8§ 8-0103. Legislative findings and decl aration.

The | egislature finds and decl ares that:

1. The mai ntenance of a quality environment for the people of this
state that at all times is healthful and pleasing to the senses and
intellect of man now and in the future is a matter of statew de concern.

2. Every citizen has a responsibility to contribute to the
preservati on and enhancenent of the quality of the environnent.

3. There is a need to understand the rel ationship between the
mai nt enance of high-quality ecol ogical systens and the general welfare
of the people of the state, including their enjoynent of the natural
resources of the state.

4. Enhancenent of human and conmunity resources depends on a quality
physi cal environnent.

5. The capacity of the environnent is limted, and it is the intent of
the legislature that the governnment of the state take i mrediate steps to
identify any critical thresholds for the health and safety of the people
of the state and take all coordi nated actions necessary to prevent such
t hreshol ds from bei ng reached.

6. It is the intent of the legislature that to the fullest extent
possi bl e the policies, statutes, regul ations, and ordi nances of the
state and its political subdivisions should be interpreted and
adm ni stered in accordance with the policies set forth in this article.
However, the provisions of this article do not change the jurisdiction
bet ween or anong state agencies and public corporations.

7. It is the intent of the legislature that the protection and
enhancenent of the environnment, human and comunity resources shall be
gi ven appropriate weight with social and econom ¢ considerations in
public policy. Social, economc, and environnental factors shall be
consi dered together in reaching decisions on proposed activities.



8. It isthe intent of the legislature that all agencies conduct their
affairs with an awareness that they are stewards of the air, water,
| and, and living resources, and that they have an obligation to protect
the environnment for the use and enjoynent of this and all future
generati ons.

9. It is the intent of the legislature that all agencies which
regul ate activities of individuals, corporations, and public agencies
which are found to affect the quality of the environment shall regulate
such activities so that due consideration is given to preventing
envi ronnment al danage.



