8§ 53-0305. Designation of comm ssioner.

For the purposes of this title, the comm ssioner is designated as the
appropriate state official to coordinate federal funding of urban
forestry and arboriculture progranms and by regul ati on nay provide for
t he subm ssion and approval of urban forestry and arboriculture plans.
The departnent will also provide technical assistance to urban areas for
urban forestry and arboriculture, and encourage the participation of
muni ci pal foresters, private agencies, organizations, firns, and
i ndividuals to furnish urban forestry and arboricultural services in
order to carry out the purposes of this title. The conmm ssioner may take
steps necessary to facilitate the cooperation of private agencies and
organi zations with nmunicipalities for the purposes of this article,
including long-termcontracts with private parties for the use of vacant
public lands in or around urban areas, subject to other requirenments of
state law and the jurisdiction of other public agencies with respect
thereto, for purposes of urban forestry and arboriculture under this
article, and to provide trees and shrubs for planting in accordance with
an approved urban forestry or arboricultural plan. This program shall be
adm ni stered in cooperation with the Cornell cooperative extension and
the soil and water conservation districts to avoid duplication between
t hese agencies and the departnent.



