§ 15-2321. River inprovement district with federal aid.

1. In the event that any agency of the governnent of the United States
shall be willing to perform direct or finance any work for the
i mprovenent of a river, as specified intitle 23 of this article, in
such manner that the greater part of the cost of such work shall be paid
by such governnent, the departnment shall have power to forma river
i mprovenent district covering the areas to be benefited by such work by
foll owing the procedure set forth in this section, in lieu of the
procedure specified in the preceding sections of title 23 of this
article.

2. The department nay proceed of its own notion to formsuch district
and to authorize the proposed work as though a petition therefor had
been filed as provided in section 15-2303. It nay negotiate with the
federal government, investigate the proposed district and prepare a
witten report thereon, describing the proposed district and the
proposed works, and giving estinmates of the cost of the various parts of
the work which may be a charge agai nst the proposed district. Such
report shall be filed and notice of such filing and of a hearing thereon
given as provided in section 15-2303, except that the period of notice
provided for in section 15-2303 shall be halved. After the final hearing
t he departnent shall determ ne whether it is in the public interest to
formthe district and to proceed with the work and in general terns,
what public corporations and |lands will be benefited thereby. These
matters shall be enbodied in a witten order, which shall, if the action
is favorabl e, contain orders to nmake surveys, assessnments, enter into
agreenents with agencies of the federal governnent, acquire |ands and
rights in lands and all other matters which nay be needful for the
carrying out of the proposed project. Such witten order shall state
whether it is planned to issue obligations pursuant to the Local Finance
Law. Certified copies of the determ nation and order shall be filed and
notice of such filing given. Such determ nation and order may be
revi ewed pursuant to section 15-0905, but application for review nust be
made within ten days after such filing. If no reviewis had, the
departnment shall cause the sanme to be recorded. The district shall be
held to have been forned on the date of such final order, but such



formati on shall not be effective until such order, as made or as
nodi fied on review, shall have been recorded.

3. As soon as the formation of the district becones effective, the
departnment shall have full power to enter into agreenents with the
proper officials of the federal governnent or of other agencies of the
state, to acquire or to appropriate |lands and rights in |ands, including
sites for canps and appurtenant facilities, access roads, borrow pits,
quarries, spoil banks and all necessary and proper matters, to incur
contractual obligations, to enploy the necessary personnel and generally
to do whatever is necessary to carry out the proposed project or
proj ects.

4. After such district is formed and the original federal project
aut hori zed, nmjor changes in such project, additional federal projects,
changes in district boundaries necessitated by such federal projects or
the raising of required additional funds for the work nay be authorized
by follow ng the pertinent portions of the procedure in section 15-2303
above.

5. Except for such projects as may be carried out by the federal
governnment, any district formed under the provisions of subdivision 2
above shall thereafter continue as a river inprovenent district, as
t hough forned under the provisions of section 15-23083.



