8§ 9-1901. Legislative purpose and intent.

1. During the |last one hundred years, both the state and private
parties have clainmed title to identical portions of towship forty,
Totten and Crossfield Purchase, in the town of Long Lake, county of
Ham [ ton. Indeed, sone private parties have occupi ed and i nproved a
nunber of such parcels to which the state clains title and, in many
cases, both the state and private parties have paid taxes on such
parcels. In the | ast several decades, the state and sone private parties
have comrenced litigation, at significant expense and with [imted
success, to establish their respective clains over disputed parcels. As
a result of longstanding clains to disputed parcels, the free transfer
of the parcels has been inhibited, thereby creating econom c and soci al
hardship in township forty which, in turn, has prevented both state and
private parties fromthe full use and enjoynent of the parcels. The
| egi sl ature has determ ned that the judicial systemis not an
appropriate forumto resolve these longstanding title disputes and that
a statutory solution is required.

2. For these reasons and as authorized by the provisions of section
one of article fourteen of the state constitution, the legislature finds
that it is in the public interest to conprehensively and expeditiously
resol ve these longstanding title disputes in a manner which is fair and
equitable. The legislature finds that it is in the best interests of the
state, the county of Hami|lton, the town of Long Lake, and the private
parties who claimtitle to portions of township forty to resolve these
title disputes in a structured and efficient manner that results in
clarification of ownership interests, enhancenent of public access to
forest preserve |lands, and the quiet enjoynent of private property.

3. The legislature further finds that resolution of these title
di sputes shall be acconplished in a nmanner that ensures the integrity of
the forest preserve in the Adirondack park and that results in a net
benefit to the forest preserve when conpared to the contested parcels.

4. The legislature further finds that the title disputes associ ated
with township forty constitute a unique situation, found nowhere else in



the state, and that consequently it is equitable and appropriate for the
state to relinquish its claimof title to disputed parcels within the
townshi p. This relinquishnment of clains to title shall not be deened to
set precedent for the relinquishnent of clains to title with respect to
ot her |l ands owned by the state.



