8§ 153. Specific powers, functions and duties. The departnent of state
shall have the follow ng specific powers, functions and duties:

1. (a) To act as the official state planning agency for all of the
pur poses of sections seven hundred one and seven hundred three of the
federal housing act of nineteen hundred fifty-four, as heretofore and
hereafter anended, except as otherw se provided by | aw

(b) To act as agent for, and enter into contracts and ot herw se
cooperate with, the federal governnent in connection with the authority
referred to in paragraph (a) of this subdivision, and as such agent to
adm ni ster any grant or advance of funds for the assistance of any such
activities to the state, or through the state to the governing bodi es of
municipalities, legally constituted netropolitan or regional planning
agencies, and tribal councils or other legally constituted tribal bodies
for planning for an Indian reservation |ocated within the territorial
jurisdiction of the state of New York, conplying with the provisions of
such grants or advances.

(c) To present any claim other than clainms required by law to be
presented by the comm ssioner of transportation, to the federal
governnment or any agency or official thereof with respect to the funds
made avail able for the purposes specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
t hi s subdi vi sion

(d) To enter into a contract or contracts with any nunicipality,
| egal |y constituted netropolitan or regional planning agency, or tribal
council or other legally constituted tribal body for planning for an
I ndi an reservation |ocated within the territorial jurisdiction of the
state of New York, in connection with the authority provided in
paragraph (a) of this subdivision for grants to be made to such
muni ci pality, planning agency or tribal council or other legally
constituted tribal body by the state, within anmounts appropri ated
therefor, for planning projects approved by the secretary, which
contracts shall provide that the approved cost of a planning project,
over and above the amount which nay be received fromfederal grants
therefor, shall be borne in an anobunt not to exceed one-half thereof by
the state pursuant to such contracts and the remnai nder thereof out of
| ocal funds appropriated therefor by such nunicipality, planning agency
or tribal council or other legally constituted tribal body.



2. To act as the official agent of the state for the purpose of
adm ni stering, carrying out and otherw se cooperating with the federal
governnment in connection with the provisions of the federal Appal achi an
regi onal devel opnent act of nineteen hundred sixty-five as heretofore
and hereafter anmended; to apply for, accept, and expend funds nade
avail abl e by the federal government pursuant to such federal acts and
enter into any necessary contracts or conpacts in connection therewth;
and to take any further action which may be required under the terns of
any such federal act.

3. To act as the official agent of the state for the purpose of
adm ni stering, carrying out and otherw se cooperating with the federal
governnment in connection with the provisions of the federal public works
and econom ¢ devel opnment act of nineteen hundred sixty-five, as
heret of ore and hereafter anmended; to apply for, accept, and expend funds
made avail able by the federal governnent pursuant to such federal acts
and enter into any necessary contracts or compacts in connection
therewith; to review and approve overall econom c devel opnent prograns
prepared under the provisions of such federal acts as to the
qualifications of the area or district organization and the adequacy and
reasonabl eness of such prograns, and every political subdivision of the
state, or private or public non-profit organization or association
submtting an overall econon c devel opnent programto the federa
government nust submt such overall econom c devel opnent program for
review by the departnent of state; to act on behalf of the political
subdi vi sions of the state in connection with naking findings that
projects for which financial assistance is sought under the provisions
of such federal acts are consistent with an overall programfor the
econonm ¢ devel opnent of the area; and to take any further action which
may be required under the terns of any such federal acts, including but
not limted to delineating econom c devel opnent districts and economc
devel opnent regions and providing for the adm nistration of such
districts and regions in any manner deened appropriate by the
departnment, except that with regard to section three hundred two of such
act, the governor shall designate the official agent of the state for
t he purpose of admi nistering, carrying out and ot herwi se cooperating



with the federal governnment in connection with the provisions of such
secti on.

5. (a) To nmke or contract to make, within appropriations therefor,
state grants to nunicipalities to cover fifty per centumof the costs to
muni cipalities of preparing applications to the federal governnent for
federal assistance for the planning of conprehensive city denonstration
prograns as authorized under title one of the denponstration cities and
nmet ropol i tan devel opnent act of nineteen hundred sixty-six as nodified
by the provisions of title | of the housing and community devel opnment
act of nineteen hundred seventy-four, and any federal |aws as heretofore
and hereafter anmended, as such costs shall be certified by the
muni ci pality and approved by the secretary of state.

(b) I'n the case of nunicipalities which have contracted with the
federal government for a federal grant to assist in financing the costs
of planni ng conprehensive city denonstration prograns under the
authority referred to in paragraph (a) of this subdivision, to make or
contract to nake, within appropriations therefor, state grants to such
municipalities to cover fifty per centumof the net cost to the
muni ci pal ity of undertaking and conpl eti ng such pl anni ng, excl usive of
any federal assistance, as such net cost shall be certified by the
muni ci pality and approved by the secretary of state, but in no event
shal |l such state grants exceed one-eighth of the federal grant.

(c) I'n the case of municipalities which have had applicati ons approved
by the federal government for federal assistance for the planning of
conprehensive city denonstration progranms under the authority referred
to in paragraph (a) of this subdivision, but for which federal funds are
not then available, to make or contract to make, within appropriations
therefor, state grants to such nunicipalities in an anount not to exceed
ninety per centum of the reasonably anticipated costs of undertaking and
conpl eti ng such planni ng, as such costs shall be certified by the
muni ci pality and approved by the secretary of state; provided, however,
that no such grant shall be nade unless the nmunicipality agrees to repay
such grant out of federal funds nade available to the nunicipality for
such pl anni ng, when and to the extent such federal funds are nade
avai | abl e.

(d) I'n carrying out the functions, powers and duties prescribed in



par agraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this subdivision and in devel opi ng pl ans
and applications under title one of the housing and community

devel opnment act of nineteen hundred seventy-four, to provide such
techni cal assistance to the nunicipalities as the secretary of state
determ nes to be appropriate.

6. The departnent of taxation and finance is hereby designated to
accept and receive all grants and advances fromthe federal governnent
pursuant to the provisions of sections seven hundred one and seven
hundred three of the federal housing act of nineteen hundred fifty-four
and the provisions of the federal Appal achian regional devel opnent act
of nineteen hundred sixty-five and the federal public works and econonic
devel opnment act of nineteen hundred sixty-five and the federal fire
prevention and control act of nineteen hundred seventy-four, as such
acts may be anended fromtine to tinme, which are provided for the
pur poses specified in subdivisions one, two, three, four and five of
this section and all noneys so accepted and received shall be deposited
by the departnent of taxation and finance in special funds for use
exclusively for the purposes for which such grants or advances were
made. Paynent from such special funds shall be made upon audit and
warrant of the conptroller upon vouchers approved by the secretary.

7. Nothing contained in this section shall be deened to derogate or
detract in any way fromthe functions, powers and duties prescribed by
| aw of any state departnment or agency or any mnunicipality, nor to
interrupt or preclude the direct rel ationships of any such department or
agency with any such nunicipality for the carrying out of such
functions, powers and duti es.



