8§ 164-b. State aid to rural areas: agency reports. 1. Legislative
intent. The |l egislature hereby finds, declares and determ nes that:

(a) enhanced access to financial and technical assistance avail able
fromstate agencies is of great significance to rural conmunities;

(b) grants and other fornms of state assistance are not always easily
attainable by rural areas with the greatest need;

(c) rural areas across the state continue to suffer fromhigh I evels
of unenpl oynent and poverty, limted access to health care and ot her
human servi ces, individual isolation, shortfalls in famly inconme and
educational attainment, as well as the inability to undertake
i nfrastructure investnent and busi ness devel opnent;

(d) rural communities often lack sufficient expertise and staff to
prepare and process applications for aid, as well as address the
requi renents associated with adm nistration of any proceeds. This,
coupl ed with disproportionate conpetition with [arge netropolitan and
suburban comunities for a dimnishing nunber of grants often places a
rural community at a di sadvantage when attenpting to advance the
betternment of its citizens;

(e) inproved awareness of the ways state agencies provide financial
and techni cal assistance woul d enhance opportunities for rural areas to
make use of such resources, strengthening their ability to respond to
nodern chal | enges.

2. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shal | have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Rural area" shall nean those portions of the state so defined by
subdi vi si on seven of section four hundred ei ghty-one of this chapter;

(b) "State agency" shall nean the follow ng: office for the aging,
departnment of agriculture and markets, office of al coholism and
subst ance abuse services, departnent of econoni c devel opnent, departnent
of education, departnment of environnmental conservation, environnmental
facilities corporation, departnent of health, division of housing and
comunity renewal, job devel opnent authority, office of nental health,
of fice of parks, recreation and historic preservation, departnent of
soci al services, departnent of state, department of transportation,
ur ban devel opnent corporation, and the division for youth;

(c) "Set-aside" shall mean a direct conm tnent of financial and/or



techni cal assistance by state agencies specifically for rural areas as
herei n defi ned;

(d) "Rural program devel opnment” nmeans the systematic identification of
speci al service needs of rural areas by a state agency and the
utilization of said agency's financial, technical and other avail able
resources to hel p neet such need;

(e) "Rural advisory commttee"” neans a commttee created pursuant to
statute or through adm nistrative action by a state agency for the
pur poses of assisting such agency to devel op and i npl enment prograns for
rural areas;

(f) "Regulatory flexibility" neans the consci ous consideration of the
ability of affected individuals and/or groups in rural areas to respond
to state agency rules and regul ations and the state agency's attenpt to
mtigate any negative inpacts which may result from such requirenents on
sai d individuals and/ or groups.

3. Annual reports of state agencies.

(a) In addition to any existing requirenents of state agencies for the
subm ssi on of annual reports, such agencies shall also annually provide:

(i) a listing and description of any set-asides for rural areas in New
York state. Such reports shall include the nunber of applications
submtted, the nunber of applications approved, and the proportionate
share of dollars and/or technical assistance rendered to public and/or
private sector interests within rural areas of the state;

(ii) alisting and description of the activities and participation of
any rural advisory conmttees which directly serve such agency, or of
whi ch the agency is a nenber;
(iii) a listing and description of existing and/or new rural program
devel opnment efforts within the agency, or of which the agency is a part;
(iv) a description of existing and/or new rul e-naking or regul atory
flexibility afforded to rural areas of the state; and

(v) recomendations for any statutory change, as well as financial and
ot her resources to inprove state agency assi stance and responsiveness to
rural areas of the state.

(b) I'n a formprescribed by the governor, all state agencies, as
defined in this section, shall report the annual information required in
paragraph (a) of this subdivision to the governor, with a copy al so



submtted to the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the
senate, the mnority | eader of the assenbly, the mnority | eader of the
senate, and the chairman and vi ce-chairman of the New York state

| egi sl ati ve comm ssion on the devel opnent of rural resources established
pursuant to chapter four hundred twenty-eight of the | aws of nineteen
hundred ei ghty-two. The first such report shall be submtted on or

bef ore January first, nineteen hundred ninety-siX.



