§ 24-0105. Statenent of findings.

1. The freshwater wetlands of the state of New York are inval uabl e
resources for flood protection, wildlife habitat, open space, climte
change mitigation through the accunul ati on and storage of |arge anounts
of carbon, and water resources.

2. Considerabl e acreage of freshwater wetlands in the state of New
York has been | ost, despoiled or inpaired by unregul ated drai ni ng,
dredging, filling, excavating, building, pollution or other activities
inconsistent with the natural uses of such areas. Freshwater wetl ands
are in jeopardy of being |ost, despoiled or inpaired by such activities
and because of the recent curtail nent of federal wetland protections.

3. Recurrent flooding aggravated or caused by the |oss of freshwater
wet | ands has serious effects upon natural ecosystens and conmuniti es.
The increasing severity and duration of stormrelated flooding due to
climate change, which has caused billions of dollars of property damage
across the state, nmakes protection of all freshwater wetlands in the
state of vital inportance.

4. Freshwater wetlands conservation is a natter of state concern since
a wetland in one region is affected by acts on rivers, streans and
wet | ands of ot her regions.

5. The natural systens affecting freshwater wetlands overlap many
localities. While many | ocal governnents individually have enacted
ordi nances to conserve freshwater wetlands and to reduce fl ood hazards
and | osses, effective freshwater wetlands nmanagenent requires uniformty
in laws to elimnate inconsistent or conflicting local |aws. One
|l ocality alone | acks adequate jurisdiction to protect itself from m suse
or neglect of adjacent localities.

6. Freshwater wetlands are an integral part of the unique scenic,
aesthetic, wldlife, recreational, open space, ecological and natural
resources of the Adirondack park and are recogni zed and protected by the
Adi rondack park agency act. The act provides a nmechanismfor the



regul ati on of Adirondack wetlands by the Adirondack park agency and

| ocal governnments which is consistent with both the state interest in
the preservation and devel opnent of the park area and the state policy
to preserve, protect and conserve freshwater wetl|lands expressed in this
article.

7. Any | oss of freshwater wetlands deprives the people of the state of
some or all of the many and nultiple benefits to be derived from
wetl ands, to wit:

(a) flood and stormcontrol by the hydrol ogi c absorption and storage
capacity of freshwater wetl ands;

(b) wildlife habitat by providing breeding, nesting and feeding
grounds and cover for many forns of wildlife, wldfow and shorebirds,
including mgratory wildfow and rare, endangered or threatened species,
fish, reptiles and anphi bi ans, insects and other invertebrates;

(c) protection of subsurface water resources and provision for
val uabl e wat ersheds and rechargi ng ground water supplies;

(d) recreation by providing areas for hunting, fishing, boating,
hi ki ng, bird wat chi ng, photography, canping and ot her uses;

(e) pollution treatnment by serving as biological and chem cal
oxi dati on basins and carbon sinks;

(f) erosion control by serving as sedinentation areas and filtering
basi ns, absorbing silt and organic natter and protecting channels and
har bor s;

(g) education and scientific research by providing readily accessible
out door bi o-physical |aboratories, living classroons and vast training
and education resources;

(h) open space and aesthetic appreciation by providing often the only
remai ni ng open areas along crowded river fronts and coastal G eat Lakes
regi ons;

(i) sources of nutrients in freshwater food cycles and nursery grounds
and sanctuaries for freshwater fish;

(j) preservation of plant species that are rare, endangered or
t hreatened, or exploitably vulnerable as defined in section 9-1503 of
this chapter; and

(k) preservation of communities of plants and aninals that are deened
by the conm ssioner to be rare in the state or in a region of the state.



8. Regul ation of freshwater wetlands, in accordance with the
agricultural exenption established intitle seven hereof, is consistent
with the legitinate interests of farnmers and ot her | andowners to graze
and water |ivestock, make reasonabl e use of water resources, harvest
nat ural products of the wetl ands, selectively cut tinber and ot herw se
engage in the use of |land for agricultural production.



