8§ 156-g. Establishnent of teans for urban search and rescue, specialty
rescue and incident support. 1. Authorization to establish urban search
and rescue task force teans, specialty rescue teans, and incident
support teams. The conm ssioner of the division of honmeland security and
energency services after consultation with the state fire adm ni strator
shall have the authority to establish, organize, adm nister, support,
train, and fund urban search and rescue task force teans, specialty
rescue teans, and incident support teans created pursuant to this
secti on.

2. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shal | have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "urban search and rescue task force teant shall nean a specialized
team or group of teans, formed pursuant to this section, organized with
capabilities equivalent to urban search and rescue task force teans
establ i shed under the federal emergency nmanagenent agency in order to
assist in the renoval of trapped victins in energency situations
i ncluding, but not limted to, collapsed structures, trench excavati ons,
el evated | ocations, and other technical rescue situations.

(b) "specialty rescue tean shall nean a specialized team forned
pursuant to this section, organized to provide technical rescue
assistance to first responders including, but not limted to, canine
search and rescue/ di saster response, cave search and rescue, coll apse
search and rescue, mne and tunnel search and rescue, and swft
wat er/ fl ood search and rescue teans. Such teans shall be aligned with
one or nore of the search and rescue categories within the federal
emer gency nmanagenent agency's national resource typing system

(c) "incident support teani shall nean a team of trained response
personnel, formed pursuant to this section, organized to provide
coordi nati on with governnental agencies and non-gover nnent al
organi zations as well as technical, and | ogistical support to urban
search and rescue task force teans and specialty rescue teans.

3. Appointnent and training of team nenbers; equipnent. (a) The
commi ssi oner of the division of honeland security and emergency services
is hereby authorized to appoint nmenbers to any team created pursuant to
this section. Team nenbership shall consist of |ocal energency response



personnel, state agency personnel and specialty personnel as required.
(b) The comm ssioner of the division of honeland security and
energency services shall be responsible for training and equi pping the
teans established pursuant to this section and for training such other
teans |ocated within the state for response to man- made or natural
di sasters to the extent appropriations are provided. The comm ssi oner of
t he division of honeland security and energency services shall support
the capabilities of each team established pursuant to this section with
t he necessary training and equi pnent to ensure nobilization and
depl oynent for rapid response to energencies and di sasters to the extent
appropriations are provided.

4. Accreditation of teanms. The comm ssioner of the division of
honel and security and energency services shall have the authority to
establish an accreditation programto review and eval uate new and
exi sting | ocal and regional technical rescue capabilities, and provide
reconmendati ons for capability enhancenent in accordance with the
nati onal incident nmanagenent system the national response plan, and
national ly recogni zed standards.

5. Defense, indemnification and insurance coverage of team nenbers.
Menbers of the teans forned pursuant to this section who are vol unteer
firefighters, volunteer anbul ance workers, nunicipal or state enpl oyees,
or enpl oyees of a non-governnental entity shall be provided coverage by
their respective nunicipalities, organizations, and entities for
pur poses of sections seventeen and ei ghteen of the public officers |aw
and/ or other defense and i ndemnification coverage and workers'
conpensati on coverage pursuant to applicable provisions of the workers
conpensation |aw or benefits pursuant to applicable provisions of the
volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw or the volunteer anbul ance workers
benefit | aw. Individuals appointed to an urban search and rescue task
force team a specialty rescue teamor an incident support team for
whi ch such coverage is not avail able, shall be deenmed vol unteer state
enpl oyees for purposes of section seventeen of the public officers | aw
and section three of the workers' conpensation | aw.

6. Rules and regul ations. The comm ssi oner of the division of honel and



security and energency services after consultation with the state fire
adm ni strator shall have the authority to pronul gate rul es and
regul ati ons as deened necessary relating to the accreditation of urban
search and rescue task force teans, specialty rescue teans, and incident
support teans and to the formati on and operation of all teans
establ i shed pursuant to this section.

7. Funding. The division of honeland security and energency services
shal | expend the necessary nonies for training, equipnment, and ot her
items necessary to support the operations of urban search and rescue
task force teans, specialty rescue teans and incident support teans
Wi t hin appropriations provided. The division of honeland security and
energency services also may, pursuant to applicable rules and
regul ati ons approved by the director of the division of the budget,
approve grants of funds from nonies all ocated and appropriated for any
or all such teans.



