8§ 9-0105. Ceneral powers and duties.

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this article, the
departnment shall have the power, duty and authority to:

1. Exercise care, custody and control of the several preserves, parks
and other state | ands described in this article.

2. Consistent with the provisions of section 9-0109 of this chapter,
establish, acquire, control and nanage state parks, historic sites and
par kways in the forest preserve counties within the sixth park region as
defined in section 41-0101 and to acquire | ands for such purposes when
noneys have been appropriated therefor.

3. Make necessary rules and regul ations to secure proper enforcenent
of the provisions hereof. In particular, the departnent shall have
authority to nmake rul es and regul ati ons prohi biting any person or
persons fromentering upon any state-owned | ands, or restricting the
activities of the public on such | ands, whenever it determ nes that a
serious fire hazard exists thereon, and with the consent of the owner to
extend the applicability of such rules and regulations, in whole or in
part, to privately-owned forest |ands.

4. Establish, operate and maintain nurseries for the production of
trees to be used in reforestation. Such trees may be used to reforest
any | and owned by the state, supplied to owners of private land at a
price not exceeding cost of production, or used for planting on public
| ands under such terns as nay be deened to be for the public benefit.

5. Prepare, print, post or distribute printed matter relating to
forestry and make investigations or experinments with regard to forestry
practices.

6. Receive and accept, in the name of the people of the state, by
gift, devise, or otherwise, the fee or other interest or estate therein
of lands or tinber or both, for general conservation purposes, including
but not limted to water-shed protection, forest nmanagenent, production



of tinber or other forest products, silviculture, forest and outdoor
recreati on and ki ndred purposes.

7. Acquire, when noneys therefor have been appropriated by the
| egi slature or are otherwi se avail able, real property or any interest in
any tinber thereon, situated within the Adirondack or the Catskill parks
or contiguous, connected with or adjacent to either park, deened
necessary for the enlargenent of the forest preserve or for the
conservation of the |ands, forests and waters within the state, and real
property deenmed necessary for the purpose of protecting the forests
within the state fromfire.

7-a. Acquire, with the approval of the director of the budget and
Wi t hin such appropriations as nay be nade avail able therefor by the
| egi sl ature, such abandoned railroad rights-of-way and ot her real
property pursuant to subdivision seven of this section as may be
necessary to develop a systemof trails in the Adirondack and Cat ski l
par ks whi ch shall nesh, where possible, with the conprehensive statew de
trails system pronul gated by the comm ssioner of parks and recreation;
and promnul gate, devel op and inprove such trails systens within said
parks in order to nmake such trails suitable and avail able for use. For
t he purposes of this subdivision "trails" shall include footpaths,
bi keways, snowmbile trails, horse trails, cross country ski trails,
roads and ot her rights-of-way suitable for hiking, strolling, cycling,
hor seback riding, skiing and other neans of notorized and non-notorized
travel for recreational purposes and shall include conbinations and
systens of trails, including connecting and side trails, and trails
| eading to scenic and recreational areas.

8. Exam ne the forest |ands under the charge of the several state
i nstitutions, boards or other managenent for the purpose of advising and
cooperating in securing proper forest managenent of such |ands.

9. Bring any action or proceeding for the follow ng purposes:

a. to enforce the state's rights or interests in real property which
an owner of |and would be authorized to bring in Iike cases;



b. to insure the enforcenent of the provisions of this article;

C. to determne in trespass, ejectnent or other suitable actions, the
title to any |l and cl ai med adversely to the state;

d. to cancel tax sales or to set aside cancell ations of tax sal es.

10. Conprom se or adjust any judgnent or clainms arising out of
viol ations of any provisions of this article, except where title to | and
i s invol ved.

11. Have custody of all abstracts of title, papers, contracts or
nmenoranda rel ating thereto, except original deeds to the state, for any
| ands purchased or conveyed to the state for forest preserve purposes.

12. Enter into cooperative agreenent with the United States Departnent
of Agriculture, the United States Departnment of Labor, the United States
O fice of Economic Qpportunity, nmunicipalities or persons for the
pur pose of better protecting the forests of the state fromfire and
pests and pronoting the practice of forestry. Moneys received fromthe
United States governnent, nunicipalities or persons in accordance with
such agreenents shall be deposited with the Division of Finance in the
Depart ment of Taxation and Fi nance, and may be withdrawn by the Division
of Finance upon the warrant or order of the Comm ssioner of
Envi ronnent al Conservation. The provisions of section 121 of the State
Fi nance Law shall not apply to any nobneys received pursuant to the
provi sions of this subdivision if used for the purposes indicated.

13. When an honest dispute arises as to the |ocation of the boundary
| i ne between | and owned by the state, over which the departnent has
control and supervision, and | and privately owned, execute a boundary
| i ne agreenment between the owners of such private | ands and the state,
subj ect to the approval of the Comm ssioner of General Services.

14. Designhate or approve, whenever the Comm ssioner of Correction or
the director of the division for Youth so requests, sites on | and under



its control for the establishnment of work canps to which persons
transferred to the correctional canps for youth, or to youth opportunity
or youth rehabilitation centers nay be sent; designate and approve work
for such persons in conservation projects on publicly owned | ands or

| ands over which the State has a permanent easenent for fishing right
pur poses, and provi de technical supervision for such work; and designate
and approve work for such persons in conservation projects on |ands
owned by Cornell University for the use of the State University Coll ege
of Agriculture, and by Syracuse University for the use of the State
University of New York College of Environnmental Science and Forestry.

15. Make rules and regulations and issue pernmts for the tenporary use
of the forest preserve.

16. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as extending the
jurisdiction of the department over the real or personal property now or
hereafter under the control or in the custody of Palisades Interstate
Par k Commi ssion, but the departnent, subject to the powers of the
commi ssioner, is authorized to cooperate with Palisades Interstate Park
Comm ssion by the joint enploynment of wardens, foresters and keepers for
the nutual protection of the |lands under their respective jurisdiction
and ot her conm ssions and the preservation of the forests thereon and of
the fish and gane therein.

17. Refund, to the persons entitled thereto, noneys heretofore or
hereafter received by the departnent pursuant to any |aw or to an order
rule or regul ati on made and prescri bed by the conm ssioner regul ating
t he di scharge of the functions, powers and duties of the departnent and
deposited to the general fund, upon satisfactory proof of entitlenent.
Such refunds shall, upon approval of the comm ssioner and after audit by
the Conptroller, be paid fromany noneys available to the departnment in
t he general fund.

18. Establish, operate and maintain a search and rescue programin
fire tows and fire districts of the state. For the purposes of this
section fire towns shall nean such towns provided for in section 9-1107
of this chapter and fire districts shall be deened to be the fire



protection areas provided for in section 9-1109 of this chapter and
regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to the authority of such sections.
Pursuant to such programthe forest ranger force of the departnent shal
have the authority to organi ze, direct and execute search operations for
| ost persons or civilian aircraft and conduct rescue operations for
persons injured or in serious danger of injury in the wild, renote and
forested areas of fire towns and fire districts of the state; provided
that, where crimnal conduct is suspected or fugitive search is involved
such search or rescue operations shall be conducted under the
jurisdiction of the appropriate |aw enforcenent agency. Search and
rescue operations outside of fire towns and fire districts nay be
conducted by the forest ranger force upon request of the agency
conducti ng such operation.

19. ldentify, manage and conserve plants and ecol ogical comunities
that are rare in New York state, |ocated on state-owned | ands under the
jurisdiction of the departnment, and participate in the New York natural
heritage program created pursuant to section 11-0539 of this chapter,
to identify rare plants, aninmals and ecol ogi cal conmunities.

20. Exercise such other powers and duties as are provided by |aw.



