8 46-0109. Powers and duties of the conmi ssion.

The conm ssion shall have the power:

1. To sue and be sued.

2. To make by-laws for the nanagenent and regulation of its affairs.

3. To make and execute contracts and all other instruments necessary
or convenient for the exercise of its powers and functions under this
article.

4. To appoint an executive officer, officers, agents and enpl oyees,
and prescribe their duties and qualifications and fix their
conpensati on.

5. To utilize, to the extent feasible, the staff and facilities of
exi sting state and | ocal agencies, pursuant to an allocation to be nade
by the state division of the budget or the chief executive officer of
the | ocal government as applicabl e.

6. To contract for professional and technical assistance and advi ce.

7. To contract for and to accept assistance, including but not limted
to gifts, grants, easenents or |oans of funds or real property or
personal property fromthe federal government or any agency or
instrumentality thereof, or fromany agency or instrunentality of the
state, or fromany other public or private source and to conply, subject
to the provisions of this article, with the terns and conditions
t hereof, subject to the approval of the division of the budget.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provision of section eleven of the state finance

| aw, the conmi ssion nay accept gifts, grants, devises and bequests,
whet her conditional or unconditional, with the approval of the director
of the budget.

8. To conduct scientific and environnental studies.



9. Notw thstandi ng the provisions of section 9-1105 of this chapter or
any other provision of law, to take, or cause to be taken, necessary and
appropriate fire managenent actions to protect the flora and fauna of
the preserve provided that:

(i) such actions have been approved in witing by the conm ssioner and
are pursuant to a witten plan for the conduct of the requested burn,
whi ch plan shall include provisions for limting the area to be burned
and restricting the burn to that area, as well as enmergency suppression
procedures; and

(ii) no burning shall be conducted until the chief or other official
in charge of the fire departnment or conpany wthin whose territorial
jurisdiction the proposed burn is |ocated has been given the opportunity
to review and corment on the witten plan and the fire departnent or
conpany di spatcher has been notified of the actual date and tinme and
estimated duration of such action; and

(iii) no burning shall be prescribed within seventy-five feet of
privately owned land within or adjacent to the preserve which has not
been dedicated to the preserve, except upon the approval of such
adj acent | andowner.

10. To construct, or cause to have constructed, necessary facilities
i ncluding paths and trails, an environnental education center and
rel ated parking areas on no nore than five percent of the preserve.

11. To conduct environnental education prograns.

12. To facilitate and provi de passive recreational activities
i ncl udi ng hi king, nature study and phot ography.

13. To control access and use of the preserve as is necessary and
appropriate to maintain the ecol ogi cal community of the preserve
i ncl udi ng establishment of an adm ssion control systemby permt on
either a group or individual.

14. To review and approve proposed dedications to the preserve and
reconmend additions to the preserve.



15. To advise and assi st state agencies, mnmunicipalities and private
property owners whose | and adjoins the preserve on | and use and
managenent techni ques that are conpatible with the | and managenent needs
of the preserve.

16. To encourage individuals, corporations, associations and public
entities to protect and preserve the unique resources of the preserve.

17. To prepare an annual report on the conduct of its activities which
shall include a recormended budget for the next year.

18. To exercise and perform such other powers and duties as shall have
been or may be fromtine to time conferred by | aw

19. To acquire real property as may be necessary for the purposes and
functions of the conm ssion. Such real property nay be acquired in the
nane of the comm ssion by purchase, exchange, gift, devise, bequest, or
by ot her | egal neans.



