8§ 23-0313. Public access to records.

1. a. Any records or reports or portions thereof pertaining to the
production, sale, purchase, acquisition, storage or injection of oil and
gas and associated fluids and any records or reports or portions thereof
pertaining to the transportation of oil and gas, and any infornation
obtained therefrom shall be for the confidential use of the departnent
and ot her departnents, agencies and officers of the state for a period
of six nmonths followi ng the period to which such records or reports
apply, unless the person furnishing the records or reports expressly
agrees to their earlier publication or availability to the general
public, except as provided in subdivision five of section five hundred
ninety-five of the real property tax law. Notw thstanding any law to
the contrary, such records shall not be excepted fromdisclosure to the
public after expiration of such six-nmonth period. Nothing in this
subdi vi sion shall be construed to prevent the use of such records,
reports or information obtained therefromby any departnent, agency or
of ficer of the state governnent in conpiling or publishing anal yses or
sumaries relating to the general condition of the industry, the econony
or the condition of the natural resources of this state, provided that
such anal yses or summaries do not involve the publication of records,
reports or information relating to a single firmor business enterprise.

b. Notw thstanding any law to the contrary, records or portions
t hereof pertaining to netering or other neasuring of brine produced by
solution mning and to each solution mning cavity or group of
i nterconnected solution mning cavities shall not be rel eased by the
departnment for publication nor be available to the general public
wi t hout consent of the producer.

c. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, applications for permts,
records or portions thereof which pertain to the total depth and
pl uggi ng records of wells subject to the oil, gas and sol ution mning
| aw shal |l not be excepted fromdisclosure to the public.

d. Well logs, well sanples, directional surveys and reports on well
drilling and conpletion, for all wells subject to the oil, gas and



solution mning law, shall be for the confidential use of the departnent
and ot her departnents, agencies and offices of the state governnent
until six nmonths after the comrencenent of actual drilling operations.

(1) The departnent may extend the six-nonth period for an additional
six nmonths for a well where drilling operations have been conti nuous
t hroughout that period. A witten request for the extension by the
person furnishing the records will not be considered unless it is
subnmitted to the departnent no nore than thirty days before the
expiration of the first six-nonth period. The departnent shall act upon
the request within fifteen days after receipt of the witten
notification.

(2) The records subject to this paragraph may be excepted from
di scl osure after the applicable six-nonth period pursuant to the
provi si ons of subdivision two of section eighty-seven of the public
of ficers | aw provi ded, however, that such records cannot be excepted
fromdisclosure for longer than two years after the conmencenent of the
applicable six-nmonth period. A witten request for the exception by the
person furnishing the records will not be considered unless it is
submtted to the departnent at |east thirty days before the expiration
date of the applicable six-nonth period. The request for the exception
from di scl osure nmust be sent by certified mail, return receipt
request ed, and addressed to the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Division of Mneral Resources, Records
Cust odi an, Al bany, New York. Any person nay neke a request to the
departnment for disclosure of records pursuant to this subparagraph in
accordance with article six of the public officers |aw.

2. The records which the departnent has excepted from di scl osure
pursuant to article six of the public officers law on or before the
effective date of this section shall continue to be excepted from
di scl osure for one year after the effective date of this section or two
years fromthe conmencenent of actual drilling operations, whichever is
| ater. The person furnishing the records may authorize the rel ease of
these records at any tine before the expiration of the applicable
periods. Any person nay nake a request to the departnment for disclosure
of records pursuant to this subdivision in accordance with article six
of the public officers | aw






