§ 27-1807. Rechargeabl e battery recycling program

1. Rechargeable batteries shall be returned to a retailer that sells
such batteries that are simlar in shape, size, function and weight to
those to be di sposed of. Rechargeable batteries contained in electronic
products nust be renoved prior to disposal of such product.

a. Retailers having a place of business in the state shall accept from
consuners at any tinme during normal business hours rechargeable
batteries of a simlar shape, size, function and weight as the retailer
offers for sale; provided, however, that any acceptance of batteries
fromelectric scooters or bicycles with electric assist shall be
voluntary, and shall only be perm ssible at retailers which offer for
sale electric scooters or bicycles with electric assist or their
batteries. Retailers shall take up to ten such batteries, provided,
however, with respect to rechargeable batteries defined in subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section 27-1803 of this
title, retailers shall take up to five such batteries, per day from any
person regardl ess of whether such person purchases repl acenent
batteries, and retailers shall also accept as nany such batteries as a
consuner purchases fromthe retailer, except for batteries fromelectric
scooters or bicycles with electric assist. Retailers, other than
retailers not participating as a collection site who sell electric
scooters or bicycles with electric assist or their batteries and no
ot her types of rechargeable batteries, shall conspicuously post and
mai ntain, at or near the point of entry to the place of business, a
| egi bl e sign, not |ess than eight and one-half inches by el even inches
in size, stating that used rechargeable batteries of the size and shape
sold or offered for sale by the retailer may not enter the solid waste
stream and that the retail establishment is a collection site for
recycling such batteries. Such sign shall state the following in letters
at least one inch in height: "It is illegal to dispose of rechargeable
batteries in the state of New York as solid waste. W accept used
rechargeabl e batteries for return to the manufacturer.”

b. Retailers that sell rechargeable batteries to consunmers in the
state through non-retail outlets such as through catal ogs, or by mail,



t el ephone or the internet shall provide at the time of purchase or
delivery to the consuner notice of an opportunity to return used
rechargeabl e batteries at no cost to the consuner for reuse or
recycling.

c. Retailers in the state, other than retailers not participating as a
collection site who sell electric scooters or bicycles with electric
assist or their batteries and no other types of rechargeable batteries,
shal | conspicuously maintain, at a location within the retai
establishment that is convenient for use by consuners, collection boxes
or other suitable receptacles, supplied by the nmanufacturer, into which
consuners nmay safely deposit used rechargeabl e batteries.

d. Retailers shall not accept rechargeabl e batteries defined in
subpar agraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section
27-1803 of this title that are danaged, defective, or recall ed.

e. Retailers may not sell or offer for sale to consuners in the state
rechargeabl e batteries unless the battery nmanufacturer is operating in
accordance with a collection, transportation, and recycling plan
approved by the comm ssioner. The conm ssioner shall maintain on the
departnment's website a |ist of manufacturers operating in accordance
wi th approved plans, and the brands covered by such nmanufacturer's
plans. No retailer shall be in violation of the requirenents of this
paragraph if, at the date the rechargeable battery was nade avail abl e
for sale, the battery manufacturer of such battery was on the list of
manuf acturers operating in accordance with an approved plan maintai ned
on the departnment's website.

f. Retailers nmust be in conpliance with the provisions of this
subdi vision no |later than one hundred eighty days after the effective
date of this title or, with respect to a rechargeable battery defined in
subpar agraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section
27-1803 of this title, and with respect to the requirenents of paragraph
e of this subdivision one year after the effective date of the chapter
of the laws of two thousand twenty-five which anended this title, or
when the conm ssioner has approved a new or updated plan in conpliance



Wi th such chapter, whichever is |later

2. Every battery manufacturer, or any conbination of battery
manuf acturers working together, shall, at the battery manufacturer's own
expense, arrange for the return of, and recycling of: all used
rechargeabl e batteries collected by retailers; and all rechargeable
batteries fromelectric scooters or bicycles with electric assist, and
such batteries that are damaged, defective, or recalled, that are
collected at permtted househol d hazardous waste coll ection sites,
regi stered househol d hazardous waste col |l ection events, appropriate
muni ci pal sites, and other collection sites described in the approved
pl an. Every battery nanufacturer or any conbination of battery
manuf act urers worki ng together, shall be responsible for, at a m ni mum
the foll ow ng:

a. (i) Wthin ninety days of the effective date of this title or, with
respect to rechargeabl e batteries defined in subparagraph (ii) of
par agraph (a) of subdivision four of section 27-1803 of this title,
wi t hin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of the chapter of
the laws of two thousand twenty-five that anended such paragraph,
subnmittance to the conm ssioner of a new or updated plan that identifies
t he net hods by which battery manufacturers will safely and pronptly
collect, transport, and recycle rechargeable batteries collected by
retailers, permtted househol d hazardous waste collection sites and
regi stered househol d hazardous waste col |l ection events, appropriate
muni ci pal sites, and other collection sites described in the plan, at
t he expense of the battery manufacturer, including the procedures to
pronptly and regularly renove batteries fromthese | ocations, and
provide retailers and collection sites with informati on on the safe
handl i ng and storage of rechargeabl e batteries.

(ii) Wth respect to rechargeable batteries defined in subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section 27-1803 of this
title, the plan shall

(1) propose for the departnent's approval a geographic distribution of
collection sites to be established to nmaxim ze the opportunity for the
safe collection of rechargeable batteries and be sufficient to neet the
needs of consuners in an ongoi ng and conveni ent nmanner. Such proposal



may consi der regi stered househol d hazardous waste col | ecti on events,
provi ded however, such events shall not al one be considered sufficient
to nmeet the needs of consuners in an ongoi ng and conveni ent manner;

(2) mnimze the co-location of collection sites with residenti al
housi ng, to the extent feasible;

(3) be consistent with state and | ocal fire prevention and buil di ng
code council standards;

(4) identify the criteria by which rechargeable batteries will be
determ ned to be damaged, defective, or recalled, and how such
information will be communicated to retailers and custoners; and

(5) include provisions to ensure that enployees of collection sites
who handl e or have responsibility for managi ng such batteries are
i nformed about proper handling and energency procedures.

a-1. The reinbursenment to |ocal governnents of all costs incurred in
relation to the collection of rechargeable batteries fromelectric
scooters or bicycles with electric assist, including, but not limted
to, costs associated with safety training and storage.

a-2. The provision of appropriate containers and other equipnent to
retailers and collection sites for the safe storage and handl i ng of
rechargeabl e batteries.

b. Submittance to the departnment of annual reports, on a form
prescri bed by the departnent, concerning: (i) the anount of rechargeable
batteries received within the state and recycl ed either by number or by
wei ght, including the weight of rechargeable batteries defined in
subpar agraph (ii) of paragraph a of subdivision four of section 27-1803
of this title received within the state as well as within a city with a
popul ation of one mllion or nore; (ii) the l|ocation and address of al
collection sites and events and the anmount of rechargeable batteries
collected at each site or event; (iii) the costs of the efforts
described in subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of this paragraph, including any
rei mbursenents to nunicipalities; and (iv) any other rel evant
i nformati on as required by the departnent.

c. Undertaking of efforts to educate the citizens of the state



regardi ng the appropriate ways to recycle rechargeabl e batteries, which,
at a mnimum shall include:

(i) information regarding the location of retailers, collection sites,
and events, including hours of operation and rechargeabl e battery type
accept ance;

(ii) retailer collection site safety training and outreach, including
procedures for handling, storing, and transporting danaged or recalled
rechargeabl e batteries;

(iii) information for relevant nunicipalities regarding rei nbursenent;
and

(iv) pronotional activities in support of programinplenentation,

i ncludi ng the mai ntenance of a website, distribution of educati onal
mat eri al s and gui dance, and the use of relevant nedia platfornms, and
other activities to maxim ze public awareness of collection sites.

d. Providing for the safe and pronpt collection and recycling or
proper disposal of batteries fromelectric scooters or bicycles with
el ectric assist, collected by retailers of electric scooters, bicycles
with electric assist, or their batteries and accepted by permtted
househol d hazardous waste coll ection sites and regi stered househol d
hazar dous waste col |l ection events, appropriate nunicipal sites and ot her
collection sites described in the plan.

e. Providing for the safe and pronpt collection, recycling, and
di sposal of danmmged, defective, and recall ed rechargeable batteries
accepted by permtted househol d hazardous waste collection sites and
regi stered househol d hazardous waste col | ecti on events.

2-a. A battery manufacturer may not sell, offer for sale, or
di stribute rechargeabl e batteries, excluding rechargeable batteries
defined in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision four of
section 27-1803 of this title, in the state unless the battery
manuf acturer is inplenmenting or participating under an approved plan in
accordance with this section. Provided however, begi nning January first,
two thousand twenty-seven, a battery manufacturer of rechargeabl e
batteri es defined in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision
four of section 27-1803 of this title may not sell, offer for sale, or



di stribute such rechargeable batteries in the state unless the battery
manuf acturer is inplenmenting or participating under an approved plan in
accordance with this section.

3. The commi ssioner shall approve or reject any battery nmanufacturer's
collection, transportation, and recycling plans described in paragraph a
of subdivision two of this section within ninety days of subm ssion and,
if rejected, informthe battery manufacturer in witing as to any
deficiencies in said plan. Battery manufacturers shall anend and
resubmt any rejected plans for reconsideration within sixty days of
notification of the rejection of said plan. The comm ssi oner shal
approve or reject said plan within thirty days of resubm ssion and shal
make any approved plan public on the departnment's website.

4. The comm ssioner shall analyze the information provided by battery
manuf acturers pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision two of this section
and report such analysis to the governor and the | egislature every two
years. Provided further, that the departnent shall, no later than
January first, two thousand thirty-one, nmake public a report exam ning
voluntary collection by retailers of rechargeable batteries from
el ectric scooters or bicycles with electric assist established pursuant
to paragraph a of subdivision one of this section. Such report, shall,
at a mni mum

(i) examne information, if available, provided to the departnment from
manuf acturers in their annual reports, including any known or identified
barriers to the voluntary participation of retailers to serve as
collection sites, and any concerns subnmtted to the departnent;

(ii) identify retailers participating voluntarily and exam ne any
trends in the nunber and | ocation of retailers participating
vol untarily;

(iii) evaluate the need for additional collection sites and if the
exi sting nunmber and | ocation of collection sites is sufficient to neet
t he needs of consumers in an ongoi ng and conveni ent nanner; and

(iv) reconmend to the | egislature any changes to such |aw, including
an assessnment of whether it is safe and feasible to expand the
collection requirenments of retailers of rechargeable batteries from
el ectric scooters or bicycles with electric assist.



5. The comm ssioner is authorized to pronul gate any rul es and
regul ati ons needed to inplenent this title.

6. The departnent, when approving or rejecting any updates to a
battery manufacturer's collection, transportation, and recycling pl ans
described in paragraph a of subdivision two of this section relating to
the inclusion of batteries defined in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a)
of subdivision four of section 27-1803 of this title, shall solicit
input fromthe office of fire prevention and control in the division of
honel and security and energency services, and with respect to the parts
of such plan directly related to the city of New York, the fire
departnment of the city of New York.



