§ 17-1001. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.

The |l egislature finds and declares that the | ands and waters of New
York state constitute an irrepl aceabl e resource upon which is founded
the well-being of public health, economic vitality and the state's
environnment; that these resources nay be contam nated by spills and
| eaks of petroleumfrom active and abandoned petrol eum bul k st orage
facilities; that once contam nated the quality of these resources cannot
be conpletely restored to their original state; and that contam nation
of these resources nust be prevented through inproved safeguards in
storage and handl i ng.

The | egislature declares these spills and |leaks to be a threat to the
public welfare of the state and hereby exercises the power of the state
to prevent these spills and | eaks from occurring through the
establishment of a state petrol eum bul k storage code for new and
substantially nodified facilities.



