8§ 3-0301. Ceneral functions, powers and duties of the departnent and the
commi ssi oner.

1. It shall be the responsibility of the departnment, in accordance
Wi th such existing provisions and limtations as may be el sewhere set
forth in law, by and through the comm ssioner to carry out the
environnmental policy of the state set forth in section 1-0101 of this
chapter. In so doing, the comm ssioner shall have power to:

a. Coordinate and devel op policies, planning and prograns related to
the environnment of the state and regi ons thereof;

b. Pronpote and coordi nate nmanagenent of water, land, fish, wildlife
and air resources to assure their protection, enchancenent, provision,
al | ocation, and bal anced utilization consistent with the environnental
policy of the state and take into account the cunul ative inpact upon al
of such resources in naking any determ nation in connection with any
|icense, order, permt, certification or other simlar action or
promul gating any rule or regul ation, standard or criterion;

bb. Prescribe the qualifications for operators of public sewage
treatment plants.

c. Provide for the propagation, protection, and managenent of fish and
other aquatic life and wildlife and the preservation of endangered
speci es;

cc. Prescribe and certify the qualifications for operators of solid
wast e managenent facilities as defined in section 27-0701 of this
chapter; provided, however, that the comm ssioner shall not require the
certification of operators until the comm ssioner shall have identified
or established prograns of training within the state that satisfy such
qual i fications;

d. Provide for the care, custody, and control of the forest preserve;

e. Provide for the protection and nanagenent of marine and coast al



resources and of wetl ands, estuaries and shorelines;

f. Foster and pronote sound practices for the use of agricultural
| and, river valleys, open |and, and other areas of uni que val ue;

g. Encourage industrial, commercial, residential and comunity
devel opnment whi ch provi des the best usage of | and areas, maxim zes
environnmental benefits and mnimzes the effects of |ess desirable
envi ronnment al condi ti ons;

gg. Develop a plan to maxim ze the use of telecomruting to conserve
energy ot herwi se used by the personnel of the departnent in commuting to
their assigned workplace. Wthin one year of the effective date of this
par agr aph, the departnment shall submt a report to the governor and the
| egi slature on the inpact of such plan to include, but not be limted
to, energy conservation, air quality, workforce acceptance, office costs
and potential cost savings.

h. Assure the preservation and enhancenent of natural beauty and
man- nade scenic qualities;

hh. Cooperate with the office of probation and correctional
alternatives by identifying appropriate worksites where persons
perform ng conmunity service as part of a crimnal disposition may be
assigned to provide cl eanup and ot her nmi ntenance services in order to
preserve and enhance the state's natural beauty and human- made scenic
qualities. Such sites may include but are not limted to the state's
shorel i nes, beaches, parks, roadways, historic sites and ot her natural
or human- made resources.

i. Provide for prevention and abatenent of all water, land and air
pol lution including, but not limted to, that related to hazardous
substances, particul ates, gases, dust, vapors, noise, radiation, odor,
nutrients and heated |iquids;

j. Pronote control of pests and regulate the use, storage and di sposal
of pesticides and other chem cals which may be harnful to nan, ani mals,



plant life, or natural resources;

k. Pronote control of weeds and aquatic growh, devel op net hods of
prevention and eradi cation, and regul ate herbici des;

| . Provide and recommend nethods for the recovery, recycling and
reuse; or, where recycling and reuse are not possible, the disposal of
solid wastes, including donestic and industrial refuse, junk cars,
litter and debris consistent with sound heal th, scenic, environnental
quality, and |l and use practices;

m Prevent pollution through the regulation of the storage, handling
and transport of solids, |iquids and gases which nay cause or contribute
to pollution;

n. Pronote restoration and recl amati on of degraded or despoil ed areas
and natural resources;

0. Encourage recycling and reuse of products to conserve resources and
reduce waste products;

p. Adm ni ster properties having unique natural beauty, w | derness
character, or geol ogical, ecological or historical significance
dedicated by law to the state nature and historical preserve;

g. Formul ate guides for neasuring presently unquantified environnent al
val ues and rel ati onships so they may be given appropriate consi deration
along with social, economc, and technical considerations in
deci si on- maki ng;

r. Encourage and undertake scientific investigation and research on
t he ecol ogi cal process, pollution prevention and abatenent, recycling
and reuse of resources, and other areas essential to understandi ng and
achi evenent of the environnmental policy;

s. Assess new and changi ng technol ogy and devel opnent patterns to
identify long-range inplications for the environnment and encourage



alternatives which mnimnmze adverse inpact;

t. Monitor the environnent to afford nore effective and efficient
control practices, to identify changes and conditions in ecol ogi cal
systens and to warn of energency conditions;

u. Encourage activities consistent with the purposes of this chapter
by advi si ng and assisting | ocal governnents, institutions, industries,
and i ndi vi dual s;

v. Undertake an extensive public informati on and education programto
i nform and invol ve other public and private organi zati ons and groups and
the general public in the conmtnent to the principles and practices of
envi ronnment al conservati on and devel op prograns for the teaching by
ot hers of such principles and practices;

w. Cooperate with the executive, |egislative and planning authorities
of the United States, neighboring states and their municipalities and
t he Domi nion of Canada in furtherance of the policy of this state as set
forth in section 1-0101

X. Exercise and perform such other functions, powers and duties as
shal | have been or may be fromtinme to tinme conveyed or inposed by | aw,
i ncluding, but not limted to, all the functions, powers and duties
assigned and transferred to the departnment fromthe Departnent of
Heal t h, Conservation Departnent, Departmnent of Agriculture and Markets,
and Ofice for Local Governnent in the Executive Department by chapter
140 of the laws of 1970.

y. To prevent and control air pollution energencies, as defined in
subdi vision 1 of section 1-0303 hereof. In exercising such prevention
and control the departnment and the comm ssioner may limt the
consunption of fuels and use of vehicles, curtail or require the
cessation of industrial processes and limt or require the cessation of
i nci neration and open burning, and take any other action he may deem
necessary to prevent and/or control air pollution energencies. The
department and comm ssi oner shall adopt and inplenent by rule and



regul ati on a plan designed to prevent and control such air pollution
ener genci es.

z. Wthin anmounts appropriated to the departnent, to contract, outside
the city of New York, with federally-funded nonprofit organi zations that
are organi zed for the purpose of beautification of highways, parks and
recreati on areas and enpl oy persons sixty years of age or ol der whose
net annual incone does not exceed one thousand dollars to carry out such
activities. The contract shall name the organization, the anmount and
manner of paynent for the service to be rendered, nature of such
service, the rendering of a verified account of the disbursenments and
verified or certified vouchers therefor attached, a refund of any unused
anount, and such other conditions upon the use thereof as nay be deened
pr oper.

2. To further assist in carrying out the policy of this state as
provided in section 1-0101 of the chapter the departnment, by and through
t he conmi ssioner, shall be authorized to:

a. Adopt, amend or repeal environmental standards, criteria and those
rul es and regul ati ons having the force and effect of standards and
criteria to carry out the purposes and provisions of this act. Any such
environnmental standard, criterion, rule or regulation or change thereto
shal | becone effective thirty days after being filed with the Secretary
of State for publication in the "Oficial Conpilation of Codes, Rules,
and Regul ations of the State of New York" published pursuant to section
one hundred two of the Executive Law. This provision shall not in any
way restrict the conm ssioner in the exercise of any function, power or
duty transferred to himor her and heretofore authorized to be exercised
by any other department acting through its comm ssioner to pronul gate,
adopt, anend or repeal any standards, rules and regul ati ons. No such
environnmental standards, criterion, rule or regulation or change thereto
shal | be proposed for approval unless a public hearing relating to the
subj ect of such standard shall be held by the comm ssioner prior thereto
not | ess than sixty days after date of notice therefor, any provision of
law to the contrary notw thstanding. Notice shall be given by public
advertisenment of the date, tine, place and purpose of such hearing.



aa. (1) A "construction energency” is damage to or an i mm nent danger
of failure, or the mal function of buildings, structures or property
caused by a sudden and unexpected occurrence which involves a pressing
necessity for imediate repair, reconstruction or mai ntenance in order
to permit the safe continuation of necessary public use or function, or
to protect the property of the state of New York, or the life, health or
safety of any person.

(2) Whenever the comm ssioner determ nes and declares that a
construction energency exists, the comm ssioner may have i nmedi ate work
performed to protect life, linb, property, public health or safety, or
essential services by utilizing the services of a contractor selected in
accordance with procedures devel oped by the departnment and approved by
the state conptroller

(3) Such procedures shall provide for consideration of solicitation of
sufficient conpetition to the extent practicable, fromresponsible
contractors representative of the contracting community by inviting at
| east five contractors who are capabl e of perform ng such work;
permtting said contractors to examne the site and subnit bids for the
required enmergency restoration work at a time and place to be determ ned
by the conm ssioner; and subm ssion of a notice of emergency award for
publication in the procurenent opportunities newsletter as soon as
practicable after the award.

(4) Such energency work shall reasonably be expected to be conpl eted
within a period of thirty days and energency contracts shall be let only
for work necessary to renedy or alleviate a construction energency.

(5) If the selected contractor is already under contract to the
department such work nay be undertaken as additional work on the
exi sting contract, notw thstandi ng the existing scope of work.

(6) The comm ssioner shall pronptly notify the office of the state
conptroller, the office of the attorney general, and the office of the
di vision of the budget, and shall provide an estinmate of the cost and
duration of the energency work.

b. Enter into contracts with any person to do all things necessary or
convenient to carry out the functions, powers and duties of the
depart nent.



bb. Devel op and inplenment an "I Love New York Fishing" passbook
programto encourage additional fishing in this state. The program shal
be adm ni stered according to the provisions of subdivision five of
section 11-1307 of this chapter.

c. Review and apprai se prograns and activities of state departnents
and agencies in light of the policy set forth in section 1-0101 of this
chapter for the purpose of determining the extent to which such prograns
and activities are contributing to the achi evenent of such policy and to
make reconmendations to such departnents and agencies with respect
thereto, including but not limted to, environnental guidelines for
t heir use.

cc. Cooperate with the department of agriculture and markets, the
environnmental facilities corporation, and other state agencies and
public authorities to establish methods to facilitate |oans to eligible
borrowers to prevent and control non-point source water pollution and to
devel op educational materials for potential borrowers, including,
without limtation, nenbers of the agricultural comunity, about the
| ow-i nterest | oans avail able through the water pollution control |inked
deposit program and to devel op an application formto be provided to
| enders for the |linked deposit |oan requests. The departnent may
promul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary and reasonable for the
operation of the program

d. Consult with and co-operate wth:

(1) Oficials of departnents and agencies of the state having duties
and responsibilities concerning the environnent;

(2) Oficials and representatives of any public benefit corporation in
t he state;

(3) Oficials and representatives of the federal governnment, of other
states and of interstate agencies on problens affecting the environnent
of this state;

(4) Persons, organizations and groups, public and private, utilizing,
served by, interested in or concerned with the environnent in the state;

(5) The appropriate conmttee or commttees of the Legislature.



e. Appear and participate in proceedings before any federal regulatory
agency involving or affecting the purposes of this departnent.

f. Undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or analyses it may deem
rel evant through the personnel of the departnent or in co-operation with
any public or private agencies, including educational, civic and
research organi zations, colleges, universities, institutes or
foundations, for the acconplishment of the purposes of the departnent.

g. Enter and inspect any property or prem ses for the purpose of
i nvestigating either actual or suspected sources of pollution or
contam nation or for the purpose of ascertaining conpliance or
nonconpl i ance with any law, rule or regulation which nay be pronul gated
pursuant to this chapter. Any information relating to secret processes
or nethods of nmanufacture shall be kept confidential.

h. Conduct investigations and hold hearings and conpel the attendance
of witnesses and the production of accounts, books, docunents, and
nondocunent ary evi dence by the issuance of a subpoena.

i . Advise and cooperate with nunicipal, county, regional and other
| ocal agencies and officials within the state, to carry out the purposes
of chapter 140 of the laws of 1970.

j. Act as the official agency of the state in all matters affecting
t he purposes of the departnent under any federal |aws now or hereafter
to be enacted, and as the official agency of a county, town, city,
village or authority in connection with the grant or advance of any
federal or other funds or credits to the state or through the state to
its | ocal governing bodies for the purposes of chapter 140 of the | aws
of 1970.

k. Report fromtime to time to the Governor and nake an annual report
to the Governor and the Legi sl ature.

| . Formul ate and execute contracts, keep accounts, record personnel



data, acquire real or personal property, including acquisition by
condemnati on, appropriation, gift grant, devise or bequest, adjust
clainms, conpile statistics and engage in research opportunities; al
according to the statutes or departnent orders and regul ations in such
cases made and provi ded.

m Adopt such rules, regulations and procedures as nay be necessary,
convenient or desirable to effectuate the purposes of this chapter.

n. Study, nonitor, control and regulate pollution fromnotor vehicle
exhaust em ssi ons.

0. Wien requested to do so by another state with which New York has
reci procal ly agreed to provi de personnel and equi pment, provide such
personnel and equi pment for use in suppression of forest fires upon
| ands within such other state.

p. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, delegate to
muni ci pal health or environnental departnents or agencies or other
appropriate governnmental entities including the state soil and water
conservation conmmttee and the soil and water conservation districts,
any of which shall neet such qualifications relating to adequate
authority, expertise, staff, funding and other natters as nay be
prescribed, such functions of review, approval of plans, issuance of
permts, |icenses, certificates or approvals required or authorized by
this chapter as the comm ssioner may deem appropriate in order to
expedite the review of matters within the jurisdiction of the
departnment, to provide for better coordination anong different |evels of
governnment or to enhance environnental protection, subject to such
conditions as he may establish. The powers del egated pursuant to this
part may be withdrawn by the conm ssioner, at any tinme, upon thirty days
witten notice to the departnent, agency or other governnental entity
including the state soil and water conservation commttee and the soi
and water conservation districts holding such powers by virtue of this
par agr aph.

g. Require that a witten instrunent submtted pursuant to this



chapter or a rule or regulation adopted pursuant hereto contain a form
notice to the effect that fal se statenments made therein are puni shabl e
pursuant to section 210.45 of the penal |aw.

r. Notw thstanding the provisions of article six of the public
officers law, deny access to inspection of records which identify
| ocations of habitats of species designated endangered pursuant to
section 11-0535 of this chapter, protected pursuant to section 9-1503 of
this chapter or any other species or unique conbination of species of
flora or fauna where the destruction of such habitat or the renoval of
such species therefromwould inpair their ability to survive provided,
however, that the conm ssioner nmay, in his discretion permt access to
such inspection to persons engaged in legitimate scientific and academ c
research.

s. Coordi nate and conduct Arbor day cerenonies on the |ast Friday of
April in cooperation with the departnment of education and the depart nent
of agriculture and markets.

t. Establish a program in consultation with the conservation fund
advi sory council for the sale of limted edition prints of fish and
wildlife paintings with the proceeds to be credited to the conservation
fund established pursuant to section eighty-three of the state finance
| aw.

u. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provisions of this chapter, establish a
programto offer for sale to the public of itens synbolic of
contributions nade to support departnent activities perforned as steward
of lands under its jurisdiction. The terns upon which such itens will be
avai |l abl e and the rel evant donations for such itens shall be set forth
in regulations to be pronul gated by the conm ssioner provided, however,
that no such itemshall be offered unless the ambunt of such donation
exceeds the value of the item All receipts of the departnment from such
contributions shall be deposited in and separately accounted for in an
account in the mscell aneous state special revenue fund, expenditures
fromwhich shall be limted to the activities of the departnent pursuant
to this paragraph and activities perforned as steward of |ands under its



jurisdiction.

v. Except for the forest preserve which is under the care, custody and
control of the departnent pursuant to paragraph d of subdivision one of
this section and subdivi sion one of section 9-0105 of this chapter,
adm ni ster and manage the real property under the jurisdiction of the
departnment for the purpose of preserving, protecting and enhancing the
nat ural resource value for which the property was acquired or to which
it is dedicated, enploying all appropriate managenent activities.

w. Shall prepare and subnit to the federally appointed "Aquatic
Nui sance Species Task Force" two conprehensi ve managenent plans, after
notice and opportunity for public coment, for funding of New York state
activities under the Federal Non-indi genous Aquatic Nui sance Prevention
and Control Act of 1990, Public Law 101-646, by January 1, 1992. (One
such plan shall identify those areas or activities within the state,
ot her than those related to public facilities, where technical and
financial assistance is needed within the state to elimnate or reduce
environnmental, public health and safety risks and to mtigate the
financi al inpact upon the state associated with non-indi genous aquatic
species, particularly zebra nussels. The other plan shall be a "public
facility managenent plan" which is limted solely to identifying those
public facilities within the state for which technical and financi al
assi stance is needed to reduce infestations of zebra nmussels. Each plan
shall identify the nanagenent practices and neasures that will be
undertaken to reduce infestations of aquatic nui sance species,
especially zebra nussels, and include the following: (1) a description
of the state and | ocal prograns for environnentally sound prevention and
control of the target species; (2) a description of federal activities
that may be needed for environnentally sound prevention and control of
aquati c nui sance species and a description of the manner in which those
activities should be coordinated with state and | ocal governnent
activities; and (3) a schedule for inplenmenting the plan, including a
schedul e of annual objectives. In devel oping and inpl enenting these
managenent plans, the departnment shall, to the maxi num extent
practicable, involve |ocal governnents, regional entities and public and
private organi zati ons that have expertise in the control of aquatic



nui sance species. Copies of these plans shall also be submtted to the
tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly, and

t he departnent shall annually, on or before January first, submt to the
tenporary president of the senate and speaker of the assenbly a report
on the activities of the departnment under these plans.

x. Consistent with paragraph v of subdivision 1 of this section, offer
for sale advertising or corporate sponsorship space in various
departnmental publications, including but not linmted to "The
Conservationist”, the annual conpilation and syllabus of |aws, rules and
regul ati ons governing fish and wildlife as required by section 11-0323
of this chapter, and offer for sale informational and pronotional
material related to lands, facilities and resources under the
jurisdiction of the departnment. Any proceeds realized fromthe sale of
advertising or corporate sponsorships shall be deposited in a speci al
revenue account to be selected by the departnent and the division of the
budget except that proceeds from advertising or corporate sponsorship in
"The Conservationist” shall be deposited in the environnental
conservation special revenue fund, "The Conservationi st" magazi ne
account, and proceeds from advertising or corporate sponsorship in the
annual conpilation and syl labus of |laws, rules and regul ati ons governi ng
fish and wildlife as required by section 11-0323 of this chapter shal
be deposited in the conservation fund.

* y. The departnent, by contract or otherwi se, is hereby authorized to
engage i n ganes, contests or other pronotions or advertising schenes or
pl ans, hereinafter referred to as "an event or events," which are
i ntended to increase, inprove, stabilize or otherw se assist in
devel opnment of the subscriber base of "The Conservationist" in
accordance with the foll ow ng:

(1) An event may include sweepstakes and other simlar marketing
techni ques intended to hei ghten public awareness, interest and
participation in departnment prograns including but not limted to
pur chasi ng of subscriptions, |licenses, or canping permts.

(2) The departnent is authorized to offer the opportunity to receive
gifts, prizes or gratuities, as determ ned by chance, w thout any
consi deration therefor.

(3) The departnent shall develop a statenent, which shall be included



in any and all pronotions of an event, which shall contain the follow ng
i nf ormati on:

(i) the m ni mum nunber of entry fornms to be nmade avail abl e;

(ii) the m nimum nunber of prizes that shall be included in the event;

(iii) the proportionate opportunity of w nning prizes;

(iv) the mnimmvalue of prizes to be made avail abl e;

(v) the rules pertaining to the event, which shall include the period
of time and the geographic area to be covered by the event and which
shall not be subject to the rul enaki ng procedures of the state
adm ni strative procedure act; and

(vi) such additional information as nay be deemed in the best
interests of the state as determ ned by the conm ssioner.

(4) The departnent is authorized to accept donations for the purposes
of providing publicity, prizes, incentives or other inducenents for
participation in the event. Donations may be of goods and services,
shall not exceed five thousand dollars in value, per donor per contest,
and nust be of a nature consistent with the purposes of the departnent,
and in the best interests of the state as determ ned by the
commi ssi oner.

* NB Repeal ed August 1, 2027

z. Issue and anend gui dance nenoranda and simlar docunents of general
applicability which are to be relied upon by departnent personnel for
i npl ementation of this chapter, and rules and regul ati ons pronul gat ed
pursuant thereto, and for guidance to the general public in conplying
with the requirenents of this chapter; provided, however, that (1) in no
event shall any such docunent be issued by the departnment in violation
of the state admi nistrative procedure act where and to the extent that a
duly pronul gated rule or regulation would be required, and (2) no such
docunment shall be inplenented until thirty days after the full text, or
a summary thereof, along with informati on on how the full text may be
obt ai ned, has been published in the environnental notice bulletin, as
defined in section 70-0105 of this chapter. At a mininmum the full text
of each such docunent shall be made avail able by the departnment on and
after the date of such publication to the public upon request, and, in
addition, at |east one copy shall be made available in the departnent's
main office and in each regional office for public inspection. The



departnment shall publish and invite public conment on a draft version of
any such docunent, unless it deternmines that to do so would del ay or

ot herwi se i npede conpliance with the underlying statute or regulation,
provi ded that, when a docunent is issued w thout making provisions for
public conment, the departnent shall also publish its reason or reasons
for deem ng such provisions inappropriate. This paragraph shall not
apply to (i) declaratory rulings issued pursuant to section two hundred
four of the state adm nistrative procedure act or (ii) docunents which
only concern the internal managenent of the agency and which do not have
any effect on the rights of or procedures or practices available to the
public. Each January, the departnment shall publish in the environnental
notice bulletin an index of its existing guidance docunents, and

i ndicate how the full text thereof nay be obtained; provided, however,
that the secretary of state nay exenpt the departnment from conpliance
with this publication requirenent upon a determination that the
departnment has published on its website the full text of all guidance
docunents on which it currently relies. The secretary of state shal
publish a notice of such determ nation identifying the website in the
state register.

2-a. a. To further assist in carrying out the policy of this state as
provided in section 1-0101 of this chapter, the departnent, by and
t hrough the comm ssi oner shall:

(1) authorize and encourage the use of nature-based solutions as the
preferred alternative, where appropriate, for stabilizing tidal
shorelines in the state when pronul gati ng and i nplenmenting rules and
regul ations relating thereto, specifically including, but not limted
to, those pronmul gated and inplenented for articles fifteen, twenty-five
and thirty-four of this chapter. The departnent shall consult with the
United States arny corps of engineers to ensure the mnimzation of
conflicts with federal |aw and regul ati on.

(2) continue devel oping integrated gui dance for the managenent of
tidal shoreline systens to provide a technical basis for the
coordi nation of permt decisions required by any regulatory entity
exercising authority over a shoreline nanagenent project. Such gui dance
shal I :

(i) comunicate to stakehol ders and regul atory authorities that it is



the policy of the state that sonme shorelines shall remain natural unless
stabilization is necessary, and when stabilization is deenmed necessary,
it shall support nature-based solutions as the preferred alternative for
stabilizing tidal shorelines;

(ii) identify preferred shoreline managenent approaches for the
shoreline and community types found in the state;

(iii) explain the risks and benefits of protection provided by various
shoreline systemel enments associ ated with each nmanagenent option; and

(iv) reconmend procedures to achieve efficiency and effectiveness by
the various regulatory entities exercising authority over a shoreline
managenent project.

(3) give preference to a permt application for a shoreline nanagenent
proj ect based on nature-based sol ution design unless an alternative
anal ysis containing a review of nature-based solutions that have been
eval uated using the best available informati on shows that such
approaches are not suitable. If this analysis shows that a nature-based
sol ution approach is unsuitable or inconsistent with |and-use
regul ati ons, the departnment shall require the applicant to incorporate,
to the maxi mum extent possible, elenents of a nature-based sol ution that
are suitable for the project where appropriate.

b. (1) For the purposes of this subdivision, "nature-based sol ution"
shal | have the sanme nmeani ng as defined in subdivision twenty-six of
section 1-0303 of this chapter and shall specifically nean techni ques
applied within the tidal zone that incorporate natural, native |iving
features.

(2) When considering a nature-based solution the departnment shoul d
prioritize techniques, including but not limted to those that:

(i) control or reduce shoreline erosion while nmaintaining benefits
conparable to the natural shoreline including, but not limted to,
al l owi ng for natural sedi nent novenent;

(ii) inmprove, restore, or maintain the connection between the upland
and water habitats; and

(iii) incorporate habitat enhancenment and natural elenents, including
but not limted to native re-vegetation or establishment of new
veget ati on consistent with a natural shoreline typical of the current
site location either:



(A) under current conditions, or

(B) as adjusted for science-based state sea-level rise projections,
utilizing the appropriate projection scenario at a tine interval
appropriate for the anticipated |ifespan of the project but not |ess
than twenty years after the anticipated project conpletion, pursuant to
section 3-0319 of this title for such |ocation.

3. The departnent shall not alter the boundaries of any of the nine
adm nistrative regions fromthe boundaries existing on January first,
ni net een hundred seventy-seven w thout first holding public hearings in
each regi on affected.

4. The comm ssioner shall cooperate with the commi ssioner of the state
departnment of health, district attorneys and the departnment of law in
provi di ng assistance in the investigation and prosecution of violations
of article twenty-seven of this chapter

5. To facilitate the practice of forestry by electing to comrent upon
proposed | ocal |aws or ordinances that may restrict the practice of
forestry.



