§ 48-0111. Environnental justice interagency coordinating council.

1. There is hereby established an environmental justice interagency
coordi nati ng council which shall have the power and duty to:

(a) coordinate the activities of agencies required to adopt an
environnmental justice policy pursuant to section 48-0109 of this article
i n devel oprment and i npl enentation of such policies; and

(b) serve as a clearinghouse for state agencies and the public for
i nformati on on environnental justice policies, environmental justice
coordinators in state agencies and related activities of state agencies,
and maintain information services, including but not limted to an
Internet site and a toll-free tel ephone nunber, to informthe public on
envi ronnment al justice.

2. The environnental justice coordinating council shall include the
commi ssi oner; the comm ssioner of the department of economc
devel opnment; the conm ssioner of the departnent of transportation; the
presi dent of the environnental facilities corporation; the president of
the New York State energy research and devel opnent authority; the
chai rman of the public service commi ssion; the chairmn of the power
authority of the State of New York; or their designees; and every staff
menber chosen by an agency to serve as environnental justice coordinator
pursuant to section 48-0109 of this article. The council shall consult
wi th the permanent environnental justice advisory group; representatives
of mnority and | owinconme comunities, including commnity-based
organi zations that advise or assist mnority and | owincome communities
on environnental matters; representatives of businesses that hold
state-issued permts or otherw se operate subject to this chapter
representatives of |ocal governnents; representatives of |ocal, state,
or national organizations pronoting environnental conservation;
researchers and educators; and any other parties the council deens
appropri ate.

3. The coordinating council shall neet at |east bi-annually and shal
designate one of its nenbers to serve as chairperson and one of its
menbers to serve as secretary for the devel opnment and di ssem nati on of
m nutes and reports. Al such neetings shall be subject to the open



neetings |aw. At | east one neeting annually shall be held jointly with
t he permanent environnental justice advisory group established pursuant
to section 48-0105 of this article. Each nenber shall be entitled to
designate in witing a representative to attend neetings in his or her
pl ace and to vote or otherwi se act on his or her behalf in his or her
absence.



