8§ 54-1511. State assistance payments for climate smart comunity
proj ect s.

1. Unless otherw se specified by |aw, the conm ssioner is authorized
to provide on a conpetitive basis, within anounts appropriated, state
assi stance paynents to a nunicipality toward the cost of any climte
smart community project approved by the comm ssioner provided that the
commi ssi oner determnes that future physical climte risk due to sea
| evel rise, and/or storm surges and/or flooding, based on avail abl e data
predicting the likelihood of future extreme weather events, including
hazard ri sk analysis data if applicable, has been considered, except
that such determ nation shall not apply to rebates for eligible
pur chases pursuant to section 54-1521 of this title.

2. The conm ssioner and a municipality may enter into a contract for
t he undertaking of a climte smart community project. Such project shal
be recomrended to the conm ssioner by the governing body of the
muni ci pality, and when approved by the comm ssioner, undertaken by the
municipality pursuant to this article and any other applicable
provi sions of |aw.

3. State assistance paynents shall not exceed fifty percent of the
project cost or two mllion dollars, whichever is |ess, provided however
if a municipality neets criteria established by the departnent relating
to either financial hardship or disadvantaged conmunities pursuant to
section 75-0101 of this chapter, the comm ssioner may authorize state
assi stance paynents of up to eighty percent of the project cost or two
mllion dollars, whichever is |l ess. Such costs are subject to fina
conput ati on and determ nation by the comm ssioner upon conpletion of the
project, and shall not exceed the maxi mumeligible cost set forth in the
contract. A determ nation of financial hardship shall be based on
criteria that clearly indicates that the nunicipality is experiencing
significant and wi despread financial distress, with primry
consideration given to whether a nunicipality has a nedi an househol d
i nconme at or bel ow ei ghty percent of the state nedi an househol d i ncone.

4. The comm ssioner shall promulgate rules and regul ati ons whi ch shal



include criteria for determning eligible expenditures and procedures
for governing the commtnent and di sbursenent of funds appropriated in
accordance with this title. The conm ssioner shall also pronulgate rules
and regul ati ons which shall include application procedures, review
processes, and project approval guidelines and criteria.



