8§ 20. Natural and nman-nmade di sasters; policy; definitions. 1. It shal
be the policy of the state that:

a. local governnent and energency service organi zations continue their
essential role as the first line of defense in times of disaster, and
that the state provide appropriate supportive services to the extent
necessary;

b. local chief executives take an active and personal role in the
devel opnment and i npl enentati on of disaster preparedness prograns and be
vested with authority and responsibility in order to insure the success
of such prograns;

c. state and local natural disaster and energency response functions
be coordi nated using recogni zed practices in incident managenent in
order to bring the fullest protection and benefit to the people;

d. state resources be organi zed and prepared for inmrediate effective
response to disasters which are beyond the capability of | ocal
governnments and energency service organi zati ons; and

e. state and | ocal plans, organizational arrangenents, and response
capability required to execute the provisions of this article shall at
all times be the nost effective that current circunstances and exi sting
resources all ow.

2. As used in this article the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

a. "disaster" neans occurrence or inmmnent, inpending or urgent threat
of wi de spread or severe danmamge, injury, or loss of |life or property
resulting fromany natural or man-made causes, including, but not
limted to, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high water,
| andsl i de, nudslide, w nd, storm wave action, volcanic activity,
epi dem c, di sease outbreak, air contam nation, terrorism cyber event,
bl i ght, drought, infestation, explosion, radiological accident, nuclear,
chem cal, biological, or bacteriol ogical rel ease, water contam nation,



bridge failure or bridge coll apse.

b. "state disaster energency” means a period beginning with a
decl aration by the governor that a disaster exists and endi ng upon the
term nation thereof.

c. "municipality" nmeans a public corporation as defined in subdivision
one of section sixty-six of the general construction |aw and a speci al
district as defined in subdivision sixteen of section one hundred two of
the real property tax |aw.

d. "comm ssion" neans the disaster preparedness conmm ssion created
pursuant to section twenty-one of this article.

e. "energency services organi zation" nmeans a public or private agency,
vol untary organi zati on or group organi zed and functioning for the
pur pose of providing fire, nedical, anbul ance, rescue, housing, food or
ot her services directed toward relieving human suffering, injury or |oss
of life or damage to property as a result of an energency, including
non-profit and governnental |l y-supported organi zati ons, but excl udi ng
gover nnment al agenci es.

f. "chief executive" neans:

(1) a county executive or manager of a county;

(2) in a county not having a county executive or nanager, the chairnan
or other presiding officer of the county |egislative body;

(3) a mayor of a city or village, except where a city or village has a
manager, it shall nean such manager; and

(4) a supervisor of a town, except where a town has a manager, it
shal | mean such nanager

g. "Di saster energency response personnel” neans agencies, public
of ficers, enployees, or affiliated volunteers having duties and
responsi bilities under or pursuant to a conprehensive energency
managenent pl an.

h. "Enmergency managenent director” neans the governnent official



responsi bl e for emergency preparedness, response and recovery for a
county, city, town, or village.

i. "incident nanagenent team neans a state certified team of trained
personnel fromdifferent departnents, organizations, agencies, and
jurisdictions within the state, or a region of the state, activated to
support and nanage maj or and/ or conplex incidents requiring a
significant nunber of |ocal, regional, and state resources.

j. "executive level officer” neans a state agency officer with the
authority to depl oy agency assets and resources and nake deci sions
bi ndi ng a state agency.

k. "third party non-state resources" neans any contracted resource
that is not owned or controlled by the state or a political subdivision
i ncluding, but not limted to, anbul ances, construction crews, or
contractors.



