8§ 45-0105. Definitions.

As used or referred to in this article unless a different meaning
clearly appears fromthe context:

1. The term"trust"” shall mean the state nature and historical
preserve trust continued by section 45-0107 of this article.

2. The term"trustee" shall nean the conm ssioner of environnental
conservati on.

3. The term"real property" shall nean | ands and waters, including
i mprovenents thereon, structures, and hereditanments, title to which may
be in fee sinple absolute or any | esser interest, including but not
limted to, easenents, rights of way, uses, |eases, |licenses and every
estate, interest or right, legal or equitable.

4. The term "preserve" shall nmean the state nature and historica
preserve, as referred to in section 4 of article XIV of the State
Consti tution.

5. The term "l ands of ecol ogical significance" shall nean state-owned
| ands and waters that harbor plants, animls or ecological comunities
that are rare in New York state or exenplary occurrences of nore conmon
ecol ogi cal comunities. For the purposes of this article, the term
"exenpl ary occurrences of an ecological comunity” means a
representative, high quality exanple of a given ecological comunity
type, characterized by a distinctive assenblage of interacting plant and
ani mal popul ations, including old-growmh forests.

6. The term"old-growth forest"” shall nean a parcel of at |east ten
acres which includes all of the follow ng: an abundance of |ate
successi onal tree species, at |east one hundred eighty to two hundred
years of age in a contiguous forested | andscape that has evol ved and
reproduced itself naturally, with the capacity for self perpetuation,
arranged in a stratified forest structure consisting of nultiple growh
| ayers throughout the canopy and forest floor, featuring canopy gaps



formed by natural disturbances creating an uneven canopy and a

conspi cuous absence of nultiple stermed trees and coppices. Typically,
old-growth forest sites also are characterized by an irregul ar forest

fl oor containing an abundance of coarse woody materials which are often
covered by nosses and lichens, show limted signs of human disturbance
si nce European settlenent, have distinct soil horizons that include
definite organic, mneral, alluvial accumul ation, and unconsol i dated

| ayers, and have an understory that displays well devel oped and diverse
surface herbaceous | ayers.



