8§ 49-0203. State |land acquisition policy.

1. The purpose of the |and acquisition program of the departnent and
the office is to provide for the conservation, protection, and
preservati on of open space, natural, historic and cultural resources and
t he enhancenent of recreational opportunities.

2. The departnment and the office shall first consider in each
acqui sition whether acquisition of conservation easenent or other |ess

than full fee title interests would fulfill the purposes for which the
particul ar acquisition is sought. If it is determned that a
conservati on easenent or other interest would fulfill such purposes, the
departnment or the office will use its best efforts to acquire such

easenment or interest, where practicable.

3. The departnment and the office shall consider future physical
climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or storm surges and/or flooding,
based on avail able data predicting the likelihood of future extrene
weat her events, including hazard risk analysis data if applicable.

4. It is the policy of the state, acting through the departnent and
the office, to pursue acquisitions through voluntary agreenment to the
maxi num extent practicable to achieve the purposes of this article.
Accordi ngly, the process of em nent domain shall only be used when
reasonabl e efforts to obtain a voluntary agreenent have been exhausted.
Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of lawto the contrary, the departnent and
the office shall tender to the owner of any |ands proposed for
acqui sition by em nent donmain an offer to purchase such | ands for the
val ue thereof as determ ned by the departnent or the office in
accordance with section three hundred three of the em nent domain
procedure | aw. Such offer nust have been nmade for at |east ninety days
bef ore the departnment or office makes a finding pursuant to article two
of the em nent domain procedure |law to acquire the | and by en nent
dormai n; however, such ninety day period shall not be required in those
cases in which the respective conm ssioner has nade a witten
determ nation that there is a significant risk of i mediate and
irreversi ble environnental degradation. In the event that the departnent



or office undertakes the process of em nent domain and prior to the
public hearing required by section two hundred one of the em nent donain
procedure |l aw, the respective comm ssioner shall give notice of such
undertaking to the state |land acquisition advisory council, created
pursuant to section 49-0211 of this title. The foregoi ng provisions of

t his paragraph shall not apply to | ands acquired pursuant to article
sixteen or title thirteen of article twenty-seven of this chapter or

| ands with respect to which the owner has consented to the use of

em nent donmain or where the use of emnent donmain is required to quiet
title.

The conmi ssioners shall also provide the state | and acquisition
advi sory council with the determ nations and findings required by
section two hundred four of the em nent domain procedure | aw.



