§ 15-1501. Water withdrawal s; permt.

1. Except as otherwi se provided in this title, no person who is
engaged in, or proposing to engage in, the operation of a water
wi t hdrawal systemwith a capacity of greater than or equal to the
t hreshol d volunme, shall have any power to do the followi ng until such
person has first obtained a permit or permt nodification fromthe
departnment pursuant to this title:

a. To make a water withdrawal from an existing or new source or an
i ncreased water withdrawal from an existing permtted source;

b. To take or condemm | ands for the protection of any existing sources
of public water supply; or for the devel opnment or protection of any new
or additional sources of public water supply;

c. To conmmence or undertake the construction of any works or projects
in connection with the proposed w thdrawal; or

d. To extend its supply or distribution nmains into any new water
service area or extension that has not been approved by the departnent
or a predecessor comm ssion; or

e. To make a significant change in the principal use of the water
wi t hdrawal systemfromthat specified in the permt, or permt
appl i cation.

2. Al valid public water supply permts and approval s issued by the
departnment or its predecessors shall remain in full force and effect for
t he purpose of satisfying the permt requirenents of subdivision one of
this section for existing water withdrawals froma source and in an
anount authorized by such permt or approval. Until the departnent
promul gates regul ati ons pursuant to subdivision four of this section,
not hi ng contai ned in subdivision one of this section concerning permts
fromthe departnent shall be applicable to water w thdrawal s ot her than
for a public water supply system



3. Nothing contained in this title concerning permts fromthe
departnment for water wi thdrawals shall be deened to nullify the
requirenents of the State Sanitary Code applicable to drinking water
supplies, including public water systens and bottled water facilities,
in effect on February 15, 2012, as nay be anmended fromtine to time. No
supplier of water shall make, install or construct, or allow to be nade,
installed or constructed, a public water supply systemor any addition
or deletion to or nodification of a public water supply systemuntil the
pl ans and specifications therefor have been submitted to and approved by
t he conm ssioner of health or his or her designee as may be required by
the state sanitary code.

4. The departnent shall promul gate regulations to inplenent a
permtting programfor water w thdrawals equal to or greater than the
t hreshol d volunme consistent with the requirenents of this section which
shal | establish: (a) m ninmum standards for operation and new
construction of water w thdrawal systens; (b) nonitoring, reporting and
recor dkeepi ng requirenents; and (c) protections for present and future
needs for sources of potable water supply. Such regul ati ons may
establish quantitative standards that nmaintain streamflows protective
of aquatic life, consistent with the policy objectives of this article
and any other conditions, limtations and restrictions that the
departnent, in consultation with the departnent of health, determ nes
are necessary to protect the environnent and the public health, safety
and wel fare and to ensure the proper managenent of the waters of the
state. The regul ations nay establish exenptions frompermtting
requirenents in addition to those exenptions specified in this section.

5. The departnent is authorized to consolidate existing water supply
permts for a public water supply systeminto one pernt, and nay
require subm ssion of an application for such permt where the
departnment determ nes that such actions are necessary to protect the
environnment and the public health, safety and welfare and to ensure the
proper managenent of the waters of the state.

6. Each person who is required under this section to obtain a permt
shall annually, on a form prescribed by the departnent, report al



i nformati on requested by the departnent, including but not limted to
wat er usage and water conservati on neasures undertaken during the
reporting period. Information on water usage and water conservation
neasures shall be posted on the departnent's website.

7. The followi ng water withdrawal s are exenpt fromthe permt
requi renents established by this section: (a) withdrawal s used for fire
suppressi on or public energency purposes; (b) w thdrawal s that have
recei ved an approval froma conpact basin conm ssion which admnisters a
program governing water withdrawal s; (c) closed | oop, standing col um,
or simlar non-extractive geothermal heat punps; (d) w thdrawals for
which a permit has been issued pursuant to the requirenents of section
15-1527 of this title; (e) existing withdrawals for agricultural
pur poses provided the withdrawal has been registered with the depart nent
pursuant to the requirenents of title sixteen of this article or
reported to the departnent pursuant to the requirenments of title
thirty-three of this article on or before February fifteenth, two
t housand twel ve; and (f) withdrawal s at renediation sites conducted
pursuant to a federal or state court order or federal or state
gover nnent agency agreenent or order.

8. The departnent shall establish a water conservation and efficiency
programw th the goals of (a) ensuring inprovenent of the waters and
wat er dependent natural resources, (b) protecting and restoring the
hydrol ogi ¢ and ecosystemintegrity of watersheds throughout the state,
(c) retaining the quantity of surface water and groundwater in the
state, (d) ensuring sustainable use of state waters, and (e) pronoting
the efficiency of use and reducing | osses and waste of water.

9. The departnent shall issue an initial permt, subject to
appropriate terms and conditions as required under this article, to any
person not exenpt fromthe permtting requirenments of this section, for
t he maxi num wat er wit hdrawal capacity reported to the departnent
pursuant to the requirenents of title sixteen or title thirty-three of
this article on or before February fifteenth, two thousand twel ve.



