8 56-0307. Open space |and conservation projects.

1. The conm ssioner and the conmm ssioner of the office of parks,
recreation and historic preservation are authorized to undertake open
space | and conservation projects, in cooperation with willing sellers.
I n undertaking projects, the respective comm ssioner shall give
consideration to the plan prepared pursuant to section 49-0207 of this
chapter. Projects shall devel op, expand or enhance water quality
protection or public access to water bodies, including but not limted
to coastlines, aquifers, watersheds, |akes, rivers and streans.

2. Projects which are not identified in the state |and acquisition
pl an prepared pursuant to section 49-0207 of this chapter shall not be
proposed for acquisition by the state under this section if any town,
village, or city within which such project is located notifies the state
of its objection to such acquisition. Such objection shall be
transmtted by resolution within ninety days of the notification by the
state of its interest in such acquisition to the comm ssioner of the
of fice of parks, recreation and historic preservation and shal
effectively prevent the state from undertaki ng such acquisition.

3. The commi ssioner or the comm ssioner of the office of parks,
recreation and historic preservation nmay enter into an agreenent for the
mai nt enance and operation of open space | and conservation projects
outside the Adirondack or Catskill Parks undertaken pursuant to this
section by a nunicipality, a not-for-profit corporation, or
uni ncor por at ed associ ati on whi ch denonstrates to the conm ssioner's
satisfaction that it is financially or otherw se capable of operating
and mai ntaining the project for the benefit of the public and of
maxi m zi ng public access to such project. Any such agreenent shal
contain such provisions as shall be necessary to ensure that its
operation and nai ntenance are consistent with, and in furtherance of,
this article and shall be subject to the approval of the director of the
budget, the conptroller and, as to form the attorney general.

4. The cost of an open space | and conservation project shall include
the cost of preparation of a managenent plan for the preservation and



beneficial enjoynment of the | and acquired pursuant to this section
except where such consi derations have al ready been undertaken as part of
any existing plan applicable to the newy acquired | and.

5. The comm ssioner of agriculture and markets is authorized to
provi de state assistance paynents to county agricultural and farm and
protection boards, or to nmunicipalities provided the proposed project is
endorsed for funding by the agricultural and farm and protection board
for the county in which the nunicipality is |located, for inplenmentation
of projects identified in agricultural protection plans pursuant to the
programas set forth in article twenty-five-AAA of the agriculture and
mar ket s | aw.



