§ 15-0105. Declaration of policy.

In recognition of its sovereign duty to conserve and control its water
resources for the benefit of all inhabitants of the state, it is hereby
declared to be the public policy of the state of New York that:

1. The regulation and control of the water resources of the state of
New York be exercised only pursuant to the laws of this state;

2. The waters of the state be conserved and devel oped for all public
benefici al uses;

3. Conprehensive planni ng be undertaken for the protection,
conservation, equitable and wi se use and devel opnent of the water
resources of the state to the end that such water resources be not
wast ed and shall be adequate to neet the present and future needs for
donestic, nunicipal, agricultural, comrercial, industrial, power,
recreati onal and other public, beneficial purposes;

4. Wth respect to the use of the waters of the state and the water
courses thereof, due consideration shall be given to the relative
i nportance of different uses;

5. The acquisition, storage, diversion and use of water for donestic
and rmuni ci pal purposes shall have priority over all other purposes;

6. Alterations in the conditions of waters and water courses be
pl anned and carried out in such manner that the inportant uses wll be
inpaired as little as possible;

7. Reasonabl e standards of purity and quality of the waters of the
state be mai ntained consistent with public health, safety and welfare
and the public enjoynent thereof, the propagation and protection of fish
and wildlife, including birds, marmals and other terrestrial and aquatic
life, and the industrial devel opnent of the state, and to that end, to
require the use of all known avail abl e and reasonabl e nmet hods to prevent
and control pollution, wastage and unreasonabl e di sturbance and



defil enment of the waters of the state;

8. In addition to other recogni zed public beneficial uses and control
of water as provided by this article 15 or by any other statute, the
regul at ed acqui sition, storage, diversion and use of water for the
suppl emental irrigation of agricultural lands within the state is a
publ i c purpose and use, in the interests of the health, safety and
wel fare of the people of the state and for their interest.



