8§ 15-2909. Water resources nanagenent strategy; hearings.

Upon recei pt of the statew de water resources nanagenment strategy from
t he departnent of environnmental conservation, the council shall pronptly
publ i sh once a week for three consecutive weeks in newspapers of general
circulation notice of public hearings thereon. Public hearings shall be
conducted in each of the substate areas represented in the statew de
strategy, and shall be in accordance with regul ati ons adopted by the
departnment, subject to nodification by the council. Such regul ations
shall, at a mininmum require a hearing on the record with sworn
W t nesses and shall afford interested parties a reasonable opportunity
to sponsor witnesses and to question w tnesses sponsored by others,
i ncludi ng departnent staff, consistent with the need to conclude the
heari ngs expeditiously so that a state water resources nanagemnent
strategy can be adopted in a tinmely nmanner. The hearings shall not be
consi dered part of an adjudicatory proceeding, as defined in subdivision
three of section one hundred two of the state administrative procedure
act, or as part of a rul e-making proceedi ng held under subdivi sion one
of section two hundred two of such act.



