§ 53-0301. Legislative purpose.

The | egislature finds and decl ares that:

1. It is the purpose of this title to pronote a conprehensive urban
forestry programto assure positive benefit fromurban trees planned and
managed wi th adequate recognition of the physical, biotic and soci al
surroundi ngs in which they are encouraged to grow and provide their
benefits.

2. Trees can serve as a vital link between man in the urban setting
and his environnment, if properly planned and nanaged.

3. Trees and shrubs can inprove the quality of urban environnments by
hel ping to prevent erosion, by providing shade, nodifying extremes of
tenperature and hum dity, helping to reduce noise and air pollution, and
enhancing the aesthetic quality of life. Al so, vegetation in urban green
space can contribute to urban water shed managenent and provide habitats
for desirable urban wildlife.

4. Growing conditions in urban areas for trees and associated plants
are frequent and recurrent probl ens because of highway and street
wi deni ng, sidewal k reconstruction, air pollution, nodified drainage,
erosion, soil fertility depletion, insects and di sease, nechani cal
hazards and ot her adverse influences resulting fromconcentrated use of
| and. On the other hand, many mature urban areas have |l arge tracts of
open space on which nore urban vegetation could be grown.

5. Inproved and expanded urban tree prograns for planting and
mai nt enance of trees and associ ated vegetation in urban areas would help
make urban areas nore pleasant and healthful places to |ive, work and
visit; and

6. Trees are an inportant econom c asset and resource to urban areas
by increasing |and val ues and by nodi fyi ng extrenes of tenperature,
hum dity and wi nds and thereby have an inportant role in reducing the
anount of energy consunmed in heating and cooling nmany urban buil di ngs



and hones.



