§ 44-0119. Greenway conpact.

1. The council shall guide and support a cooperative planning process
to establish a voluntary regional conpact anong the counties, cities,
towns and villages of the greenway to further the recommended criteria
of natural and cultural resource protection, conservation and nanagenent
of renewabl e natural resources, regional planning, econon c devel opnent,
public access and heritage educati on.

2. Initially, the council shall offer technical assistance fromthe
conservancy and state agencies to the riverside communities in attaining
t he goal of establishing and havi ng maxi mum effective inplenentation of
| ocal pl anni ng and zoni ng through natural and cultural resources
i nventories, the adoption of a conprehensive zoni ng ordi nance or |ocal
| aw, master plan, site plan and subdivision plat review consistent with
the greenway criteria. The council shall also encourage the use of
cluster zoning, historic preservation ordi nances, transfer of
devel opnent rights, conservation easenents, designation of critical
envi ronnment al areas and ot her zoning techni ques where appropriate to
attain | ocal planning and environnmental objectives and participation in
t he coastal nanagenent program and the state urban cultural park
program The council and the conservancy nmay each, consistent with their
respective responsibilities as provided in this article, enter into
contracts not to exceed fifty percent of project cost with riverside
comunities and in consultation with appropriate state agencies for
pur poses of adm nistrating grants pursuant to this subdivision
i ncluding, but not limted to, grants to conduct natural and cul tural
resources inventories, prepare or update a master plan, a zoning
ordi nance, a transfer of devel opnent rights ordi nance, a | ocal
governnment waterfront revitalization program an urban cultural park
feasibility study or nanagenent plan or a tourism devel opnent
feasibility study or plan. Any comrunity which receives a grant pursuant
to this subdivision my, at the discretion of the council or the
conservancy, contribute its fifty percent of the project cost in the
formof an in kind or other non-nonetary contribution.

3. Not later than four years after the effective date of this article,



the council shall convene neetings of the chief elected officials of
counties, cities, towns and villages or their designated representatives
for each of the subregional districts designated by the council. Such
officials in each district shall organize to prepare, or cause to be
prepared within twenty-four nonths, a conprehensive regional plan for
their district to be submtted to the council. The conservancy shal

of fer technical assistance in preparation of such plans and anendnents
thereof. Wthin funds avail able therefor, the council shall grant funds
to nmeet the cost of each regional plan and anmendnents thereof. Each such
regi onal plan shall address the greenway criteria and the objectives
adopted by the council by provisions including, but not limted to,

i dentifying devel opnents of regional inpact and areas of regional
concern including, but not limted to identifying necessary public
facilities and infrastructure consistent with such criteria and

obj ectives and providing for the voluntary adoption by action of a | ocal
| egi sl ative body and i nplenentation of rel evant provisions by each
participating county, city, town and village. The council shall review
each regional plan for its consistency with the greenway criteria and
obj ectives and to assure that the regional plans conformto establish an
overall greenway conpact. Upon finding such consistency and conformance,
the council shall approve the regional plan and, upon approving all the
regi onal plans, shall produce an overall greenway plan to be known as
the conpact. If the local officials in any district fail to produce a
regional plan for their district or submt such plan which the counci
cannot approve, the council may prepare or cause to be prepared a
district plan which cities, towns and villages in such district may
voluntarily adopt by local |aw to beconme participating communities. The
council's actions shall not be inconsistent with the requirenents of
article forty-two of the executive law in approving any regi onal plan.

4. Upon approval by the council of a regional plan, each county, city,
town or village within the district for which the plan was prepared and
whi ch adopted the plan by its | ocal |egislative body shall becone a
participating community in the greenway conpact by adopting the regional
pl an as provided in such plan.

4-a. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this article, the mayor of



the city of New York may subnit those portions of such city's waterfront
revitalization program prepared pursuant to article forty-two of the
executive | aw and adopted through the process for the adoption and
anendnent of plans contained in the charter of such city, as such
program applies to areas within the greenway, as the regional plan for
the region conprised of the areas of Bronx and New York counties

desi gnat ed pursuant to section 44-0109 of this article. The mayor of
such city may submt anmendnents to such regional plan adopted through
the process for the adoption and anendnment of plans contained in the
charter of such city. Any such plan or amendnent thereof submtted
pursuant to this subdivision shall be deenmed to have been approved
pursuant to this section and, upon subm ssion of such plan, the areas of
the city of New York designated pursuant to section 44-0109 of this
article and which are also included within such plan shall be deened to
be a participating community and, unless otherw se specified, the nayor
of such city shall exercise the authority granted to such participating
comunity. Solely for purposes of subdivision five of this section the
plan submtted by the city of New York pursuant to this section and any
anendnents thereto shall not be deenmed a generic environnental inpact
statenent or regional plan.

4-b. Nothing contained in this article shall be deened to affect,
i mpair or supersede the provisions of any city charter, local law, rule
or other local requirenents and procedures heretofore or hereafter
adopted, including, but not limted to, any such provisions relating to
the zoning and use of |and.

5. A regional plan prepared consistent with the procedures of section
8-0109 of this chapter relating to the preparation and contents of an
environnment al inpact statenment shall be considered a generic
environnment al inpact statenent. Actions proposed in confornmance with the
conditions and threshol ds established in such regional plan will require
no further conpliance with article eight of this chapter.

6. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of |aw, any state agency nay
provide in inplenenting a ranking systemfor allocating funds for
infrastructure, |land acquisition or park assistance projects a



preference not to exceed the equival ent of an advantage of five percent
for such projects which are identified in a regional plan approved
pursuant to this section.

* 7. For each such participating community there shall be indemity

fromthe state in the event of |egal actions brought agai nst the
comunity or its agents that may result fromthe community's acquisition
of land consistent with its regional plan or the adoption or
i npl ementation of any | and use control including, but not limted to, a
zoning law or ordinance. Such indemity shall not apply to the counties
of New York and Bronx for such | egal actions brought as a result of New
York City's adoption of a regional plan or amendnents thereto pursuant
to subdivision four-a of this section. Such indemity shall apply to the
extent that any such claimexceeds the insurance coverage obtai ned by
the council pursuant to subdivision twenty-three of section 44-0107 of
this article; provided, however, such indemity shall not apply to any
such claimthat results fromintentional wongdoing, recklessness, gross
negl i gence or an unlawful discrimnatory practice as provided in
subdi vi sions two, two-a, three-b, four, paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subdi vi sion five and subdivisions six, seven, fourteen and ei ghteen of
section two hundred ninety-six of the executive law and 42 U S.C. 8§ 8
1981, 1983 by such community or its agents. In any claimagainst a
participating community of unlawful discrimnatory practice, the
attorney general shall not represent the defendant or defendants;
provi ded, however, that if the plaintiff is not the prevailing party,
t he def endant or defendants shall be reinbursed by the state for al
reasonabl e attorneys' fees and litigation expenses incurred in the
def ense of the action.

* NB Repeal ed Decenber 31, 2027

8. Pursuant to a chapter of the |aws of New York to be enacted,
authority shall be granted for a community to utilize other innovative
zoni ng techniques in carrying out the conpact.

9. In addition to any other funds available fromthe state,
participating comrunities and nonprofit entities designated by such
comunities shall be eligible for capital, program and pl anni ng nmat chi ng
grants fromthe council and the conservancy including, but not limted



to grants for municipal historic preservation projects to acquire,
restore or rehabilitate property |listed on the state or nati onal

regi sters of historic places or for educational prograns related to such
hi stori c places, mnunicipal park projects for the acquisition,

devel opnment or inprovenment of recreational facilities or the acquisition
of land for open space conservati on and nmanagenent of renewabl e natura
resources and natural resource protection including the preservation of
endanger ed species and their natural comrunities, waterfront
revitalization projects to acquire land for public access to the Hudson
river or to protect river resources or to clear waterfront sites for
public or private water dependent uses or to devel op, inprove or
rehabilitate water dependent or waterfront facilities including wharfs
and piers, consistent with a |ocal waterfront revitalization program
urban cultural park projects for planning, program acquisition or

devel opnment consistent with the purposes of article thirty-five of the
par ks, recreation and historic preservation |aw, tourism nmarketing

proj ects, devel opment and commercial revitalization and community

devel opnment prograns and projects, natural resources inventories,
agriculture preservation projects and public and private infrastructure
i nprovenent related to the devel opnment of the greenway trail, from noney
appropriated fromthe Hudson river valley greenway fund. The state share
of the cost of such projects shall not exceed fifty percent of the total
project cost. Such grants shall be nade by the council and the
conservancy consistent with their respective responsibilities as
provided in this article. The council and conservancy shall enter into
contracts with participating communities and in consultation with
appropriate state agencies for the purpose of adm nistering these
grants.

10. The council and conservancy shall create a comrttee conprised of
three nenbers from each who shall establish a procedure by which ot her
grants not delineated herein, which are consistent with the greenway
criteria, shall be nade.

11. Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of |law, participating
comunities shall be eligible to take part in and receive grants and
| oans fromthe urban devel opnent corporation's urban and conmunity



devel opnent program and regi onal econoni c devel opnent program

12. The council may, after holding a public hearing in the appropriate
district, withdraw its approval of a regional plan where it finds that
there has been a significant failure to inplenment such plan by a
majority of the participating counties, cities, towns and vill ages
within the district. Wen approval has been withdrawn from a regi onal
pl an, the comunities therein may not have the benefits of participating
comunities pursuant to subdivisions five through nine of this section.
The council shall report such wthdrawal of approval to the governor and
the legislature stating the reasons for such action consistent with
subdi vi si ons one through six of this section.

13. The council may pronul gate rul es and regul ati ons providing for
mai nt ai ni ng and updati ng the conpact.



