8§ 15-3103. Legislative findings and intent.
The | egi slature hereby finds and decl ares that:

1. The waters of the state are one of its npbst essential natural
resour ces.

2. Adequat e supplies of good quality groundwater are critical to the
heal th and welfare of the residents of the state and to their economc
wel | - bei ng. Groundwat er contam nation exists at |evels which exceed
applicabl e standards, criteria and gui dance values at nany sites around
the state, including inactive hazardous waste disposal sites, brownfield
sites, and sites contam nated by the discharge of petroleum The |evels
and types of contam nants, the extent of contam nation, and the present
and potential inpacts on public health and the environnent vary w dely
fromsite to site, but cumul atively could endanger the integrity of the
wat er resources of New York state.

3. Due to the conplexity of groundwater contamnm nation problens, the
restoration of groundwater to its classified use may not currently be
feasi ble at sone sites.

4. It is the intent of the legislature that groundwater be protected
for its classified use, the highest of which is drinking water.



