§ 15-1919. Drai nage enhancenents.

1. For the purpose of naking apportionnments of the cost of future
dr ai nage construction, allowing credits for such construction al ready
conpl eted, determ ning the economc feasibility of a contenpl ated
construction project and for other purposes, there shall be determ ned
for each parcel of land in a district what is called the drai nage
enhancenent for such parcel.

2. Drainage enhancenent is a special formof assessed val uati on nade
for the purposes of title 19 of this article and used only as such.
Such enhancenent is determ ned solely on the basis of estimted | and
val ue wi t hout consideration of certain specified conditions and is not
dependent on or nmde in connection with any specific drai nage
construction project, conpleted or proposed. The drai nage enhancenent of
any parcel of land is the increase in the value of such parcel which, on
the basis of prices of land locally current at the tine the
determ nation is made, will occur as the result of inproving that parcel
by drai nage works fromits original undrained condition to the maxi mum
condition of drainage which is practical. It is the maxi num benefit
whi ch can inure to an undrai ned parcel by drainage to the practi cal
limt, is the nmeasure for the apportionnment of the cost of such conplete
dr ai nage construction and, as anong other parcels, is the relative
nmeasure of benefits resulting fromthe construction of works giving a
| ess conpl ete drai nage. Such enhancenent, once determ ned, will renain
fixed until such tine as a general change in local |and values is
experienced.

3. The val ue of each parcel shall be determ ned (a) on the assunption
that no drai nage work has ever been done in the district and (b) on the
assunption that the land is drained to the nmaxi num practical extent.
The difference is the drai nage enhancenent. In making these
determnations it shall be assumed in both instances that the land is
devoted to the highest use for which it will be fitted by drai nage
regardl ess of the fact that it nay have to be cleared or otherw se
prepared for such use, unless it can be shown that drainage will affect
the cost of such clearing and preparation in which case due all owance



shall be made therefor. If a parcel contains |ands of different val ues
it may be subdivided and the enhancenent determ ned for each
subdi vi si on.

4. The departnent may appoi nt persons as assessors to assist in the
determ nati on of such drai nage enhancenents.

5. These "drai nage enhancenents"” are the sane as the "benefits due to
dr ai nage" specified in earlier forns of article VIII of the Conservation
Law, and "drai nage enhancenents"” specified in article V of the
Conservation Law as it read on the date of the enactnent of the present
chapter, and any such "benefits" heretofore determ ned shall remain
unchanged by this amendnent, but shall, after this article takes effect,
be known and used as "enhancenents."



