8§ 58-0503. Prograns, plans and projects.

1. Eligible open space working | ands conservation and recreation
projects include, but are not limted to:

a. costs associated with open space | and conservati on projects;

b. costs associated with purchasi ng conservati on easenents to protect
farm and pursuant to article twenty-five-aaa of the agriculture and
markets | aw, and

C. costs associated with recreational infrastructure projects.

2. The department or the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation are authorized to undertake open space | and conservation
projects, in cooperation with willing sellers pursuant to subdivi sion
one of this section and may enter into an agreenent for purchase of real
property or conservation easenents on real property by a nunicipality or
a not-for-profit corporation. Any such agreenment shall contain such
provi sions as shall be necessary to ensure that the purchase is
consistent with, and in furtherance of, this title and shall be subject
to the approval of the conptroller and, as to form the attorney
general . I n undertaking such projects, such comm ssioners shall consider
the state | and acquisition plan prepared pursuant to section 49-0207 of
this chapter. Further, the departnment or the office of parks, recreation
and historic preservation are authorized to provide state assi stance
paynments to nmunicipalities for eligible projects consistent with
par agraphs a and c¢ of subdivision one of this section.

3. The cost of an open space | and conservation project shall include
the cost of preparing a managenent plan for the preservation and
beneficial public enjoynment of the |and acquired pursuant to this
section except where such a managenent plan al ready exists for the
acquired | and.

4. The departnent and the departnent of agriculture and markets are
aut hori zed to provide, pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision one of



this section, farm and preservation inplenentation grants to county
agricultural and farm and protection boards pursuant to article
twenty-five-aaa of the agriculture and nmarkets law, or to

muni cipalities, soil and water conservation districts or not-for-profit
corporations for inplenentation of projects.

5. The departnent is authorized to expend noneys to purchase
equi pnent, devices, and other necessary materials and to acquire fee
title or conservation easenents in lands for nonitoring, restoration,
recovery, or reintroduction projects for species |listed as endangered or
threatened or listed as a species of special concern pursuant to section
11- 0535 of this chapter.

6. The departnment or the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation are authorized to expend noneys for the planning, design,
and construction of projects to devel op and i nprove parks, canpgrounds,
nature centers, fish hatcheries, and other recreational facilities.

7. The conm ssioner and a not-for-profit corporation nay enter into a
contract for the undertaking by the not-for-profit corporation of an
open space | and acquisition project.

8. Real property acquired, devel oped, inproved, restored or
rehabilitated by or through a municipality pursuant to paragraph a of
subdi vi si on one of this section or undertaken by or on behalf of a
municipality with funds nade avail able pursuant to this title shall not
be sold, |eased, exchanged, donated or otherw se disposed of or used for
ot her than public park purposes w thout the express authority of an act
of the legislature, which shall provide for the substitution of other
| ands of equal environnental value and fair narket val ue and reasonably
equi val ent useful ness and | ocation to those to be discontinued, sold or
di sposed of, and such other requirenents as shall be approved by the
commi ssi oner.

9. Provided that for the purposes of selecting projects for funding
under paragraphs a and b of subdivision one of this section, the
rel evant agencies shall develop eligibility guidelines and post



i nformati on on the departnent's website in the environnmental notice
bul letin providing for a thirty day public comment period and upon
adoption post such eligibility guidelines on the rel evant agency's

websi t e.



