§ 53-0101. Legislative purpose.

There is a direct relationship between the planting of trees, shrubs
and associ ated vegetation in sufficient nunber in popul ated areas and
the health, safety, and welfare of conmunities. Trees and such
veget ati on abate noi se, provide wel cone shade to people, preserve the
bal ance of oxygen in the air by renoving carbon di oxide and fostering
air quality, and add col or and verdure to human construction. They al so
stabilize the soil and control water pollution by preventing soi
erosion and fl ooding, yield advantageous mcroclinmatic effects, and
provide a natural habitat for wildlife. The destructive and
i ndi scrimnate renoval of trees and rel ated vegetati on causes increased
muni ci pal costs for proper drainage control, inpairs the benefits of
occupancy of existing residential properties and inpairs the stability
and val ue of both inproved and uni nproved real property in the area of
destruction, and adversely affects the health, safety, and general
wel fare of the inhabitants of the state. In the interests of a greener
and nore livable state, it is determned by the |legislature that an
affirmati ve programto encourage the conservation and planting of trees,
shrubs and ot her vegetation is necessary in the public interest in order
that com ng generations will continue to enjoy and benefit by our care
in a green New YorKk.



