§ 21-0917. The Geat Lakes Basin advisory council.

1. As used in this section:

a. "Geat Lakes Basin" neans the watershed of the G eat Lakes and the
St. Lawence River, upstreamfrom Trois Rivieres, Quebec, consisting in
New York State of the Lake Erie, Niagara River, Lake Ontario m nor
tributaries, Genesee River, Seneca-Oneida Oswego River, Black R ver, St.
Lawr ence River, and Lake Chanpl ai n drai nage basins.

b. "Great Lakes regi on" neans the geographic regi on conposed of the
states of Illinois, Indiana, Mchigan, M nnesota, New York, Chio and
W sconsin, the conmonweal th of Pennsylvania, and the provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, Canada.

2. There is hereby established within the departnent the G eat Lakes
Basi n advi sory council (hereinafter referred to as the "council")
consi sting of nineteen nenbers to advise the governor and the
commi ssioner on natters relating to the state's role in regional,
federal, and international activities aimed at the protection of the
quality and quantity of water in the Geat Lakes, donestic, nunicipal,
i ndustrial and agricultural water supplies, navigation, hydroelectric
power and energy production, recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, and
a bal anced ecosystem which are all vital to the future environnental,
soci al, and econom c health of New York State and the other states and
provi nces conprising the G eat Lakes region.

a. The council shall:

(i) advise the comm ssioner and the governor on the inplenmentation and
any nodifications to any conprehensive |ong-term Great Lakes nmanagenent
pl an devel oped by the departnent;

(ii) advise the state's nmenbers on the board of directors of the G eat
Lakes protection fund;

(iii) annually identify specific research or program needs for funding
fromthe New York Great Lakes protection fund, after consultation with
the Great Lakes protection fund, other Great Lakes states and ot her
concerned parties. Such annual program wth as nuch detail on the scope



and expectations of each project as is practical, shall be submtted to
t he conm ssioner, who shall select specific projects fromthe program
reconmended by the council and shall submt such projects to the
departnment for inplenentation; and

(iv) evaluate and report to the governor and the |egislature on the
projects funded by the New York G eat Lakes protection fund.

b. The governor shall appoint nine nenbers with one representing an
institution that perfornms research on the issues and the probl ens of the
Great Lakes, one representing a | abor union whose nenbers derive their
livelihood fromthe Great Lakes, three representing environnmental or
conservation organi zations with interests in the Geat Lakes Basin, two
representing busi ness organi zati ons whose conmercial interest lies in
activities in or around Lake Ontario, Lake Erie and/or the St. Lawence
Ri ver, one representing a nunicipality adjacent to Lake Erie, Lake
Ontario or the St. Lawence River, and one representing a county having
a popul ation of two hundred and fifty thousand people or |ess adjacent
to Lake Erie, Lake Ontario or the St. Lawence River. The tenporary
presi dent of the Senate and the speaker of the Assenbly shall each
appoi nt two nenbers who have a denonstrated know edge in G eat Lakes
i ssues. The comm ssioner, the comm ssioners of the departnents of state,
heal t h, transportation, econom c devel opnent and the chairman of the
power authority of the state of New York or their designated
representative shall be ex-officio nenbers. The appoi nted nenbers of the
council shall serve terns of three years; provided, however, that of the
menbers first appointed by the governor, three shall be appointed for a
termof three years, three shall be appointed for a termof two years
and three shall be appointed for a termof one year. An appointnent to
fill a vacancy shall be made for the renminder of the affected termin
t he sane manner as the original appointnent was made. Such appoi nt nent
shall be made within sixty days of the date the position becones vacant.
Menbers shall serve until their successor has been appoi nted. The
governor shall designate the chairperson

3. The advisory council shall neet at a mninmmof two times annually.

4. Advisory council nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their



services, but shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary
expenses incurred during the performance of their duties.

5. The council shall submit a report prior to January first begi nning
i n nineteen hundred ninety and annually thereafter to the governor, the
speaker of the Assenbly, the tenporary president of the Senate and the
chai rmen of the Senate and Assenbly comm ttees on environnment al
conservation. Such report should include an eval uation of the problens
and conditions of the Great Lakes and recommendati ons for departnent al
or legislative solutions.



