8§ 23-0305. Powers and duties of the conm ssioner and the departnent.

1. The provisions of this section shall apply only to rules,
regul ati ons, orders and hearings nade or conducted in the adm nistration
of this article.

2. No rule, regulation, order or anendnent thereof, except in an
energency, shall be nmade by the departnent wi thout a public hearing upon
at | east ten days' notice, exclusive of the date of service. The public
hearing shall be held at such tinme and place as nmay be prescribed by the
departnment and any interested person shall be entitled to be heard.

3. When an energency requiring inmediate action is found to exist, the
departnment may make an energency order wi thout notice or hearing, which
shall be effective when made. No energency order shall be effective for
nore than fifteen days.

4. Any notice required by this article shall be given by the
departnment by any one or nore of the follow ng nethods: (a) personal
service, (b) publication in one or nore issues of a newspaper of general
circulation in the county where the | and affected or some part thereof
is situated, or (c) by registered or certified mail addressed, postage
prepaid, to the last known mailing address of the person or persons
affected. The date of service shall be the date on which service was
made in the case of personal service, the date of first publication in
the case of notice by publication, and the date of mailing in the case
of notice by mail. The notice shall specify the style and nunber of the
proceedi ng, the tine and place of the hearing, and shall briefly state
t he purpose of the proceeding. Should the departnent elect to give
notice by personal service, such service may be nade by any officer
authori zed to serve process, or by any agent of the departnent in the
same nmanner as is provided by law for the service of process in civil
actions in the courts of the state.

5. Al rules, regulations and orders made by the departnent shall be
in witing, shall be entered in full and indexed in books to be kept by
t he departnent for that purpose, and shall be public records open for



i nspection at all tines during reasonable office hours. A copy of any
departnment rule or regulation shall be received in evidence in al
courts of this state with the sane effect as the original, if certified
by a nmenber or duly authorized enpl oyee of the departnent.

6. The departnment nay act upon its own notion or upon the application
of any interested person. On the filing of an application concerning any
matter within the jurisdiction of the departnent, pursuant to this
article, the departnent shall pronptly fix a date for a hearing thereon,
and shall cause notice of the hearing to be given. The hearings shall be
hel d wi t hout undue delay after the filing of the petition. The
departnment shall make its order within sixty days after the concl usion
of the hearing.

7. To aid in the admnistration of this article, the comm ssioner may
I ssue subpoenas in his nanme requiring the attendance and giving of
testimony by witnesses and the production of books, papers and ot her
docunent ary evidence for any hearing, proceeding or investigation
conducted or to be conducted by or before the departnent. Service of
such a subpoena, enforcenent of obedi ence thereto, and puni shnent for
di sobedi ence thereof shall be had as and in the manner provided by the
Cvil Practice Law and Rules relating to enforcenment of a subpoena
i ssued by a board or commttee except that in the case of hearings,
proceedi ngs or investigations before or conducted by the departnent
neither the holder of a permt or |ease issued pursuant to this article,
nor an enpl oyee of such permt hol der or | essee, nor an officer or
stockholder in a permttee or | essee corporation, when required to
attend as a witness, shall be entitled to any subpoena fee or m |l eage.
Any nenber of the departnent or any person who nmay be designated by the
departnment to hold hearings may adm nister oaths to witnesses. The
departnment al so may provide for the taking of depositions of wtnesses
for the purpose of any such hearing. In such case such officer, enployee
or other person nmay adm nister oaths to the w tnesses whose depositions
are to be taken. Each deposition shall be reduced to witing and
subscri bed by the deponent. The provisions of this subdivision shal
apply only to the admnistration of this article.



8. Wth respect to oil pools or fields and natural gas pools or
fields, the departnent shall have power to:

a. Make such investigations as it deens proper to determ ne whether
wast e exists or is inmmnent.

b. Require identification of ownership of producing |eases, tanks,
plants, structures and facilities for the transportation and refining of
oil and gas.

c. Cassify and reclassify pools as oil or gas pools, or wells as oil
or gas wells, including the delineation of boundaries for purposes
material to the interpretation or adm nistration of this article.

d. Require the drilling, casing, operation, plugging and repluggi ng of
wel I's and reclamati on of surrounding land in accordance with rul es and
regul ati ons of the departnment in such manner as to prevent or renedy the
follow ng, including but not limted to: the escape of oil, gas, brine
or water out of one stratuminto another; the intrusion of water into
oil or gas strata other than during enhanced recovery operations; the
pol lution of fresh water supplies by oil, gas, salt water or other
contam nants; and bl owouts, cavings, seepages and fires.

e. Enter, take tenporary possession of, plug or replug any abandoned
wel | as provided in the rules and regul ati ons, whenever any owner or
operator neglects or refuses to conply with such rules and regul ati ons.
Such plugging or replugging by the departnment shall be at the expense of
t he owner or operator whose duty it may be to plug the well and who
shall hold harnmless the state of New York for all accounts, danmages,
costs and judgnents arising fromthe plugging or replugging of the well
and the surface restoration of the affected land. Primary liability for
t he expense of such plugging or replugging and first recourse for the
recovery thereof shall be to the operator unless a contract for the
producti on, devel opnment, exploration or other working of the well, to
which the | essor or other grantor of the oil and gas rights is a party,
shall place such liability on the owner or on the owner of another
interest in the land on which the well is situated. Wen an operator



violates any provision of this article, any rule or regulation
promul gat ed t hereunder, or any order issued pursuant thereto in

reference to plugging or repluggi ng an abandoned wel |, the operator may
not transfer the operator's responsibility therefor by surrendering the
| ease. Prior to the conmencenent of drilling of any well, the operator

shall be required to furnish to the departnment, and continuously

mai ntain, a bond acceptable to it conditioned upon the performance of
said operator's plugging responsibilities with respect to said well.
Upon the approval of the departnent, in |ieu of such bond, the operator
may deposit cash or negotiable bonds of the United States Governnent of
| i ke ampbunt in an escrow account conditioned upon the performance of
said operator's plugging responsibilities with respect to said well. Any
i nterest accruing as a result of the aforenentioned escrow deposit shal
be the exclusive property of the operator. The aforenenti oned bondi ng
requi renents shall remain the obligation of the original operator
regardl ess of changes in operators unless a subsequent operator has
furni shed the appropriate bond or substitute as herein provided
acceptable to the departnent and approval for the transfer of the well
pl uggi ng responsibilities to the subsequent operator has been granted by
the departnent. The failure of any operator to maintain a bond or other
financial security as prescribed herein shall be deened a breach of

pl uggi ng responsibilities and entitle the departnent to claimthe
proceeds of the bond or other financial security. The cost of plugging
or replugging any well, where such action is necessary or incident to

t he conmencing or carrying on of storage operations pursuant to section
23-1103 or 23-1301 shall be borne by the operator of the storage
facility.

f. Require that every person who produces, sells, purchases, acquires,
stores or injects oil or gas and associated fluids and every person who
transports oil or gas in this state shall keep and maintain conplete and
accurate records of the quantities thereof. Quantities of associated
fluids injected or produced nay be reported as estimted vol unes. True
copies or duplicates shall be kept or nade avail able for exam nation
within this state by the departnent or its agents at all reasonable
times and every such person shall file with the departnent such reports
concerni ng production, sales, purchases, acquisitions, injection,



transportation or storage on a form provided by the departnent or
approved by the department prior to submttal

g. In addition to the powers provided for intitles 1, 3, 5 and 13 of
article 71, order an i medi ate suspension of drilling or production
oper ati ons whenever such operations are being carried on in violation of
this article or any rule or regulation promnul gated thereunder or order
i ssued pursuant thereto. Any order issued pursuant to this paragraph may
be revi ewed upon application of an aggrieved party by neans of an order
to show cause whi ch order shall be issued by any justice of the suprene
court in the judicial district in which any order applies and shall be
returnabl e on the third succeedi ng business day follow ng the issuance
of such order. Service of such show cause order shall be made upon the
regional office of the departnent for the region in which such order
applies, and upon the attorney general by delivery of such order to an
assistant attorney general at an office of the attorney general in the
county in which venue of the proceeding is designated, or if there is no
office of the attorney general within such county, at the office of the
attorney general nearest such county. Except as herei nabove specified,
the proceeding to review an order under this paragraph shall be governed
by article seventy-eight of the civil practice |law and rul es.

h. Require the imredi ate reporting of any non-routine incident
including but not limted to casing and drill pipe failures, casing
cenent failures, fishing jobs, fires, seepages, blowouts and ot her
incidents during drilling, conpletion, producing, plugging or replugging
operations that nay affect the health, safety, welfare or property of
any person. The departnment may require the operator, or any agent
thereof, to record any data which the departnent believes may be of
subsequent use for adequate eval uation of a non-routine incident.

i. Require the taking and nmaeking of well 1ogs, well sanples,
di rectional surveys and reports on well |ocations and el evati ons,
drilling and production, and further require their filing pursuant to

the provisions of this article. Upon the request of the state geol ogi st,
t he departnent shall cause such duplicate sanples or copies of records
and reports as may be required pursuant to this article to be furnished



to him

j. Gve notice to persons engaged in underground m ni ng operations of
t he conmencenent of any phase of oil or gas well operations which may
affect the safety of such underground m ning operations or of the mning
properties involved. Rules and regul ati ons pronul gated under this
article shall specify the distance from underground m ni ng operations
wi t hin which such notice shall be given and shall contain such other
provisions as in the judgnment of the department shall be necessary in
the interest of safety. The departnent shall not be required to furnish
any notice required by this paragraph unless the person or persons
engaged in underground mning operations or having rights in mning
properties have notified the departnent of the existence and | ocation of
such underground m ni ng operations or properties.

k. (1) Except as to production of gas fromlands under the waters of
Lake Erie, in order to satisfy the financial security requirenents
contained in paragraph e of this subdivision for wells | ess than six
t housand feet in depth for which the departnent either shall have issued

or shall issue permts to drill such wells or, on or after June fifth,
ni net een hundred seventy-three, shall have i ssued acknow edgenents of
notices of intention to drill such wells, wthout any way affecting any

obligations to plug such wells, the operator shall provide a bond or
ot her financial security acceptable to the departnent in the foll ow ng
amount :

(i) for wells less than two thousand five hundred feet in depth:

(a) twenty-five hundred dollars per well, provided that the operator
shall not be required to provide financial security under this item
exceedi ng twenty-five thousand dollars for up to twenty-five wells;

(b) for twenty-six to fifty wells, twenty-five thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of twenty-five wells,
provi ded that the operator shall not be required to provide financi al
security under this itemexceeding forty thousand doll ars;

(c) for fifty-one to one hundred wells, forty thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of fifty wells, provided
that the operator shall not be required to provide financial security
under this item exceedi ng seventy thousand dol |l ars;



(d) for over one hundred wells, seventy thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of one hundred wells,
provi ded that the operator shall not be required to provide financial
security under this item exceedi ng one hundred t housand dol | ars.

(ii) for wells between two thousand five hundred feet and six thousand
feet in depth:

(a) five thousand dollars per well, provided that the operator shal
not be required to provide financial security under this item exceeding
forty thousand dollars for up to twenty-five wells;

(b) for twenty-six to fifty wells, forty thousand dollars, plus five
t housand dollars per well in excess of twenty-five wells, provided that
the operator shall not be required to provide financial security under
this item exceedi ng sixty thousand dol | ars;

(c) for fifty-one to one hundred wells, sixty thousand dollars, plus
five thousand dollars per well in excess of fifty wells, provided that
the operator shall not be required to provide financial security under
this item exceedi ng one hundred t housand dol | ars;

(d) for over one hundred wells, one hundred thousand dollars, plus
five thousand dollars per well in excess of one hundred wells, provided
that the operator shall not be required to provide financial security
under this item exceedi ng one hundred fifty thousand dol | ars.

(2) I'n the event that an operator shall have wells described in
clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (1) of this paragraph, in |lieu of
provi ding financial security under the provisions of each such cl ause,
such operator may file financial security as if all such wells were
bet ween two thousand five hundred feet and six thousand feet in depth.

(3) For wells greater than six thousand feet in depth, the operator
may be required to provide additional financial security consistent with
criteria contained in rules and regulations to be adopted to inpl enent
t hi s subpar agr aph.

8-a. The departnment shall include consideration of future physical
climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or storm surges and/or flooding,
based on avail able data predicting the |likelihood of extrenme weat her
events, including hazard risk analysis data if applicable, to permts
i ssued pursuant to title five of this article.



9. Wth respect to solution mning areas the departnent shall have the
power to:

a. Require identification of ownership of producing | eases and
sol ution m ning equi pnent such as structures, tanks, gathering systens
and facilities for the transportation of salt brine.

b. Require the drilling, casing, operation and plugging of wells in
accordance with rules and regul ati ons of the department in such a manner
as to prevent the | oss or escape of oil or gas reserves to the surface
or to other strata; the intrusion of brine or water into comrercial oi
or gas reserves; the pollution of fresh water supplies by oil, gas or
salt water, and to facilitate the efficient use of ground and surface
wat ers in solution mning.

c. Gve notice to persons engagi hg i n underground m ni ng operations of
t he conmenci ng of any phase of solution mning well operations which may
affect the safety of such underground mi ning operations or of the mning
properties involved. Rules and regul ati ons of the departnment adopted
pursuant hereto shall specify the distance from such underground m ning
operations within which such notice shall be given and shall contain
such other provisions as in the judgnent of the departnent shall be
necessary in the interest of safety. The departnent shall not be
required to furnish any notice pursuant hereto unless the person or
per sons engaged in underground m ning operations or having rights in
m ning properties have notified the departnent of the existence and
| ocation of such underground m ni ng operations or properties.

d. Require nmetering or other measuring of brine produced by solution
m ning, and the mai ntenance of the records fromeach cavity or group of
i nterconnected cavities until the wells in a cavity have been pl ugged
and abandoned. These records shall be given to the departnment on
request.

e. Enter, take tenporary possession of, plug or replug any abandoned
wel | as provided in the rules and regul ati ons, whenever any oper at or
negl ects or refuses to conply with such rules and regul ations. Such



pl uggi ng or replugging by the departnment shall be at the expense of the
owner or operator whose duty it shall be to plug the well and who shal
hol d harm ess the state of New York for all accounts, damages, costs and
judgments arising for the plugging or replugging of the well and the
surface restoration of the affected land. Prinmary liability for the
expense of such plugging or replugging and first recourse for the
recovery thereof shall be to the operator unless a contract for the
producti on, devel opnment, exploration or other working of the well, to
whi ch the | essor or other grantor of the solution salt rights is a
party, shall place such [iability on the owner or on the owner of
another interest in the land on which the well is situated. Wen an
operator violates any provision of this article, any rule or regul ation
promul gat ed t hereunder, or any order issued pursuant thereto in

reference to plugging or repluggi ng an abandoned wel |, the operator may
not transfer the operator's responsibility therefor by surrendering the
| ease. Prior to the conmencenent of drilling of any well to which this

subdi vi si on applies, the operator shall be required to furnish to the
departnment, and continuously maintain, a bond acceptable to it

condi tioned upon the perfornmance of said operator's plugging
responsibilities with respect to said well. Upon the approval of the
departnment, in lieu of such bond, the operator nay deposit cash or
negoti abl e bonds of the United States Governnent of |ike amount in an
escrow account conditioned upon the performance of said operator's

pl uggi ng responsibilities with respect to said well. Any interest
accruing as a result of aforenmentioned escrow deposit shall be the
excl usive property of the operator. The aforenentioned bondi ng

requi renents shall remain the obligation of the original operator
regardl ess of changes in operators unless a subsequent operator has
furni shed the appropriate bond or substitute as herein provided
acceptable to the departnent and approval for the transfer of the well
pl uggi ng responsibility to the subsequent operator has been granted by
the departnent. The failure of any operator to maintain a bond or other
financial security as prescribed herein shall be deened a breach of

pl uggi ng responsibilities and entitle the departnent to claimthe
proceeds of the bond or other financial security. Any order issued
pursuant to this paragraph may be revi ewed upon application of an
aggrieved party by neans of an order to show cause which order shall be



i ssued by any justice of the suprenme court in the judicial district in
whi ch any such order applies and shall be returnable on the third
succeedi ng busi ness day follow ng the issuance of such order. Service of
such show cause order shall be made upon the regional office of the
departnment for the region in which such order applies, and upon the
attorney general by delivery of such order to an assistant attorney
general at an office of the attorney general in the county in which
venue of the proceeding is designated, or if there is no office of the
attorney general within such county, at the office of the attorney
general nearest such county. Except as herei nabove specified, the
proceeding to review an order under this paragraph shall be governed by
article seventy-eight of the civil practice |law and rul es.

f. (1) In order to satisfy the financial security requirenents
contained in paragraph e of this subdivision for all wells for which the

departnment either shall have issued or shall issue permts to drill such
wells or, on or after June fifth, nineteen hundred seventy-three, shal
have i ssued acknow edgenents of notices of intention to drill such

well's, without in any way affecting any obligation to plug such wells,
t he operator shall provide a bond or other financial security acceptable
to the departnent in the follow ng anount:

(i) for wells less than two thousand five hundred feet in depth:

(a) twenty-five hundred dollars per well, provided that the operator
shall not be required to provide financial security under this item
exceedi ng twenty-five thousand dollars for up to twenty-five wells;

(b) for twenty-six to fifty wells, twenty-five thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of twenty-five wells,
provi ded that the operator shall not be required to provide financi al
security under this itemexceeding forty thousand doll ars;

(c) for fifty-one to one hundred wells, forty thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of fifty wells, provided
that the operator shall not be required to provide financial security
under this item exceedi ng seventy thousand dol |l ars;

(d) for over one hundred wells, seventy thousand dollars, plus
twenty-five hundred dollars per well in excess of one hundred wells,
provi ded that the operator shall not be required to provide financial
security under this item exceedi ng one hundred t housand dol | ars.



(ii) for wells between two thousand five hundred feet and six thousand
feet in depth:

(a) five thousand dollars per well provided that the operator shal
not be required to provide financial security under this item exceeding
forty thousand dollars for up to twenty-five wells;

(b) for twenty-six to fifty wells, forty thousand dollars, plus five
t housand dollars per well in excess of twenty-five wells, provided that
the operator shall not be required to provide financial security under
this item exceedi ng sixty thousand dol | ars;

(c) for fifty-one to one hundred wells, sixty thousand dollars, plus
five thousand dollars per well in excess of fifty wells, provided that
the operator shall not be required to provide financial security under
this item exceedi ng one hundred fifty thousand doll ars;

(d) for over one hundred wells, one hundred thousand dollars, plus
five thousand dollars per well in excess of one hundred wells, provided
that the operator shall not be required to provide financial security
under this item exceedi ng one hundred fifty thousand dol | ars.

(2) I'n the event that an operator shall have wells described in
clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (1) of this paragraph, in |lieu of
provi di ng financial security under the provisions of each such cl ause,
such operator may file financial security as if all such wells were
bet ween two thousand five hundred feet and six thousand feet in depth.

(3) For wells greater than six thousand feet in depth, the operator
may be required to provide additional financial security consistent with
criteria contained in rules and regulation to be adopted to inpl enent
t hi s subpar agr aph.

10. In the case of any well legally plugged pursuant to subdivision
ni ne hereof, the responsibility for the cost of replugging or
rei nforcing the plugging of any well, whenever such repluggi ng or

reinforcing is nade necessary by reason of the comrencenent or expansion
of storage operations, shall be borne by the operator of the storage
facility.

11. The departnment may use any of its powers for the purpose of
cooperating with any other state or jurisdiction in regulating or
ot herwi se affecting the devel opment or production of oil, gas or salt at



any | ocation where such devel opnment or producti on may have a physi cal
ef fect on devel opnent or production in such other state or jurisdiction.

12. Wth respect to the production of gas from |l ands under the waters
of Lake Erie:

a. This state shall indemify all nunicipalities adjacent to Lake Erie
within the state of New York for expenses of restoration of fresh water
supplies, cleanup of beaches, piers and simlar facilities, and for
liability clainms arising fromany discharge or spill occasioned by
exploration, drilling or production of operations.

b. If any oil or other hazardous substance is discharged in the course
of drilling for or piping natural gas so as to pollute the waters or
endanger ot her natural resources of the state, the departnent shal
i medi ately act to renove or arrange for the renoval of such substance
and to term nate or arrange for the term nation of such discharge,
unl ess the departnment determ nes that such renoval or termnation wll
be done properly and expeditiously by the | essee, owner or operator of
the drilling or piping operation.

c. Wienever the departnent acts to renove or arrange for the renoval
of any substance, or term nates or arranges for the term nation of any
di scharge, the departnent may draw upon noneys that nay be set aside for
t he departnent for such purposes fromthe governnental energency fund,
under such ternms and conditions as the governor and the |egislature have
established for use of such noneys.

d. No action taken by any person to contain or renove a di scharge
shall be construed as an adnmission of liability for said discharge.
Provi ded that any person who undertakes renoval or cleanup operations
shall, at the request of the departnment or an appropriate federal
agency, coordinate his actions with ongoing state or federal operations.
No person who renders assistance in containing or renoving a discharge
shall be liable for any civil danages to third parties resulting solely
fromacts or om ssions in rendering such assistance except for acts or
om ssions of gross negligence or willful msconduct. In the course of



cl eanup operations, no person shall discharge any detergent into the
waters of this state without prior authorization of the conmm ssioner.

13. Every person granted a permt to drill pursuant to this section
shall give notice by certified mail to any | ocal governnent affected of
the location of the drilling site prior to the commencenent of drilling
operations. Such prior notice shall also be given by certified mail to
any | andowner whose surface rights will be affected by drilling
oper ati ons.

14. Wth respect to wells drilled deeper than five hundred feet bel ow
the earth's surface for the purpose of conducting stratigraphic tests,
for finding or producing hot water or steam for injecting fluids to
recover heat fromthe surroundi ng geologic materials, which shall not
i ncl ude cl osed-1 oop boreholes installed for the purpose of facilitating
a geothermal heating or cooling system or for the disposal of brines,

t he departnent shall have the power to:

a. Require all exploration, drilling and devel opnment operations to be
conducted in accordance with standards promul gated by the departnent in
rul es and regul ati ons.

b. Conduct investigations to determ ne the extent of conpliance with
this section and all rules, regulations and orders issued pursuant
t her et o.

c. Cassify a well as one subject to this section and require its
identification as a geothermal, stratigraphic or brine disposal well.

d. Require the drilling, casing, operation, plugging and repluggi ng of
wel I's subject to this section and reclanmati on of surrounding land in
accordance with rules and regul ati ons of the departnent.

e. Enter, take tenporary possession of, plug or replug any abandoned
wel | subject to this section as provided in the rules and regul ati ons,
whenever the well's owner or operator neglects or refuses to conply with
such rul es and regul ati ons. Such pluggi ng or replugging by the



departnment shall be at the expense of the owner or operator whose duty
it shall be to plug the well and who shall hold harm ess the state of
New York for all accounts, danmages, costs and judgnments arising fromthe
pl uggi ng or replugging of the well and the surface restoration of the

af fected | and.

f. Require that the operator furnish to the departnent, and
continuously maintain, a bond or other financial security conditioned
upon the satisfactory performance of the operator's plugging
responsibilities with respect to said well. The failure of any operator
to maintain a bond or other financial security as prescribed herein
shal | be deened a breach of plugging responsibilities and entitle the
departnment to claimthe proceeds of the bond or other financial
security. Such bond or other financial security shall be for an anount
as determ ned pursuant to the provisions of paragraph k of subdivision
ei ght of this section.

g. In addition to the powers provided for intitles one, three, five
and thirteen of article seventy-one of this chapter, order an imedi ate
suspensi on of operations carried on in violation of the oil, gas and
solution mning aw or any rule or regul ation pronul gated thereunder or
order issued pursuant thereto.

h. Require the imrediate reporting of any non-routine incident,

including but not limted to casing and drill pipe failures, casing
cenent failures, fishing jobs, fires, seepages, blowouts and ot her
incidents during drilling, conpletion, producing, plugging or replugging

operations that nay affect the health, safety, welfare or property of
any person or which may be injurious to plants or animals. The
departnment may require the operator or any agent thereof to record and
provi de any data which the departnent believes may be of use for
adequat e eval uation of a non-routine incident.

i. Require the taking and nmaking of |ogs, sanples, directional surveys
and reports on |locations, elevations, drilling and production, and
further require filing of such information pursuant to the provisions of
the oil, gas and solution mning |law. Upon the request of the state



geol ogi st, the departnent shall cause such sanples or copies of records
and reports to be furnished to the state geol ogi st.

j. Gve notice to persons engaged in underground m ni ng operations of
t he conmencenent of any phase of geothermal, stratigraphic and brine
di sposal well|l operations which may affect the safety of such underground
m ning operations or of the mning properties involved. The departnent
shall not be required to furnish any notice required by this paragraph
unl ess the person or persons engaged in underground m ning operations or
having rights in mning properties have notified the departnment of the
exi stence and | ocation of such underground m ning operations or
properties.

15. The departnment is authorized to regulate for the purposes of
protecting natural resources and the environnent or public health and
safety, closed-1oop borehol es deeper than five hundred feet bel ow the
earth's surface installed for the purpose of facilitating a geothernal
heating or cooling systemand no |ater than Decenber thirty-first, two
t housand twenty-four shall pronul gate regulations relating to such
bor ehol es, and nmay update such regulations fromtine to tinme. Wen
regul ati ng such cl osed-1oop borehol es, the departnent shall consider
rel evant prevailing industry standards.



