8§ 139. Conmi ssioners of deeds within the state. 1. Comm ssioners of
deeds in the cities of this state shall be appointed by the comon
councils of such cities respectively, and shall hold office for the term
of two years fromthe date of their appointnent, and until others are
appointed in their places. A vacancy occurring during the termfor which
any comm ssi oner shall be appointed, shall be filled by the comon
council. The comron council of the several cities of this state, except
in cities of this state situate in a county which has a popul ati on of
not | ess than one hundred and ei ghty thousand, and not nore than six
hundred and fifty thousand, according to the |ast state or federal
enuneration, shall at the end of every even nunbered year, by resolution
of the board, determ ne the nunber of conm ssioners of deeds to be
appointed for such cities respectively.

2. The termof office of each comm ssioner of deeds appointed by the
comon council in cities of this state situate in a county which has a
popul ati on of not |ess than one hundred and ei ghty thousand, and not
nore than six hundred and fifty thousand, according to the |ast state or
federal enuneration, shall expire on the thirty-first of Decenber of the
even nunbered year next after he shall be appointed. The commbn counci
of any such city shall in the nonth of Novenber in every even nunbered
year, by resolution, determ ne the nunber of commi ssioners of deeds to
be appointed in such cities, respectively, for the next succeeding two
years.

3. Any person who resides in or maintains an office or other place of
busi ness in any such city and who resides in the county in which said
city is situated shall be eligible to appointnent. Such conm ssioners of
deeds may be appointed by the common council by resolution, and the city
clerk shall imediately after such appointnment, file a certificate
thereof with the county clerk of the county in which such city is
situate, specifying the termfor which the said conm ssioners of deeds
shal | have been appoi nted; the county clerk shall thereupon notify such
persons of their appointnent, and such persons so appoi nted shal
qualify by filing with himhis oath of office, duly executed before such
county clerk or before any person authorized to adm nister an oath,
together with his official signature, within thirty days fromthe date



of such noti ce.

4. The county clerk shall nake a proper index of certificates of
appoi ntment and official signatures filed with him For filing and
i ndexing the certificate of appointnent and official signature, the
county clerk shall be paid a fee of one dollar by the appointee, which
fee shall include the adm nistration of the oath by the county clerk,
shoul d he adm ni ster the sane.

5. If a person appoi nted conm ssioner of deeds shall not file his oath
of office as such conm ssioner of deeds, in the office of the clerk of
the county of his residence, within thirty days after the notice of his
appoi ntment as above provided, his appointnment is deenmed revoked and the
fee filed with his application forfeited.

6. A conm ssioner of deeds nmay file his autograph signature and
certificate of appointment in the office of any county clerk, and the
county clerk of the county in which such city is |ocated, upon request
of any comm ssi oner appoi nted under the provisions of this section and
upon paynent of twenty-five cents for each certificate, nust nake and
deliver to such comm ssioner such nunber of certificates as nay be
required. Such certificates shall be issued under the hand and seal of
the county clerk of the county in which such city is |ocated, show ng
t he appoi ntnment and term of office of such conm ssioner and stating the
county in which he resides. Such a certificate nay be filed in the
of fice of any county clerk upon the paynent of one dollar for such
filing in each office. The clerks of the counties outside the city of
New York, shall each keep a book or card index file in which shall be
regi stered the signature of the comm ssioners so filing such
certificates.

7. The county clerk of the county in which said city is |located shall,
upon demand and upon paynent of the sumof fifty cents, authenticate a
certificate of acknow edgnent or proof of oath taken before such
commi ssi oner of deeds within such city, by subjoining or attaching to
the original certificate of acknow edgnment or proof of oath a
certificate under his hand and official seal specifying that at the tine



of taking the acknow edgnent or proof of oath the officer taking it was
duly authorized to take the sane; that the authenticating officer is
acquainted with the forner's handwiting, or has conpared the signature
on the certificate of acknow edgnent or proof of oath with the autograph
signature deposited in his office by such officer, and that he verily
bel i eves the signature i s genuine.

8. Any instrunment or paper sworn to, proved or acknow edged before a
commi ssi oner of deeds within a city and authenticated as herei nbefore
provi ded by the clerk of a county within which such city is |ocated
shall be recorded and read in evidence in any county in this state
wi t hout further proof; provided, however, that a county clerk's
certificate of authentication shall not be necessary to entitle any deed
or other instrunment or paper so proved or acknow edged to be recorded in
any office where such commi ssioner has filed his autograph signature and
certificate of appointnment or to be read in evidence in any county in
whi ch such conmi ssioner has filed with the county clerk his autograph
signature and certificate of appointnent, as herein provided.

9. The foregoing provisions of this section shall not apply in the
city of New York.



