8§ 203. Additional duties of the comm ssioner. The comm ssioner of the
of fice of general services is authorized, wi thin anounts appropri ated
therefor by the legislature and subject to the witten approval of the
attorney general, to pay and cause to be satisfied and discharged cl ains
for danage to personal or real property or for bodily injuries or
wrongful death caused in connection with the operation of a notor
vehicle (a) by officers or enployees of the state, while acting within
the scope of their enploynment, or (b) by other authorized persons
provi ding service to state governnent while providing such service, or
(c) with relation to notor vehicles which are assigned on a permanent
basis with unrestricted use to state officers or enpl oyees, when caused
by such officer or enployee or by a person requested to operate such
not or vehicle by such officer or enployee in the course of or in
connection with the use of such notor vehicle by such officer or
enpl oyee. Such clains paynents shall be nmade in accordance with a
contract with a private firmto process, adjust, investigate, negotiate,
settle, pay, and subrogate such clains on behalf of the state, as
specified in such contract, provided that such firmis duly licensed to
perform such services by the state departnment of financial services.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, any such contract nay
provi de for the paynment of benefits up to a nmaximumof fifty thousand
dollars for any occurrence in accordance with article fifty-one of the
i nsurance |aw and for such paynents, not based on tort, the attorney
general 's approval shall not be required. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her
provi sion of law, any paynent of other property damage or bodily injury
or wongful death clainms caused by a tort of such officers, enployees,
or other authorized personnel shall not exceed a nmaxi num of twenty-five
t housand dollars for each claimant in accordance with such terns,
conditions and requirenents as shall be set forth in such contract. Any
agency or unit of an agency which is supported by any fundi ng source
ot her than the general fund shall reinburse the general fund for all or
any portion of such paynents made pursuant to this section which are
attributable to the other funding source.

Not hi ng contained in this section or in any contract provided for
herein shall inpair any right or obligation in connection wth any



execut ed contract of insurance entered into by the state separate and
apart fromthe authority granted herein. No noneys appropriated for the
pur poses of this section shall be available for expenditure from such
appropriation until a certificate of approval has been issued by the
director of the budget and copies of such certificate filed with the
state conptroller, the chairman of the senate finance conmttee, and the
chai rman of the assenbly ways and neans committee.



