§ 28-0109. Smal!l business pollution prevention and environnent al
conpl i ance assi stance program

1. The conm ssioner is hereby authorized and directed to establish,
devel op and i nplenent a snall business pollution prevention and
envi ronnment al conpliance assi stance program The purpose of such program
shal | be to:

a. assist eligible businesses to achieve pollution prevention and
i mproved environnental perfornmance;

b. assist eligible businesses to conply with the provisions of and
rul es adopted pursuant to this chapter; and

c. support all environmental and regulatory prograns carried out
pursuant to this chapter, including permtting, facility inspection and
enforcenment activities. For the purposes of this section, "eligible
busi ness” shall nean a snmall to medi um sized business, not-for-profit
organi zati on or nunicipality which enploys |ess than five hundred
persons on a full-tine basis.

2. The conm ssioner, after providing notice and opportunity for public
heari ng, may exclude fromthe snmall business pollution prevention and
envi ronnment al conpliance assi stance program any category of regul ated
entity that the conm ssioner deternm nes to have sufficient technical and
financial capabilities to neet the requirenents of this chapter w thout
such assi stance. The departnent nmay designate eligibility for assistance
based on whether an eligible business has sufficient technical and
financial capabilities to conply with federal and state | aw w thout such
assi stance. Such determ nation or designation shall be based on criteria
formal | y adopted by the departnent as gui dance or regul ation therefor.
Such program shal | incl ude:

a. the devel opnent, collection and coordination of infornmation
concerning pollution prevention and conpliance net hods, and prograns to
encour age | awful cooperation anong eligible businesses and ot her persons
to further conply with the provisions of this chapter;



b. adequate nmechani sns for assisting eligible businesses with
pol | uti on prevention, environnental conpliance and acci dental release
detection and prevention, including providing information concerning
alternative technol ogi es, process changes, and products and net hods of
operation that help to achieve pollution prevention;

c. the provision of assistance for eligible businesses in:

(i) determ ning applicable requirenents of this chapter and rul es and
regul ati ons promnul gated pursuant thereto,

(ii) submitting conplete permt applications, and

(iii) receiving permts issued by the departnment in a tinely and
efficient manner;

d. adequate nechanisns for referring eligible businesses to qualified
auditors, or to the extent possible, offering eligible businesses and
responding to requests fromeligible businesses for audits of the
operations of such businesses to determ ne conpliance with this chapter
and rul es and regul ati ons promul gated pursuant thereto;

e. procedures for offering eligible businesses and responding to
requests fromeligible businesses for technical, pollution prevention
and environmental conpliance assistance including, but not limted to:

(i) on-site technical assistance and consultations regarding the
identification and i nplenentation of opportunities to achieve pollution
preventi on or enhance conpliance, including the adoption of
conprehensi ve pollution prevention plans or environnmental nanagenent
syst ens;

(ii) assistance in the nodification of any work practice and the
identification of affordable and cost effective alternative technol ogi es
or technol ogi cal inprovenents to achieve pollution prevention or to
achi eve conpliance with or to establish conpliance procedures pursuant
to this chapter and rul es and regul ati ons promnul gated pursuant thereto;
and

(iii) the establishnment of a schedule of milestones for inplenmenting
such work practice or method of pollution prevention or conpliance
precedi ng any applicable conpliance date, based on the technol ogy and



financial capability of such eligible business. No nodification shall be
recommended unless it is in conpliance with the applicable requirenents
of environnental |aws;

f. procedures for soliciting input fromand exchangi ng i nformation
with the small business pollution prevention and environnent al
conpl i ance onbudsman program created pursuant to section 138 of the
econoni ¢ devel opnent | aw, regardi ng pollution prevention opportunities
and conpliance requirenents for small businesses;

g. adequate nechanisns for the collection and dissem nation of
information to eligible businesses, including the devel opnent of
gui dance manual s and the establishnent of a toll-free tel ephone nunber
dedi cated to answering questions involving pollution prevention and
smal | busi ness conpli ance;

h. procedures for assuring the confidentiality of information received
fromeligible businesses;

i. the identification of individuals, firnms and/or state and | ocal
agencies with a distinctive conpetence in areas related to pollution
preventi on and conpliance with environnental |aws, rules and
regul ati ons, and a denonstrated ability to serve eligible businesses,
for the purpose of referring eligible businesses with identified needs
to consultants or agencies with rel evant expertise; and

j. the provision of information on state-sponsored prograns offering
financial or technical assistance and on funding available fromprivate
| enders to eligible businesses, and of aid to such businesses in
applying for financial assistance or funding.

3. In developing and i nplenenting the small business pollution
prevention and environnental conpliance assistance program the
departnment shall consult with the pollution prevention and environmnent al
conpl i ance coordinating council as created pursuant to section 28-0111
of this article, the environmental facilities corporation, the smnal
busi ness pol |l ution prevention and environnmental conpliance onbudsman



program as created pursuant to section 138 of the econonic devel opnent
|l aw and the office of waste prevention services as created pursuant to
article 14 of the econonic devel opnent | aw.



