§ 13-0350. Marine resources advisory council.

1. Legislative intent. The | egislature hereby finds and decl ares that
the finfish and shellfish industry in this state plays a vital part in
t he econony of the state in general and the Long Island region in
parti cul ar.

By establishing the marine resources advisory council the |egislature
publicly declares its support for the further devel opnent and
advancenent of such industry; such council's nandate to nonitor and
review fishery nmanagenent regul ations, prograns, allocations and
expenditures of the departnment of environnental conservation for the
care, managenent, protection and enlargenment of finfish and shellfish
wi |l provide proper input fromthat segnent of our popul ace nost
concerned with the inpact this state's prograns have on finfish and
shel I fi sh resources.

2. Creation of marine resources advisory council. (a) There is hereby
created within the departnent a narine resources advisory council to
revi ew proposed regul ati ons for managenent of nmarine fisheries and to
make reconmendati ons on plans, policies, and prograns affecting narine
resources as nore specifically outlined below Such council shall be
conposed of fifteen nmenbers appoi nted by the conm ssioner, none of whom
shal | be enpl oyees of the departnent. Two council nenbers representative
of recreational users of marine resources and two council menbers
representative of conmercial users of marine resources shall be
designated by the majority | eader of the senate and two nenbers
representative of recreational users of marine resources and two counci
menbers representative of commercial users of nmarine resources shall be
desi gnated by the speaker of the assenbly. One nenber will be the
director of the marine sciences research center at SUNY Stony Brook or
the director's designee who shall act as chairman. O the nenbers
appointed all shall be residents of a county which borders the marine
and coastal district. The council shall be representative of individual
and organi zed commerci al and recreational shellfishing and finfishing
interests in the state. At no tinme shall there be |l ess than seven
menbers of the council who shall be representative of comercia



harvesters of marine resources nor shall there be |l ess than seven
menbers of the council who shall be representative of recreational users
and harvesters of marine resources. Appointnents to the advisory counci
shall be made no later than the first day of March next succeeding the
date on which this section shall have becone a | aw.

(b) Persons designated or appointed to the advisory council shall have
denonstrated a | ong-standing interest, know edge and experience in
comercial or recreational harvesting of marine resources.

3. Meetings of the council. The council shall neet at |east quarterly.

4. Duties of the advisory council. The advisory council shall have the
foll owi ng powers and duties:

(a) To review the allocations and expenditures of the departnent for
t he care, nmanagenent, protection and enl argenent of narine resources and
report to the comm ssioner by January first of each year. The

comm ssi oner shall, by February first of each year, submt such report,
inits entirety, to the governor, the legislature and interested
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations. Such report shall include the findings of

t he advi sory council regarding such allocations and expenditures,
i ncl udi ng expenditures and appropriations fromthe conservation fund and
the extent to which such expenditures and appropriations are consi stent
with the requirenments of state | aw

(b) To nake reports and release information fromtine to tinme as it
deens necessary to conmercial and recreational harvesters and users of
mari ne resources and the general public regarding the marine resources
program

(c) To consult with commercial and recreational users of marine
resources and make recomendati ons on program needs and on how such
needs shall be net.

(d) To assist the departnent's efforts to expand the avail abl e sources
of income for the marine resources account and advi se the depart nment
Wi th respect to the needs of those industries involved with the
comerci al and recreational harvesting of marine resources.

(e) To review proposed regul ations pertaining to the conservation and
managenent of marine fisheries, to consult with commercial and
recreational users of such fisheries regarding such regulations, and to



make reconmendati ons and comrents to the departnent regarding the
adoption and nodification of such regulations consistent with the policy
and principles set forth in section 13-0105 of this article.

5. Term of appointnment. Al nmenbers of the council shall serve terns
of three years provided, however, that of the menbers first appointed,
one-third shall be appointed for a termof three years, one-third shal
be appointed for a termof two years, and one-third shall be appointed
for a termof one year. An appointnment to fill a vacancy shall be nade
for the remainder of the affected termin the sane manner as the
original appointnent was nade. Such appoi ntnent shall be rmade within
sixty days of the date the position becones vacant.

5-a. Term of appointnment. The new nenbers appoi nted pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section as anended by a chapter of the | aws of
1994 entitled "AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in
relation to establishing the marine fisheries conservation and
managenent policy, various other provisions relating to the nmanagenent
of marine resources and repealing paragraph d of subdivision 2 of
section 11-1319 of such lawrelating to the sale of billfish" shall be
appointed to terns as follows: the nenber appointed by the majority
| eader of the senate and the nenber appointed by the speaker of the
assenbly shall each be appointed to a termof three years; and of the
two nenbers appoi nted by the comm ssioner, one shall be appointed to a
termof two years and the other shall be appointed to a term of one
year.

6. State assistance. The conm ssioner shall nmake any and all docunents
readily available to the council which the council indicates are needed
to properly and thoroughly carry out its responsibilities. The
commi ssi oner shall al so make available to the council such aid
reasonably necessary to allow the council to carry out its duties and
responsibilities.



