental health professional who is providing care
or treatnent to the supervisee; and the board: (a) determi nes that a



di scharge from post-rel ease supervision is in the best interests of
society; and (b) is satisfied that the supervisee, otherwi se financially
able to conply with an order of restitution and the paynent of any
mandat ory surcharge, sex offender registration fee, or DNA data bank fee
previously inposed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, has nade a good
faith effort to conply therewith. Before naking a determ nation to

di scharge a person froma period of post-rel ease supervision, the board
of parole may request that the commi ssioner of the office of nental

heal th arrange a psychiatric evaluation of the supervisee. A discharge
granted under this section shall constitute a term nation of the
sentence with respect to which it was granted.

4. Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of |law, a person granted
di scharge pursuant to subdivision one of this section shall be provided
a certificate of relief fromdisabilities pursuant to section seven
hundred three of the correction law or a certificate of good conduct
pursuant to section seven hundred three-b of the correction |aw, as
appl i cabl e.



