§ 21-0901. Great Lakes Basin Conpact.

The Great Lakes Basin Conpact, as first enacted by chapter 643 of the
| aws of 1960, as reenacted by chapter 473 of the |aws of 1961, and as
renunbered by chapter 73 of the laws of 1962, is hereby continued. The
conpact is as follows:

The party states solemmly agree:
ARTI CLE |

The purposes of this conpact are, through nmeans of joint or
cooperative action:

1. To pronote the orderly, integrated, and conprehensi ve devel opnent,
use, and conservation of the water resources of the Great Lakes Basin
(hereinafter called the Basin).

2. To plan for the wel fare and devel opnent of the water resources of
the Basin as a whole as well as for those portions of the Basin which
may have probl ens of special concern.

3. To make it possible for the states of the Basin and their people to
derive the maxi mum benefit fromutilization of public works, in the form
of navigational aids or otherw se, which may exist or which nay be
constructed fromtinme to tine.

4. To advise in securing and mai ntaining a proper bal ance anong
i ndustrial, comrercial, agricultural, water supply, residential,
recreational, and other legitimte uses of the water resources of the
Basi n.

5. To establish and nmai ntain an intergovernnental agency to the end
that the purposes of this conpact nmay be acconplished nore effectively.
ARTI CLE |

A. This conpact shall enter into force and becone effective and
bi ndi ng when it has been enacted by the | egislatures of any four of the



States of Illinois, Indiana, Mchigan, M nnesota, New York, Ohio,

Pennsyl vani a, and Wsconsin and thereafter shall enter into force and
becone effective and binding as to any other of said states when enacted
by the | egislature thereof.

B. The Province of Ontario and the Province of Quebec, or either of
them nay beconme states party to this conpact by taking such action as
their laws and the | aws of the Governnent of Canada nay prescribe for
adherence thereto. For the purpose of this conpact the word "state"
shal | be construed to include a Province of Canada.

ARTI CLE |11

The Great Lakes Commi ssion created by Article IV of this conpact shal
exercise its powers and performits functions in respect to the Basin
whi ch, for the purposes of this conpact, shall consist of so nuch of the
following as may be within the party states:

1. Lakes Erie, Huron, Mchigan, Ontario, St. Cair, Superior, and the
St. Lawence River, together with any and all natural or man-made wat er
i nt erconnecti ons between or anong them

2. Al rivers, ponds, |akes, streans, and other watercourses which, in
their natural state or in their prevailing condition, are tributary to
Lakes Erie, Huron, Mchigan, Ontario, St. Cair, and Superior or any of
t hem or which conprise part of any watershed draining into any of said
| akes.

ARTI CLE |V

A. There is hereby created an agency of the party states to be known
as The Great Lakes Conmi ssion, (hereinafter called the Comm ssion). In
that nanme the Commi ssion nmay sue and be sued, acquire, hold and convey
real and personal property and any interest therein. The Conm ssion
shal |l have a seal with the words "The G eat Lakes Comm ssion" and such
ot her design as it may prescribe engraved thereon by which it shal
authenticate its proceedi ngs. Transactions involving real or personal
property shall conformto the laws of the state in which the property is
| ocat ed, and the Commi ssion may by byl aws provide for the execution and



acknow edgnent of all instrunments in its behalf.

B. The Conmi ssion shall be conposed of not |ess than three
comi ssioners nor nore than five comm ssioners fromeach party state
desi gnat ed or appointed in accordance with the | aw of the state which
they represent and serving and subject to renoval in accordance with
such | aw.

C. Each state delegation shall be entitled to three votes in the
Comm ssion. The presence of comm ssioners froma najority of the party
states shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business at any
neeting of the Comm ssion. Actions of the Conm ssion shall be by a
majority of the votes cast except that any recomrendati ons nmade pursuant
to Article VI of this conpact shall require an affirnmative vote of not
|l ess than a majority of the votes cast fromeach of a majority of the
states present and voti ng.

D. The conmi ssioners of any two or nore party states nay neet
separately to consider problens of particular interest to their states
but no action taken at any such neeting shall be deemed an action of the
Comm ssion unless and until the Conm ssion shall specifically approve
t he sane.

E. In the absence of any comm ssioner, his vote nmay be cast by anot her
representative or conm ssioner of his state provided that said
commi ssi oner or other representative casting said vote shall have a
written proxy in proper formas may be required by the Conm ssion.

F. The Conmi ssion shall elect annually fromanong its nmenbers a
chai rman and vi ce-chai rman. The Conm ssion shall appoint an Executive
Director who shall also act as secretary-treasurer, and who shall be
bonded in such anmobunt as the Conm ssion may require. The Executive
Director shall serve at the pleasure of the Conm ssion and at such
conpensati on and under such ternms and conditions as may be fixed by it.
The Executive Director shall be custodian of the records of the
Comm ssion with authority to affix the Comm ssion's official seal and to
attest to and certify such records or copies thereof.



G The Executive Director, subject to the approval of the Conm ssion
in such cases as its bylaws may provide, shall appoint and renove or
di scharge such personnel as may be necessary for the performance of the
Comm ssion's functions. Subject to the aforesaid approval, the Executive
Director may fix their conpensation, define their duties, and require
bonds of such of them as the Conm ssion may designate.

H. The Executive Director, on behalf of, as trustee for, and with the
approval of the Comm ssion, may borrow, accept, or contract for the
services of personnel fromany state or government or any subdivision or
agency thereof, fromany intergovernnental agency, or from any
institution, person, firmor corporation; and nay accept for any of the
Comm ssion's purposes and functions under this conpact any and all
donations, gifts, and grants of nobney, equipnent, supplies, naterials,
and services fromany state or governnment or any subdivision or agency
t hereof or intergovernnmental agency or fromany institution, person,
firmor corporation and may receive and utilize the sane.

| . The Commi ssion may establish and mai ntain one or nore offices for
the transacting of its business and for such purposes the Executive
Director, on behalf of, as trustee for, and with the approval of the
Comm ssion, may acquire, hold and di spose of real and personal property
necessary to the performance of its functions.

J. No tax levied or inposed by any party state or any political
subdi vi si on thereof shall be deened to apply to property, transactions,
or income of the Conm ssion.

K. The Conm ssion may adopt, amend and rescind byl aws, rules and
regul ati ons for the conduct of its business.

L. The organi zation neeting of the Conm ssion shall be held within six
nonths fromthe effective date of this conpact.

M The Conmi ssion and its Executive Director shall make available to
the party states any information within its possession and shall al ways



provide free access to its records by duly authorized representatives of
such party states.

N. The Conmi ssion shall keep a witten record of its neetings and
proceedi ngs and shall annually nake a report thereof to be submtted to
the duly designated official of each party state.

O The Conmi ssion shall make and transmit annually to the |egislature
and Governor of each party state a report covering the activities of the
Comm ssion for the precedi ng year and enbodyi ng such recommendati ons as
may have been adopted by the Conm ssion. The Commr ssion may i ssue such
additional reports as it nay deem desirabl e.

ARTI CLE V

A. The nenbers of the Conm ssion shall serve w thout conpensation, but
t he expenses of each conm ssioner shall be net by the state which he
represents in accordance with the law of that state. Al other expenses
i ncurred by the Commi ssion in the course of exercising the powers
conferred upon it by this conpact, unless nmet in sonme other manner
specifically provided by this conpact, shall be paid by the Conm ssion
out of its own funds.

B. The Conmi ssion shall submt to the executive head or designated
of ficer of each party state a budget of its estimted expenditures for
such period as may be required by the laws of that state for
presentation to the | egislature thereof.

C. Each of the Commi ssion's budgets of estimted expenditures shal
contain specific recomendati ons of the anmobunt or anobunts to be
appropriated by each of the party states. Detail ed comm ssion budgets
shall be recommended by a majority of the votes cast, and the costs
shall be allocated equitably anong the party states in accordance with
their respective interests.

D. The Conmi ssion shall not pledge the credit of any party state. The
Comm ssion nmay neet any of its obligations in whole or in part with
funds available to it under Article IV (11) of this conpact, provided



that the Comm ssion takes specific action setting aside such funds prior
to the incurring of any obligations to be net in whole or in part in
this manner. Except where the Conm ssion nakes use of funds available to
it under Article IV (H hereof, the Comm ssion shall not incur any
obligations prior to the allotnent of funds by the party states adequate
to neet the sane.

E. The Conmi ssion shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
di sbursenents. The recei pts and di sbhursenents of the Comm ssion shall be
subject to the audit and accounting procedures established under the
byl aws. However, all receipts and di sbursenents of funds handl ed by the
Comm ssion shall be audited yearly by a qualified public accountant and
the report of the audit shall be included in and becone a part of the
annual report of the Conm ssion.

F. The accounts of the Comm ssion shall be open at any reasonable tine
for inspection by such agency, representative or representatives of the
party states as may be duly constituted for that purpose and by others
who nmay be aut horized by the Conm ssion.

ARTI CLE VI

The Conmi ssion shall have power to:

A. Collect, correlate, interpret, and report on data relating to the
wat er resources and the use thereof in the Basin or any portion thereof.

B. Recommend net hods for the orderly, efficient, and bal anced
devel opnment, use, and conservation of the water resources of the Basin
or any portion thereof to the party states and to any other governnents
or agencies having interests in or jurisdiction over the Basin or any
portion thereof.

C. Consider the need for and desirability of public works and
i nprovenents relating to the water resources in the Basin or any portion

t her eof .

D. Consi der neans of inproving navigation and port facilities in the



Basin or any portion thereof.

E. Consider nmeans of inproving and naintaining the fisheries of the
Basin or any portion thereof.

F. Recomrend policies relating to water resources including the
institution and alteration of flood plain and other zoning | aws,
ordi nances and regul ati ons.

G Reconmend uni formor other |aws, ordinances, or regul ations
relating to the devel opnent, use and conservation of the Basin's water
resources to the party states or any of themand to ot her governnents,
political subdivisions, agencies or intergovernnmental bodies having
interests in or jurisdiction sufficient to affect conditions in the
Basin or any portion thereof.

H. Consi der and reconmend anendnents or agreenents supplenentary to
this conpact to the party states or any of them and assist in the
formul ati on and drafting of such anendnments or suppl enentary agreenents.

|. Prepare and publish reports, bulletins, and publications
appropriate to this work and fix reasonable sale prices therefor.

J. Wth respect to the water resources of the Basin or any portion
t hereof , recomrend agreenents between the governnents of the United
St ates and Canada.

K. Recommend nutual arrangenents expressed by concurrent or reciprocal
| egi slation on the part of Congress and the Parlianment of Canada
including but not limted to such agreenents and nutual arrangenents as
are provided for by Article XII1 of the Treaty of 1909 Relating to
Boundary Waters and Questions Arising Between the United States and
Canada. (Treaty Series, No. 548).

L. Cooperate with the governnents of the United States and of Canada,
the party states and any public or private agencies or bodi es having
interests in or jurisdiction sufficient to affect the Basin or any



portion thereof.

M At the request of the United States, or in the event that a
Provi nce shall be a party state, at the request of the Governnent of
Canada, assist in the negotiation and forrul ation of any treaty or other
mut ual arrangenent or agreenent between the United States and Canada
with reference to the Basin or any portion thereof.

N. Make any recomrendation and do all things necessary and proper to
carry out the powers conferred upon the Comm ssion by this conpact,
provi ded that no action of the Conm ssion shall have the force of |aw
in, or be binding upon, any party state.

ARTI CLE VI |

Each party state agrees to consider the action the Conm ssion
reconmends in respect to:

A. Stabilization of | ake | evels.

B. Measures for conbating pollution, beach erosion, floods, and shore
i nundat i on.

C. Uniformty in navigation regulations within the constitutiona
powers of the states.

D. Proposed navigation aids and i nprovenents.

E. Uniformty or effective coordinating action in fishing |laws and
regul ati ons and cooperative action to eradi cate destructive and
parasitical forces endangering the fisheries, wild |ife and other water
resour ces.

F. Suitable hydroel ectric power devel opnents.

G Cooperative prograns for control of soil and bank erosion for the
general inprovenent of the Basin.



H. Diversion of waters fromand into the Basin.

. O her neasures the Conmm ssion may reconmend to the states pursuant
to Article VI of this conpact.
ARTI CLE VI | |

Thi s conpact shall continue in force and renai n bi ndi ng upon each
party state until renounced by act of the |egislature of such state, in
such formand nmanner as it nay choose and as nay be valid and effective
to repeal a statute of said state, provided that such renunciation shal
not become effective until six nonths after notice of such action shal
have been officially communicated in witing to the executive head of
the other party states.

ARTI CLE | X

It is intended that the provisions of this conpact shall be reasonably
and liberally construed to effectuate the purposes thereof. The
provi sions of this conpact shall be severable and if any phrase, cl ause,
sentence or provision of this conpact is declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any party state or of the United States, or in the case
of a Province, to the British North Arerica Act of 1867 as anended, or
the applicability thereof to any state, agency, person or circunstance
is held invalid, the constitutionality of the renmai nder of this conpact
and the applicability thereof to any state, agency, person or
ci rcunst ance shall not be affected thereby, provided further that if
this conpact shall be held contrary to the constitution of the United
States, or in the case of a Province, to the British North Anerica Act
of 1867 as anended, or of any party state, the conpact shall remain in
full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and
effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters.



