8§ 8-0113. Rules and regul ati ons.

1. After consultation with the other agencies subject to the
provisions of this article, including state agenci es and representatives
of local governments and after conducting public hearings and revi ew of
any other conments submitted, the conm ssioner shall adopt rules and
regul ati ons inplenmenting the provisions of this article within one
hundred and twenty days after the effective date of this section.

2. The rules and regul ati ons adopted by the comm ssioner specifically
shal | incl ude:

(a) Definition of ternms used in this article;

(b) Criteria for determ ning whether or not a proposed action nay have
a significant effect on the environnent, taking into account social and
econonmi c factors to be considered in determ ning the significance of an
environnmental effect, including whether it nay cause or increase a
di sproportionate pollution burden on a di sadvantaged comunity;

(c) ldentification on the basis of such criteria of:

(i) Actions or classes of actions that are likely to require
preparation of environnental inpact statenents;

(ii) Actions or classes of actions which have been determ ned not to
have a significant effect on the environnent and which do not require
environnmental inpact statenments under this article. In adopting the
rul es and regul ati ons, the conm ssioner shall nake a finding that each
action or class of actions identified does not have a significant effect
on the environment;

(d) Typical associated environnental effects, and nethods for
assessing such effects, of actions determned to be likely to require
preparation of environnental inpact statenents;

(e) Categorization of actions which are or may be prinmarily of
statew de, regional, or local concern, with provisions for technical
assi stance including the preparation or review of environnental i npact
statenents, if requested, in connection with environnental inpact review
by | ocal agencies.

(f) Provision for the filing and circulation of draft environnmental
i npact statenents pursuant to subdivision four of section 8-0109, and
environnment al inpact statenments pursuant to subdivision six of section



8-0109, including, in addition to any other circulation and public

avai lability requirements, naking such statenments avail able free of
charge to the public and government agencies on the publicly-avail able
Internet website, unless inpracticable. Printed filings and public
notices shall clearly indicate the address of the website at which such
filing is posted,

(g) Scope, content, filing and availability of findings required to be
made pursuant to subdivision eight of section 8-0109;

(h) Form and content of and |level of detail required for an
envi ronnment al inpact statenent; and

(i) Procedures for obtaining conments on draft environnmental i npact
statenents, hol ding hearings, providing public notice of agency
decisions with respect to preparation of a draft environnental
statenent; and for such other matters as may be needed to assure
effective participation by the public and efficient and expeditious
adm nistration of the article.

(j) Procedure for providing applicants with esti mates, when requested,
of the costs expected to be charged them pursuant to subdivision seven
of section 8-0109 of this article.

(k) Appeals procedure for the settlenent of disputed costs charged by
state agencies to applicants pursuant to subdivision seven of section
8-0109 of this article. Such appeal procedure shall not interfere or
cause delay in the determ nation of environnental significance or
prohi bit an action from bei ng undert aken.

(1) A nodel assessnent formto be used during the initial reviewto
assi st an agency in its responsibilities under this article.

3. Wthin the tinme periods specified in section 8-0117 of this article
t he agencies subject to this article shall, after public hearing, adopt
and publish such additional procedures as nmay be necessary for the
i npl ementation by themof this article consistent with the rules and
regul ati ons adopted by the conmm ssioner.

(a) Existing agency environnental procedures may be incorporated in
and integrated with the procedures adopted under this article, and
variance in formal one shall constitute no objection thereto. Such
i ndi vi dual agency procedures shall be no |l ess protective of
envi ronnment al val ues, public participation, and agency and j udi ci al



revi ew than the procedures herei n mandat ed.

(b) Such agency procedures shall provide for interagency working
rel ati onships in cases where actions typically involve nore than one
agency, liaison with the public, and such other procedures as may be
required to effect the efficient and expeditious adm nistration of this
article.

4. Coordination with agricultural districts program The conmm ssioner,
in consultation with the comm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets, shal
anend the regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to the provisions of this
section as necessary and appropriate to assure the adequate
consideration of inpacts of public acquisitions, or the advancenent of
public nonies for non-farm devel opnment on | ands used in agricultural
production and unique and irreplaceable agricultural |ands within
agricultural districts in accordance with the provisions of subdivision
four of section three hundred five of the agriculture and markets | aw.



