§ 25-0301. Program and cooperative agreenments for the protection of
tidal wetlands.

1. Upon conpletion of the inventory with respect to tidal wetl ands,
t he conm ssioner shall confer with the |ocal governnent officials
i nvol ved to establish a programfor the protection of such tidal
wet | ands.

2. The conm ssioner nay enter into cooperative agreenents with any
village, town, city or county, or with any one or nore of them for the
pur pose of preserving, maintaining and enhancing, in accordance with the
policies of this act, those tidal wetlands included within the
boundari es of such villages, towns, cities and counti es.

3. A cooperative agreenment with any such village, town, city or county
may provide for the devel opnent by personnel and facilities of the
departnment of environnental conservation, or the paynent out of funds
appropriated for the purpose, of the cost of preserving, maintaining or
enhanci ng such tidal wetlands in accordance with the policies of this
act, and for the furnishing of such personnel, facilities or funds as
may be agreed upon within the cooperative agreenent.

4. The cooperative agreenent shall provide that the tidal wetlands be
preserved and maintained in their natural or enhanced state, provided,
however, that a reservation in any such agreenent by a village, town,
city or county of the right to operate or |ease for operation shellfish
beds lying within the area, and a reservation of the incone from such
operation or lease for the village, town, city or county shall be
al l oned and not considered a violation of preservation and mai nt enance
of a natural state.

5. This section shall not prevent any tidal wetlands from being
designated as portions of the state's natural and historic preserves,
nor shall it prevent the dedication of any such | ands as state parKks.
The office of parks and recreation shall outline to the conm ssioner its
plans to preserve tidal wetlands in parklands as soon as practicable.






