8 40-0101. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.

The | egislature finds and declares that the | ands, water and air of
New York state constitute an irreplaceabl e resource upon which is
founded the well -being of public health, economic vitality and the
state's environnment. These resources may be contam nated by rel eases of
hazar dous substances from acti ve and abandoned storage facilities. Once
t hese resources are contam nated, they cannot be conpletely restored to
their original state and therefore, contam nation of the resources nust
be prevented through inproved safeguards in storage, handling and
processi ng of hazardous substances.

The |l egislature finds and declares these releases to be a threat to
the public health and wel fare and hereby exerci ses the power of the
state to prevent these releases fromoccurring through the establishnent
of a state regulatory program governi ng existing, new and abandoned
facilities.



