§ 55-0103. Legislative findings.
The |l egislature finds that:
1. The scientific evidence of groundwater contam nation is nounting;
2. Such contam nation, once it occurs, is often irreversible;

3. Wthin this area subject to sole source aquifer designation, due to
their particular rate of recharge and associ at ed hydrogeol ogi cal
conditions, certain groundwater recharge watershed areas are
particularly critical for the maintenance of |arge volunes of high
qual ity groundwater for |ong periods of tineg;

4. In the face of nounting cases of groundwater contam nation from
toxi ¢ organi c conmpounds, nutrients, salts and other pollutants, the
state needs a program for the designation, protection and nmanagenent of
speci al groundwat er protection areas;

5. It is desirable to maintain natural vegetative and hydrogeol ogic
conditions in special groundwater protection areas;

6. Prevention of the contam nation of high quality groundwater and the
protection of special groundwater protection areas costs substantially
| ess than nmeasures to nmitigate harmfoll owi ng contam nation; and

7. There is a denonstrated need to protect, preserve and enhance the
| and and wat er resources of special groundwater protection areas through
a new program whi ch combi nes the capabilities and resources of the
| ocal, state and federal governnents and the private sector.

8. Sone of the nonpoint source control strategies devel oped for the
speci al groundwat er protection areas can be used to mnimze further
contam nation in devel oped deep aquifer recharge areas.



