8§ 75-0111. dimate justice working group.

1. There is hereby created within the departnent, no |ater than six
nonths after the effective date of this article, a "clinate justice
wor ki ng group”. Such working group will be conprised of representatives
from environnental justice conmunities, the departnent, the departnent
of health, the New York state energy and research devel opnment authority,
and the departnent of |abor.

a. Environnental justice community representatives shall be nenbers of
comunities of color, |owincone communities, and conmunities bearing
di sproportionate pollution and clinate change burdens, or shall be
representatives of comunity-based organi zations with experience and a
hi story of advocacy on environmental justice issues, and shall include
at least three representatives fromNew York city conmunities, three
representatives fromrural communities, and three representatives from
upstate urban comrunities.

b. The working group, in consultation with the departnent, the
departnments of health and | abor, the New York state energy and research
devel opnment aut hority, and the environnental justice advisory group,
will establish criteria to identify disadvantaged communities for the
pur poses of co-pollutant reductions, greenhouse gas eni ssions
reductions, regulatory inpact statenents, and the all ocation of
investnents related to this article.

c. Disadvantaged communities shall be identified based on geographic,
public health, environnental hazard, and soci oeconom c criteria, which
shal | include but are not limted to:

i . areas burdened by curul ative environnmental pollution and ot her
hazards that can | ead to negative public health effects;

ii. areas with concentrations of people that are of |ow incone, high
unenpl oynment, high rent burden, |low | evels of home ownership, |ow levels
of educational attainnent, or nenbers of groups that have historically
experienced discrimnation on the basis of race or ethnicity; and



iii. areas vulnerable to the inpacts of climte change such as
fl oodi ng, storm surges, and urban heat island effects.

2. Before finalizing the criteria for identifying disadvant aged
comunities and identifying di sadvantaged comunities pursuant to
subdi vi sion one of this section, the departnent shall publish draft
criteria and a draft |ist of disadvantaged conmunities and make such
informati on available on its website.

a. The council shall hold at |east six regional public hearings on the
draft criteria and the draft |ist of disadvantaged communities,
including three neetings in the upstate region and three neetings in the
downst ate region, and shall allow at |east one hundred twenty days for
t he subm ssion of public comment.

b. The council shall also ensure that there are neani ngful
opportunities for public comment for all segments of the popul ation that
will be inpacted by the criteria, including persons living in areas that
may be identified as di sadvantaged comuni ti es under the proposed
criteria.

3. The group will nmeet no less than annually to review the criteria
and nmet hods used to identify di sadvantaged conmunities and may nodify
such nmethods to incorporate new data and scientific findings. The
climate justice working group shall reviewidentities of disadvantaged
comunities and nodi fy such identities as needed.



