§ 13-0371. Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conpact.

1. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conpact as first enacted by
chapter 500 of the laws of 1941, and as reenacted by chapter 474 of the
| aws of 1961, is hereby continued. The conpact is as follows:

ATLANTI C STATES MARI NE FI SHERI ES COVPACT

The contracting states solemly agree:
Article |

The purpose of this conpact is to pronote the better utilization of
the fisheries, marine, shell and anadronous, of the Atlantic seaboard by
t he devel opnment of a joint programfor the pronotion and protection of
such fisheries by the prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries
fromany cause. It is not the purpose of this conpact to authorize the
states joining herein to limt the production of fish or fish products
for the purpose of establishing or fixing the price thereof, or creating
and perpetuati ng nonopoly.

Article 11

Thi s agreenent shall become operative inmediately as to those states
executing it whenever any two or nore of the states of Maine, New
Hanpshire, Massachusetts, Rhode |sland, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida have executed it in the formthat is in accordance
with the laws of the executing state and the Congress has given its
consent. Any state contiguous with any of the aforenentioned states and
riparian upon waters frequented by anadronous fish, flowing into waters
under the jurisdiction of any of the aforenentioned states, may becone a
party hereto as hereinafter provided.

Article 111

Each state joining herein shall appoint three representatives to a
commi ssi on hereby constituted and designated as the Atlantic states
mari ne fisheries conm ssion. One shall be the executive officer of the
adm ni strative agency of such state charged with the conservation of the
fisheries resources to which this conpact pertains or, if there be nore



t han one officer or agency, the official of that state naned by the
governor thereof. The second shall be a nmenber of the |egislature of
such state designated by the comm ssion or conmittee on interstate
cooperation of such state, or if there be none, or if said comm ssion on
i nterstate cooperation cannot constitutionally designate the said
menber, such | egislator shall be designated by the governor thereof;
provided that if it is constitutionally inpossible to appoint a
| egi sl ator as a conm ssioner fromsuch state, the second nenber shall be
appoi nted by the governor of said state in his discretion. The third
shall be a citizen who shall have a know edge of and interest in the
marine fisheries problemto be appointed by the governor. This
commi ssion shall be a body corporate with the powers and duties set
forth herein.

Article IV

The duty of the said conm ssion shall be to make inquiry and ascertain
fromtinme to tinme such nmethods, practices, circunstances and conditions
as may be disclosed for bringing about the conservation and the
preventi on of the depletion and physical waste of the fisheries, marine,
shel | and anadronpus, of the Atlantic seaboard. The conmm ssion shal
have power to reconmend the coordination of the exercise of the police
powers of the several states within their respective jurisdictions to
pronote the preservation of those fisheries and their protection against
overfishing, waste, depletion or any abuse whatsoever and to assure a
continuing yield fromthe fisheries resources of the aforenentioned
st at es.

To that end the comm ssion shall draft and, after consultation with
the advisory conmttee hereinafter authorized, recommend to the
governors and | egi slatures of the various signatory states, |egislation
dealing with the conservation of the marine, shell and anadronous
fisheries of the Atlantic seaboard. The conmmi ssion shall, nore than one
nonth prior to any regular neeting of the |legislature in any signhatory
state, present to the governor of the state its recomrendations relating
to enactnents to be made by the |l egislature of that state in furthering
the intents and purposes of this conpact.



The conmi ssion shall consult with and advi se the pertinent
adm nistrative agencies in the states party hereto with regard to
probl enms connected with the fisheries and reconmend the adoption of such
regul ations as it deens advi sable. The commi ssion shall have power to
reconmend to the states party hereto the stocking of the waters of such
states with fish and fish eggs or joint stocking by sone or all of the
states party hereto and when two or nore of the states shall jointly
stock waters the conm ssion shall act as the coordinating agency for
such st ocki ng.

Article V

The conmi ssion shall elect fromits nunber a chairman and a vice
chai rman and shall appoint and at its pleasure renove or discharge such
of ficers and enpl oyees as may be required to carry the provisions of
this conpact into effect and shall fix and determ ne their duties,
qualifications and conpensation. Said comm ssion shall adopt rules and
regul ati ons for the conduct of its business. It may establish and
mai ntain one or nore offices for the transaction of its business and may
neet at any tinme or place but nmust neet at | east once a year.

Article VI

No action shall be taken by the comm ssion in regard to its general
affairs except by the affirnmative vote of a majority of the whol e nunber
of conpacting states present at any neeting. No recomrendati on shall be
made by the commi ssion in regard to any species of fish except by the
affirmati ve vote of a majority of the conpacting states which have an
interest in such species. The commi ssion shall define what shall be an
i nterest.

Article VII

The fish and wildlife service of the departnment of the interior of the
government of the United States shall act as the primary research agency
of the Atlantic states nmarine fisheries comm ssion cooperating with the
research agencies in each state for that purpose. Representatives of the
said fish and wildlife service shall attend the neetings of the
commi ssi on.



An advi sory commttee to be representative of the conmercial fishernen
and the salt water anglers and such other interests of each state as the
comi ssi on deens advi sabl e shall be established by the commi ssion as
soon as practicable for the purpose of advising the comm ssion upon such
recommendations as it nay desire to nake.

Article VIII

When any state other than those naned specifically in article two of
this conpact shall becone a party thereto for the purpose of conserving
its anadronous fish in accordance with the provisions of article two the
partici pation of such state in the action of the comm ssion shall be
limted to such species of anadronous fish.

Article I X

Not hing in this conpact shall be construed to |imt the powers of any
signatory state or to repeal or prevent the enactnent of any |egislation
or the enforcenent of any requirenent by any signatory state inposing
additional conditions and restrictions to conserve its fisheries.

Article X

Conti nued absence of representation or of any representative on the
commi ssion fromany state party hereto shall be brought to the attention
of the governor thereof.

Article Xl

The states party hereto agree to make annual appropriation to the
support of the commi ssion in proportion to the primry market val ue of
the products of their fisheries, exclusive of cod and haddock, as
recorded in the nost recent published reports of the fish and wildlife
service of the United States departnment of the interior, provided no
state shall contribute | ess than two hundred dollars per annum and t he
annual contribution of each state above the mninmum shall be figured to
t he nearest one hundred doll ars.

The conpacting states agree to appropriate initially the annual
anount s schedul ed bel ow, which anounts are calculated in the manner set
forth herein, on the basis of the catch record of ni neteen hundred



thirty-eight. Subsequent budgets shall be recomrended by majority of the
commi ssion and the cost thereof allocated equitably anong the states in
accordance with their respective interests and submitted to the
conpacti ng states.

Schedul e of initial annual state contributions:

MBI NE $700
New Hanmpshire ... ... 200
MESSaChUSet t S . . ... 2, 300
Rhode Island ... ... ... 300
CoNNECT T CUL . .o 400
NeW YOI K ..o 1, 300
NEW JBI S BY .ot 800
Dl aWar € . ... 200
Maryl and . ... 700
Virginia .o 1, 300
North Carolina ..... ... e 600
South Carolina . ... ... 200
GROI gi @ .« vttt 200
Floorida ... 1, 500

Article X |

Thi s conpact shall continue in force and renmai n bi ndi ng upon each



conpacting state until renounced by it. Renunciation of this conpact
nmust be preceded by sending six nonths' notice in witing of intention
to withdraw fromthe conpact to the other states party hereto.

The states consenting to this amendnent agree that any two or nore of
t hem may designate the conmm ssion as a joint regulatory agency with such
powers as they may jointly confer fromtinme to tinme for the regul ation
of the fishing operations of the citizens and vessels of such
designating states with respect to specific fisheries in which such
states have a common interest. The representatives of such states on the
commi ssion shall constitute a separate section conmm ssion for the
exerci se of the additional powers so granted provided that the states so
acting shall appropriate additional funds for this purpose. The creation
of such section as a joint regulatory agency shall not deprive the
states participating therein of any of their privileges or powers or
responsibilities in the conm ssion under the general conpact.

2. "The executive officer” referred to in article three of the conpact
shall, in the case of New York, be the Conm ssioner of Environnental
Conservation or an officer of the departnent designated by him The two
ot her representatives shall be chosen fromthe classes of persons
prescribed in article three of the conpact, and in the manner required
t her eby.

3. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conmm ssion shall submt
annual ly, in accordance with the laws and practice of this state, to the
Comm ssi oner of Environnental Conservation for study and consideration
by such commi ssioner, an estimte of noneys required to adm nister,
manage and support the comm ssion during the ensuing fiscal year. Such
estimate shall include any request for appropriation of funds by New
York and shall be acconpanied by a tabulation of simlar requests which
t he conm ssion expects to nake to each other nenber state and the
formul a or factors upon which such respective requests are based.

4. The Comm ssioner of Environnmental Conservation shall include a
suitable itemor itens of estimted expenditures in the budget estinates
of his departnent, and shall give due effect to the provisions of



article eleven of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conpact.

5. The State Conptroller is hereby authorized and enpowered fromtine
to time to exam ne the accounts and books of the comm ssion, including
its receipts, disbursenents and such other itens referring to its
fi nanci al standing as such conptroller nay deem proper and to report the
results of such exam nation to the Governor

6. No provision of the Conservation Law and no provision of the
Envi ronnental Conservation Law, if such provision of the Environnental
Conservation Law was derived froma provision of the Conservation Law,
which is inconsistent with the provisions of the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheri es Conpact shall be applicable to the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Comm ssion or to any natter governed by the Atlantic States
Mari ne Fisheries Conpact.

7. On August 15, 1964 and at intervals of four years thereafter, the
Conmi ssi oner of Environnental Conservation shall evaluate the role of
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conmi ssion with respect to the
interstate fisheries of concern to New York and shall report to the
commi ssi on thereon. The comm ssioner shall transmt a copy of such
report to the Governor. The commi ssioner may make such additi onal
reports to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conmm ssion and the
Governor as he deens appropriate.



