8§ 152. General functions, powers and duties. The departnent of state,
by and through the secretary of state or duly authorized officers or
enpl oyees, shall have the follow ng functions, powers and duties:

1. To assist the governor in coordinating the activities and services
of those departnments and agencies of the state having rel ationships with
municipalities to the end of providing nore effective services to such
muni ci palities.

2. To keep the governor inforned as to the problens of nunicipalities
and to advise and assist in formulating policies with respect thereto
and utilizing the resources of the state governnent for the benefit of
muni ci palities.

3. To serve as a clearinghouse, for the benefit of municipalities,
regarding information relating to their conmon problens and to the state
and federal services available to assist in the solution of those
probl ens.

4. To refer municipalities to the appropriate departnents and agenci es
of the state and federal governments for advice, assistance and
avai l abl e services in connection with particul ar problens

5. To advise and assist nunicipalities in the solution of particul ar
probl ens.

6. To conduct studies and anal yses of the problens of nunicipalities
and to nmake the results thereof available as the secretary may deem
appropri ate.

7. To encourage and assi st cooperative efforts anong nunicipalities in
devel opi ng anong t hensel ves sol utions of their common probl ens.

8. To encourage expansi on and i nprovenent of training nade avail abl e
to municipal officials, in cooperation with nmunicipalities and the
organi zati ons representing them



9. To consult with and cooperate with nunicipalities and officers,
organi zati ons, groups and individuals representing them to the end of
nore effectively carrying out the functions, powers and duties of the
depart nent.

10. To encourage and facilitate cooperation and col | aborati on anong
agenci es and | evel s of government, and between governnment and the
private sector, for the protection and devel opnent of human, natural and
man- nade resour ces.

11. To advise and assist nmunicipalities in the performance of their
pl anni ng and devel opnent activities.

12. To aid and assist, in the provision and coordination of state
techni cal assistance and services in connection with the planning and
devel opnment activities of nmunicipalities.

13. To provide assistance and gui dance to nunicipalities and, as
appropriate, to the private sector, through the conpilation, formnulation
and di ssem nation of necessary information, projections and techniques
relating to devel opment of resources.

14. To undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or anal yses necessary
for performance of the functions, powers and duties of the departnent
t hrough t he personnel of the departnment or consultants, or in
cooperation with any public or private agencies.

15. To adopt, anmend or rescind such rules, regulations and orders as
may be necessary or convenient for the performance of its functions,
powers and duties under this article.

16. To enter into contracts with any persons, firm corporation or
governnmental agency, and to do all other things necessary or convenient
to carry out the functions, powers and duties expressly set forth in
this article.

17. To effectuate the purposes of this article, and to enable the



departnment properly to carry out its functions, powers and duties, the
secretary of state may request fromany state departnment or agency or
fromany nunicipality, and the sanme are hereby authorized to provide,
appropri ate assi stance, services and data.

22. To prepare and recomrend to the | egislature and the governor
| egi sl ative proposals relating to nmunicipalities.

23. Wth the approval of the governor, to accept and adm ni ster as
agent of the state any gift, grant, devise or bequest, whether
conditional or unconditional, including federal grants, for any of the
pur poses of this article. Any noneys so received may be expended subject
to the same limtations as to approval of expenditures and audits as are
prescri bed for state noneys.



