8§ 259-d. Hearing officers. 1. The state board of parole shall appoint
and shall have the power to renove, in accordance with the provisions of
the civil service law, hearing officers who shall be authorized to
conduct parol e revocation proceedi ngs. Hearing officers shall function
i ndependently of the departnent regarding all of their decision-naking
functions, and shall report directly to the board, provided, however,
that adm nistrative matters of general applicability within the
departnment shall be applicable to all hearing officers. A hearing
of fi cer conducting such proceedi ngs shall, when del egated such authority
by the board in rules adopted by the board, be required to nmake a
written decision in accordance with standards and rul es adopted by the
board. Nothing in this article shall be deened to preclude a nmenber of
the state board of parole fromexercising all of the functions, powers
and duties of a hearing officer upon request of the chairmn.

2. The board, acting in cooperation with the civil service comm ssion,
shal | establish standards, prelimnary requisites and requisites to
govern the sel ection, appointnment and renoval of hearing officers. Such
standards and requisites shall be designed to assure that persons
sel ected as hearing officers have the ability to conduct parole
revocati on proceedings fairly and inpartially. Such standards shall not
require prior experience as a parole officer. The board shall have the
authority to establish procedures necessary to inplenment this section.



