§ 15-0103. Legislative findings.

Article 15 shall be construed and admnistered in the Iight of the
foll owi ng findings of fact:

1. The sovereign power to regulate and control the water resources of
this state ever since its establishnment has been and now is vested
exclusively in the state of New York, except to the extent of any
del egati on of power to the United States;

2. New York State has been generously endowed with water resources
whi ch have contributed and continue to contribute greatly to the
position of preem nence attained by New York in population, agriculture,
comer ce, trade, industry and outdoor recreation;

3. Adequate and suitable water for water supply, domestic, nmunicipal
i ndustrial, agricultural and conmmercial uses, power, irrigation,
transportation, fire protection, sewage and waste assimlation, the
grow h of forests, maintenance of fish and wildlife, recreational
enjoynent and other uses is essential to the health, safety and wel fare
of the people and econonic growth and prosperity of the state;

4. In recent years our population growth and the devel opnent and use
of new t echnol ogy and processes have resulted in demands for nore water
and the equitable use thereof for these purposes;

5. In recent years recreational activities are naking new and greater
dermands on | akes and streanms of the state for boating, fishing, bathing
and water sports, and the | ands adjacent thereto for canpsites, access
areas and public beaches;

6. The growth of cities and urban areas and their expansion into
formerly rural areas has in nmany cases resulted in the filling in,
di version and destruction of water courses, necessarily destroying
aquatic habitat and | essening supplies of water for nultiple use
pur poses;



7. Increased notorized highway travel and public safety are requiring
the construction of new, better and |arger public highways which may
alter the water ways of the state and encroach upon water courses and
affect their uses;

8. Al fish, ganme, wildlife, shellfish, crustacea and protected
insects in the state, except those legally acquired and held in private
ownership, are owned by the state and held for the use and enjoynent of
the people of the state, and the state has a responsibility to preserve,
protect and conserve such terrestrial and aquatic resources from
destruction and damage and to pronote their natural propagation;

9. The unreasonabl e, uncontrolled and unnecessary interference with or
defil enent and di sturbance of water courses create hazards to the
health, safety and wel fare of the people of the state causing great
econom c | oss by erosion of soil, increased costs of water purification
and treatnment, the loss of crop |ands and forests by flooding, the
destruction and failure of natural propagation of fish and aquatic
resources and the | oss of water for donestic, industrial, navigational,
muni ci pal, agricultural, recreational and other beneficial uses and
pur poses;

10. The unreasonabl e and unregul ated (a) interference with the
channel s and beds of | akes and streans by construction of dans, roads
and other structures, (b) alteration of water courses and gradients, (c)
i mpoundi ng of water, (d) dredging and filling in of stream beds, and the
unr easonabl e renoval of sand, gravel or other nmaterials from streans,
and by other action, have resulted in pollution of such waters, increase
in turbidity and the deposit of silt and debris, irregular variations of
velocity, tenperature and | evels of water, erosion of banks and upl ands
and the floodi ng of val uabl e | ands;

11. The departnment, and two of its predecessors, the Water Resources
Comm ssion and the Water Pollution Control Board, has classified

substantially all of the waters of the state;

12. The departnment, pursuant to title 11 of article 15 of the



Envi ronnental Conservation Law, is continuing the work of its
predecessor, the Water Resources Conm ssion in undertaking conprehensive
pl anning for the protection, conservation and devel opnent of the water
resources of the state;

13. It is in the best interest of the state that provision be nade for
the regul ation and supervision of activities that deplete, defile,
damage or ot herw se adversely affect the waters of the state and | and
resources associated therew th.



